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Anna  Unkovich

What makes fiction “Flash”? How can Flash Fiction 
techniques enhance what you write, no matter the length or 
genre? Just what is Flash Fiction, anyway? Don’t miss the January 
meeting!

For answers, don’t miss the January presentation with 
NightWriters’ own Anna Unkovich and Diane Smith.

Flash fiction, otherwise known as short-short story, is an 
exciting and challenging form of writing that is growing in 

popularity. It is fiction that has a 
beginning, a middle, and an end, 
and ranges in length from a single 
sentence up to 1000 words.  While 
the focus of the presentation may be 
on writing short fiction, the content 
of the evening will provide tools to 
improve writing of any length, 
style, or genre.

Five for Flash began as a 
brainchild project of the five 
members of Long Story Short, a sub-
group of SLO NightWriters 
dedicated to writing flash fiction. 
Part how-to guide and part 
anthology of their work, the project 
was designed for those interested in 
trying their hand at writing flash, 
but perhaps were unsure what it 
was or how to go about it. 
Repeating the theme of five, the 
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booklet provides examples, tools, and exercises to try this exciting and popular form of 
writing.

In the project, you’ll find many distinct differences, including style, voice, and even 
genre. Diane Smith, the group's facilitator, writes humor and children's literature. Evy 
Morelli’s preference is memoir and nostalgia, and she is our cover designer. Anna 
Unkovich’s background is mostly nonfiction, but she’s equally skilled in fiction, particularly 
that which evokes strong emotion. She’s our cartoon-contributor to the project. David 
Brandin, probably the most prolific of the group, writes everything from historical fiction, to 
crime, to sci-fi and beyond. And Sarah Newfeld Green, our poet, adds to the group with her 
elegant touch of imagery and the metaphysical.

Both Diane Smith and Anna Unkovich are award-winning teachers and award-winning 
writers.  They have turned part of their project into a Five for Flash presentation/workshop 
for NightWriters on January 14, 2014.

During the evening, you’ll find that short is not equal to easy. Because you use fewer 
words, you must make every word count.  In this Five for Flash session of hands-on and 
handouts, you’ll discover that flash fiction can be challenging and also a lot of fun. You’ll 
have the opportunity to practice editing a short story cutting it down to a flash.  And, you’ll 
be guided through a five-minute writing exercise using the information provided.

During the presentation, you’ll be shown:
•  simple rules for flash that can transfer to (and transform) writing of any kind
•  what flash fiction is . . .and what it isn’t
•  what to leave in and what to leave out
•  where to get ideas for writing of any length or genre
•  how to find good submission sites, and where and how to submit
•  how to create a good basic story in only five minutes

Whether you write fiction or non-fiction, long or short, these 
presenters will lead you in a fun-filled evening and send you 
out the door with tools to improve all of your writing.  At the 
conclusion, you’ll have the opportunity to purchase their 
project at a special pricing of . . . you guessed it—five bucks.

The January meeting is sure to get you revved up for 
another successful year of writing. Be sure to join us on 
Tuesday, January 14th, at 7:00 pm at our new venue (see pages 
5 and 6), the Unitarian Universalist Meeting Hall in SLO—
complete with a large parking lot, normal tables and chairs, and 
very few steps! See you there!Diane Smith
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I trust that you all had a healthy and happy holiday season and now you 
are ready to bravely march into a new and shiny year. Some folks seem 
to still be wrapped up in their own sheets of resolutions, whilst others 
have begun the exploration of promise we look forward to at this point.
! Cassandra, my globetrotting daughter took time out from her 
scuba diving adventures to fly in for the holidays. Eireann, my firstborn, 
wrapped up her tests and all other higher education duties to spend 
twenty four hours with AMTRAK in order to join us all from Portland. 

Every year I marvel that my dear daughters still love to extend our family tradition of 
togetherness and sharing during the holidays. I never take it for granted.
! I believe my family, like many others, find strength in being together to close out one 
year and prepare to step into the next like chapters in a book. We do not have lengthy 
discussions about this. Rather, we simply draw from the reservoir created each year and over 
the course of many years, in order to go forth, knowing we are not alone. We keep a loose 
schedule in order to plan a few things as a unit, but allow time to just hang loose and find our 
balance; a bit of alone time, sisters having catch up time, father/daughter photo expeditions, 
the girls hanging out with step-mom Carol for some Dad-free time, even a new chapter for 
my critique group to wrestle with.
! This year I had a late spate of photo work come my way, which changed things up a 
bit. One client, Children’s Resource Network, put on two Outreach days for underserved 
families. It was a privilege to photograph all these hard working people, working with the 
Highway Patrol, Sheriff’s Department and Fire Department and the SLO Foodbank personnel 
to make sure families had clothes, toys, books and food for the holidays. Lois Capps and 
Katcho Achadjian were on hand to help as well. This allowed me to show my daughters some 
concrete examples of why I love living on the Central Coast. We all care.
! At various times my daughters have sat in on Critique Group meetings, gone to 
NightWriters parties and spent time in company of other NightWriters during social events 
and discussions. Both the girls are good writers as well as voracious readers, so there are 
plenty of lively conversations during our time together. Of course, we do not always agree on 
everything, but then the talk becomes even more interesting. Different perspectives and ideas 
leap forth creating a springboard for approaching the new year with renewed energy and 
determination.

President’s Message: 
Marching Bravely Forward

Dennis Eamon Young
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! The first NightWriter Board meeting is almost here. We will be bringing new 
members aboard to help in ongoing projects and developing new ones. The whole 
NightWriter family can move bravely forward with the assurance that useful and 
entertaining ideas will be there to help us all maintain a fruitful path into the new year. 
Your questions and suggestions will always be welcome in order to help us define our 
course as we move forward. 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Excelsior,

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Dennis

Member-At-Large Connection
 Andrea is taking a hiatus this month. She’ll be back with another 
fascinating column again next month. In the meantime, if you have any 
questions or concerns about NightWriters, you can contact her at the email 
address below.
! Yours, ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! Andrea Chmelik!
          chmelik.andrea@gmail.com Andrea Chmelik

Member-at-Large

!

Fellow Writers!
! Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?
! Getting married or having a baby?
! Suffering from the loss of a loved one?
Email me at jandkvolkov@att.net and I’ll send them a 
card from their SLO NIghtWriters family.
        Kalila

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
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SLO NIGHTWRITERS HAS MOVED!
Join us for our wonderful 2014 Meetings!

Our new location is the
Unitarian Universalist Social Hall

2201 Lawton Ave.,  San Luis Obispo, CA 
93401

Near the Corner of South and Broad, Next to Meadow Park

! We are very excited about our new meeting location, the Unitarian 
Universalist Social Hall in SLO! 
 ! We’ll continue our same schedule of every 2nd Tuesday from 
7-9 pm.
! While NightWriters is not affiliated with the UU Church, UU has made their Social 
Hall available and we are renting the space.  The UU is centrally located in the city of San 
Luis Obispo, CA with easy access from 
the 101 freeway using the Madonna 
Rd. exit to Higuera St. to South St.  
There is a large and convenient 
parking lot on Meadow St. at the back 
of the church with a just few stairs and 
a handicap access ramp.  

! We’ll kick off the New Year of 
2014 on January 14th in our new 
location at the UU and continue 
meeting at the UU from that time 
forward.  As always, we welcome all 
writers and their guests!
! See Map on Page 18.
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The Emotional Power of Verbs
! ! ! !             ~adapted from a blog post on Draft by Karen E. Bender
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Submitted by Sharyl Heber
! What? Verbs emotional? They are powerful in depicting movement, yes. But 
emotion?
! Yes. Verbs can hold a lot of power, emotionally speaking. We sometimes get so 
focused on nouns and adjectives to describe characters and settings that we forget the 
amazing power that verbs contain. They do much more than simply make the characters
—and the action—move. They also hold visual and visceral clues as to who those 
characters, and what those settings, actually are.
! To find those verbs, the actions that create the characters/settings, you need to step 
back from the moment of the writing and think about the architecture of the whole piece. 
Think about the action of the piece, imbued with feeling.
! The actions of your characters, when imbued with feeling, will reveal their inner 
lives. The verbs will delineate the way they do things, the way they view the world and 
their place in it. Take, for example, the dress a character wears as she leaves the house. 
Yes, adjectives can tell us what the dress looks like. But a verb can tell us how the dress 
moves, how the woman inside the dress moves, how the dress reveals what is going on 
inside her head and heart. Is the woman walking, hurrying, sauntering, skipping, 
floating? An adjective will show how a character inhabits the world. But it is the verb that 
shows how a character interacts with the world.
! When you form your characters, do so in terms of actions that give clues to their 
thoughts, dreams, hopes, motivations. Verbs not only move the story forward in terms of 
action, but the proper verb will propel the characters forward in their growth and 
development—or lack of it. Consider how the verbs presage future action in the opening 
lines from John Cheever’s O City of Broken Dreams: “When the train from Chicago left 
Albany and began to pound down the river valley toward New York, the Malloys, who 
had already experienced many phases of excitement, felt their breathing quicken, as if 
there were not enough air in the the coach.” The verbs—the train pounds and the 
breathing quickens—heighten tension and show the power of the experience that will 
happen to the Malloys and the fact that they are anxious about it. It’s emotional 
movement, the kind that moves the reader on into the story and won’t let go. The verbs 
bring up intriguing questions for the reader to answer. Why does the train pound? Why 
does the breathing quicken?
! While there is enormous value in the correct adjective and thoughtful description, 
we also need to trust the emotional power of verbs. The correct action will not just move a 
story forward. It will also deepen characters and bond the reader to them.
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Sharyl A. Heber
Critique Group Chair

“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Sharyl Heber, 
Critique Group Coordinator sharylheber@gmail.com or call her at 
805-528-3116.  We’ll print your specific request in this Critique Group 
Connections*** section of the newsletter for all NW members to view, 
increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find 
a match for your needs, make contacts, or to start a new group or critique 
partnership. Contact Sharyl for assistance if needed. And, if you form a 

group, please let Sharyl know so she can list it on the website. She can also showcase the 
group’s talent in the newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at 
www.slonightwriters.org.
! ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive 
to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these 
associations, we hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

 

Critique Group Requests:
Two New Requests this month!

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique group, or 
1:1 electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City location. Contact 
Katie at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com.

Anne Wyatt is seeking a critique group for FICTION, NON-FICTION and MEMOIR. She would like a 
critique group or a 1:1 writing mentor[partnership. She is an intermediate-to-advanced writer with a 
good amount of writing experience. She prefers a SLO City location. Contact Anne at 
a.reneewyatt@gmail.com.

Sheri Humphreys is seeking a critique Group for FICTION - ROMANCE genre specifically, SciFi and 
suspense are fine too.  No specific skill level required.  Preferred location is Cambria, Morro Bay, SLO.  

Continued Next Page

Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet can join. 
Any poet can benefit from input of a group. 

Any interested poet can call Irene @ 481-3824.
Together we can set time and place to meet. 

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:a.reneewyatt@gmail.com
mailto:a.reneewyatt@gmail.com
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Critique Group Connections, Continued
Contact Sheri by phone at 805-927-2453 or email at sheri@sherihumphreys.com

Kristen Herrera is seeking a critique group for FICTION and YA. Preferred skill level is intermediate 
to advanced/experienced. Preferred location is SLO City area or South County.
Contact Kristen by email: kristenmbriggs@yahoo.com

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or 
VARIED GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is SLO 
City area.
Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  
Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 
Irene Chadwick is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for POETRY.  Preferred Skill Level 
is Intermediate to Advanced.  Preferred location for meeting is SLO City.
Contact Irene at 805-481-3824 or by email: irenekooi@gmail.com    

David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.
Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.
Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.
Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

Continued Next Page

mailto:sheri@sherihumphreys.com
mailto:sheri@sherihumphreys.com
mailto:kristennbriggs@yahoo.com
mailto:kristennbriggs@yahoo.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:irenekooi@gmail.com
mailto:irenekooi@gmail.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
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Quote 
of the Month

! "I would advise anyone who 
aspires to a writing career that before 
developing his talent he would be wise 
to develop a thick hide." 

         ! ! ! ~Harper Lee 

Word of the Month
“Nimiety”

Definition: (N. Latin: nnimus, too much) 
Excess or redundancy

Synonyms: exuberance, glut, overkill, 
surplus, waste, overflow, surfeit, plenty

Usage: The nimiety of memories evoked by 
that simple smell almost crushed the old 
man’s spirit.

Critique Group Connections, Continued 

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.
Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Bill Bloom is seeking co-author/editor arrangements for two projects—one, an autobiography; the other, 
a book about Albert Einstein’s wife. Any fee for service to be arranged between author and editor. 
Contact Bill at 543-1910 or by email: clb4u2c@charter.net

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, ACADEMIC/
EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  
Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  
Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL FICTION; 
No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  
Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:clb4u2c@charter.net
mailto:clb4u2c@charter.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:fangio@charter.net
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SLO NW e✑Line Edit Exchange
! Can’t find a critique group? Don’t have time for meetings? Have specific needs for 
feedback on your work? Our Electronic Peer Review Line Edit Exchange is perfect for out-
of-town members, or those with restricted time schedules. 
! All E-Exchange Partners are SLO NW members.

• Exchange views with other writers N
• No fees charged, no credit expected or required.
• Participants contact each other, set their own rules and time frames.
• Use your own style of editing/commenting.
• If you don’t find value in the feedback, try someone else on the list.  

" To be added, contact Sharyl Heber (sharylheber@gmail.com) with: Your Name, Email, 
Genre (if you desire a specific one), Skill Level (if you require a specific level). She will add you to 
the list. Then you can reach out on a one-to-one basis and find the right writing partner for you.

! Local writers Charlotte Alexander and David Congalton have developed a new 
weekly blog, Two for the Show {Central Coast}. A new edition, devoted exclusively to 
the arts and leisure, is posted online every Monday morning at http://
twofortheshowcentralcoast.com. 
! Charlotte and Dave try to cover a broad spectrum, both local and regional, 
involving everything from Writing to Theatre & Dance to Movies to Visual Arts. 
NightWriters are welcome to submit photographs for consideration to be featured in 
Photo of the Week, as well as books to be considered for review. 
! The web site is evolving weekly, so general feedback is also welcome. Contact us 
at info@twofortheshowcentralcoast.com.
 

Two For The Show Debuts

! “I don’t believe in being serious about anything. I think life is too serious to 
be taken seriously.
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !      ~Ray Bradbury

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
http://twofortheshowcentralcoast.com/
http://twofortheshowcentralcoast.com/
http://twofortheshowcentralcoast.com/
http://twofortheshowcentralcoast.com/
mailto:info@twoforthecentralcoast.com
mailto:info@twoforthecentralcoast.com
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MUSINGS AND NEWS: Tolosa Corner 
! “I don’t think there’s any rule to any of this. It’s the greatest profession 
because you do it all in your own way.”      
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Anne Rice~!

If you agree, your next question might be, “Why read writing 
columns, why read other authors, why critique others’ work?

Engaging in the three tasks mentioned above all help authors to 
recognize just what their personal style is. Those tasks help us see what 
we like and don’t like, what works and doesn’t work. So, read, read, read 
to broaden your own perspective and enable you to create your own 
stories, your own way. 

TOLOSA CREDITS

The following NW authors were published in all three Tolosa publications. My understanding 
is that this will be the protocol for the foreseeable future. 
!
! Darryl Armstrong’s poignant story, "An Unforgettable Christmas Eve," was not your 
typical Christmas tale. It related a war experience to send shivers down your spine, as a dog 
brought about a short cease fire. 

! My (Judythe Guarnera) true story, "A Close Call—Inventor Saves Traditional Turkey 
Dinner,” filled the bill for the Thanksgiving Day column. The material for this story was a 
direct benefit of marrying the inventor's son. 

! Mike Orton's Thanksgiving story, "The Other Side," highlighted a less-than-
celebratory Thanksgiving dinner, which the author and his siblings turned into an 
opportunity to honor a missing loved one. 

! The memories in Michelle Greer’s, "The First Thanksgiving," was a poignant 
beginning to the 2013 holiday columns. 

Judythe Guarnera,
Tolosa Submissions Manager
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As you may have read in the Tribune, Publisher Mary Gardner and Executive Editor 
Christopher Gardner are leaving Tolosa Press and moving on to new endeavors. NightWriters 
is grateful to their continuing support for the almost five years of publishing the NW column. 

We are looking forward to a continuing relationship with the remaining staff, and Brett 
Colhouer, who will take over the duties as Editor of SLO City News.

When I’ve encouraged NW members to submit to our column in Tolosa, I had 
advertised the circulation as 30,000. Seems the number is 60,000. Nice motivation for 
submitting your best work—potentially 60,000 readers! Wow!

Hopefully, you’ve been following the Thanksgiving and Christmas stories in the 
NightWriter Column in Tolosa Press. Members, whose stories were published received great 
exposure of their writing. The latest figures are that the circulation for the three Tolosa 
publications is 60,000. 

Wouldn’t each of us who have written or are writing a book love to have the 
opportunity for our work to potentially reach that many people? If you have been submitting 
to the annual NW Contest, you’ve already gotten the hang of writing short fiction. Don’t 
forget the possibility of interviewing that interesting person you met while waiting in the 
doctor’s office. Remember something that you’ve observed, jot it down and make a list of 
“What If” questions. Watch a potential story spin out of the answer to those questions.
! In the rhythm of writing,  ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
!  Judythe

Announcing The SLO NightWriters Online Book Club!

! Every month a new book title will be revealed. At the 
end of the month, we will discuss the book on our blog: 
www.slonightriters.com We invite everyone to read the books 
and participate in the discussion that will take place in the 
comment section.
! We will focus on books of authors who are affiliated 
with the Central Coast Writers Conference, and on those of 
local authors. The book for January 2014 is The Face of A 
stranger byAnne Perry (2014 Keynote Speaker for the Central 
Coast Writer’s Conference), the first William Monk novel.
! The book is available from Amazon on Kindle for 
$9.99. Or it’s sure to be in your public library. Download or 
borrow, then read and join the discussion! Enjoy!

http://www.slonightriters.com
http://www.slonightriters.com


NW  WORDSMITHS     JAN 2014

Page 13

Review: December Meeting
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! by: Jan Alarcon

On Tuesday, December 10, 2013, the NightWriters met  at our new location at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church on 2201 Lawton Avenue in San Luis Obispo. This church is 
very near the corner of South and Board Street. An easy way to get there is to get off at 
the Madonna Exit on 101, turn left on Higuera Street, right on South Street, and right onto 
Meadow Street.  Park in the very well lit parking lot at the corner of Meadow and South 
near the building and enter through the open door (you are at the back of the church 
building). The meeting room is just on the right as you enter; the bathrooms are just on 
the left. While the U.U. Church is a very welcoming church “no matter whom you love, how 

Continued Next Page

you speak, or whatever your abilities”, NightWriters is not 
affiliated with this church or any other; the U.U. Church is 
just generously allowing us to rent their social hall.

Brian Schwartz, the creator of the award winning 50 
Interviews Series shared his expertise regarding the digital 
book market and alerted to us to what pitfalls to avoid. 
Brain has recently moved back to the Central Coast, and 
his business helping authors publish in the digital world 

will be an invaluable resource to us. Welcome to 
Nightwriters Brian!

After Brian’s presentation, the Christmas 
party began. We had donated unwrapped 
children presents to Toys for Tot and a dapper 
Marine in dress uniform arrived to collect them. 
Loved those white gloves! We feasted on each 
other’s appetizers—two long tables worth. The 
prettiest contribution was a dish of snow peas and 
pearl tomatoes—Christmas on a plate. I confess I 
admired it and gave all my attention to the plates 
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with a chocolate-peppermint theme. There was 
something and plenty for everyone. There was a 
raffle with gift baskets as prizes. I saw a great one 
with a writing theme—a ream of paper, a few 
writing tablets, and a box of Kleenex—hey! I’ve 
been there. Santa came early for three lucky 
members who won $50.00 each.

Our new location makes social interaction so 
much easier. We can move our chairs around and 
there are no more steps to climb. P.G.&E. was great 
to us but I am looking forward to sitting at the 
round tables in the U.U. social hall and getting to 
know more of my fellow NightWriters in the 
coming year. May this next year be one of delightful 
surprises for all of us.
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Where Can YOU Help??
Come Visit our NW Board!  
" NW Board meetings are open to all NW members. Board meetings are fun and 
a fantastic way to get involved.  Every 1st Sunday of the month at 12:30 am. Come to 
one, come to all, your choice. It’s a great way to make your voice heard—and to get a 
preview on what’s coming up for NW!   
" Contact NW President Dennis Young at  photodennis44@gmail.com for visiting 
directions.

SLO NightWriters is gathering its Contest Committee for 2014!
" Great for your writers resume to administer a writing contest!  The committee 
selects the first line / theme, advertises the contest on social media far and wide, 
invites screeners and judges, receives and processes the entries, sends the entries to 
the judges, plans the gala award celebration.  It’s a fun, not-too-long commitment of 
time, a good way to get your feet wet. 
" Contact NW President Dennis Young at  photodennis44@gmail.com

Build Your Writing Credits by submitting pieces to the NightWriters WordSmiths 
Newsletters! A new publishing opportunity every month. Write on writing topics that 
interest you, book reviews, interview interesting people in the field. Do one article, or 
plan your own column. Or become part of the Proofing Committee that seeks out and 
zaps typos, etc. each month. Looks great on your resume... 
" Contact Susan Tuttle, the Newsletter Editor with your ideas or willingness to 
help.  aim2write@yahoo.com or  458-5234

NightWriter Committees—Look for future announcements of newly forming NW 
Committees in such areas as: Programs; Social Media/Publicity/ Community 
Involvement/ Tolosa Press. We have myriad ways you can be involved, from a little to 
a lot, and everything in between. Stay tuned for the perfect opportunity for you!

mailto:photodennis44@gmail.com
mailto:photodennis44@gmail.com
mailto:photodennis44@gmail.com
mailto:photodennis44@gmail.com
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
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The 5 Biggest Fiction Writing Mistakes 
(And How to Fix Them!)

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! From Reader’s Digest Blog
1. Happy People in Happy Land: readers do not connect with characters when everything 

is going right. They engage with plot via trouble, threat, change or challenge. Beware of 
scenes in which everything is all happiness and light. Insert a problem into your happy 
scenes and watch your story come alive. Trouble is your business as a writer. Use it to best 
advantage.

2. A World Without Fear: The best novels have the threat of death hanging over every 
scene. Yes, death. Even in category romances. There are 3 kinds of death: physical 
(mysteries and thrillers); professional (where the problem facing the protagonist is so 
important that overcoming it will mean a permanent setback to his main role in life); and 
psychological, a “dying on the inside” that permeates romance fiction, where the lovers 
must end up together or their lives will forever be less than they could have been. 
Regardless of which form you use, put death on the line so fear is felt throughout. It can 
range from simple worry to outright terror.

3. Marshmallow Dialogue: Dialogue is the fastest way to move a manuscript—or to sink it. 
Great dialogue is compressed, has conflict and sounds different for each character. 
Marshmallow dialogue is none of that. To make your dialogue great, first make sure each 
character has a distinct voice. Then compress the dialogue by removing fluffy words, 
whole lines or even an entire exchange. Then, be sure to include some sort of tension in 
every exchange. Fear: have some form of it (worry, anxiety, fright) at the least inside one 
of the characters so communication is partially impaired. Play up the different agendas 
the characters have. Let them use dialogue as a weapon to get what they want.

4. Predictability: Readers like to worry about characters in crisis. What will happen around 
the next corner? When a reader can guess, worry is blown. The story gets dull. Put 
something unexpected in each scene. Make lists of what could happen, centering on three 
primary areas: description, action and dialogue. List at least 5 alternatives for each one. 
Then choose the most outlandish and work to justify it.

5. Lost Love: When you lose your verve for your material, it shows. When your enthusiasm 
goes out the window, dullness sets into your prose. Infuse new life and interest by going 
deeper into your characters. Redo your character bios, keeping the best of the old and 
adding a lot of new stuff. Focus on what your Protagonist yearns for, because we yearn 
when we feel a lack, a need, a hole in our souls. Yearning is about connection. And a 
character’s yearning will connect him to the reader.
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4 Things to Consider 
When Researching Literary Agents

! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! From Reader’s Digest blogger, Brian Klems
!
! Agents have a million reasons for rejecting a manuscript: they don’t connect with the 
story; they’re not looking for new clients; they don’t rep the genre you sent, etc. Your goal is 
to find agents most suited for your writing and genre, to minimize the reasons they will pass 
on it. When researching who to submit to, consider these four points.

1. Is the Agent Accepting New Clients? Some are always looking for new writers to rep. 
Others rarely take on new clients. Others have windows of opportunity—say, September 
only—when they will consider a new author’s work. Don’t waste time and effort on agents 
who don’t accept new clients. And don’t submit in January if they only consider new 
clients in August.

2. Does the Agent Represent Your Genre? It’s a waste of time, effort and money (if you have 
to snail mail submit) to send your work to an agent who does not rep your genre. Though 
it’s nice to think your work is so good it will rise above even genre limitation, that’s a pipe 
dream and you’re destined for the circular file every time. This is actually the biggest 
complaint of agents, that authors submit genres they don’t represent. Search for agents who 
handle what you write and concentrate on them. That’s the major road to success.

3. What Do You Want in Contract Negotiations? Just like writers, different agents have 
different strong suits. Besides a big advance, what are you looking for in a contract? 
Foreign translation rights? Free copies of the book? Holding onto your e-publishing rights? 
Film and TV rights? Decide what’s most important to you, then search for an agency with a 
track record for successfully handling those rights.

4. Is There Anything Special that May Connect an Agent to Your Pitch? Do your write for 
young children? Perhaps an agent who has young children might be a good bet. Does your 
book—and the agent—have a connection to WWII? Are you writing the unofficial 
guidebook to an agent’s favorite TV show? Do your paranormal mysteries fit into the 
paranormal experience you heard a particular agent had while in college? Such personal 
information is not always available, but agents can give away hints in interviews and social 
media outlets like Twitter. Doing your homework can uncover these connections.

! Asking yourself the right questions and then targeting the right people just might lead 
you to the perfect agent to represent—and sell—your book to a major publisher. It will take 
work and a lot of hours, but it’s time well spent in your quest for publication.
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Enlarged Map of New Meeting Place!
Just to make it as easy as possible to find us, here’s an enlarged map of our 

new meeting venue, the UU Social Hall, 2201 Lawton Avenue, San Luis 
Obispo, CA 93401

See you there on January11th!
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Are You Following The NW Blog?

Be sure to check out our Blog for information, insights, encouragement, connections, 
etc. Especially now, during NaNoWriMo month. You’ll find writing prompts, ideas, 
encouragements and lots more. Feel free to leave a comment on any of our posts.

Join us on our Blog: www.slonightwriters.com
You can also access the blog from our website: www.slonightwriters.org

http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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National Amateur Poetry Contest
! The National Amateur Poetry Competition is now accepting entries for their next 
contest. They encourage new and previously unpublished poets to participate. All qualifying 
poets will receive editorial comment from a qualified editor.
! All poems must be 26 lines or less—line limit is strictly enforced—and can be written 
on any subject, in any style.
! To enter, mail one original poem to:

Poetry Contest, 1501 Broadway, 12th Floor N, New York, nY 10036
 Submissions must be postmarked by February 28, 2014

Entry is FREE
$25,000 in prizes will be awarded

Guns and Romances Anthology
Dark Continent Publishing is seeking submissions for its new anthology, Guns and Romances. 
The stories must include a tough protagonist, weapons and... at least one reference to music 
somewhere in the story. The tales can be of any genre, from 3,500 to 9,000 words in length. 
Deadline: February 28, 2014. To submit your story, email it as an attached .doc file to 
dankanthosubs@gmail.com. You must put the following in the subject line: “Submission: Title 
by Name (Genre).

Phoebe 43.1 Contests
All entries should include a cover letter with submission’s title, author name and contact 
information. Name and contact information should not appear anywhere on submission. 
Multiple entires okay with separate entry fees. Use online submission manager to submit. All 
Deadlines are Feb. 1, 2014. Go to: www.phoebe.submittable.com/submit 
Greg Grummer Poetry Award: Up to 4 poems/submission, no more than 10 pages total. Entry 
fee $17.00; Prize: $1,000, publication in Phoebe 43.1 and 1 year subscription. Judge, Eduardo C. 
Corral.
Winter Fiction Contest: 1 piece/submissiion, up to 7,500 words. No novel excerpts. Entry fee, 
$17.00. Prize: $1,000, publication in Phoebe 43.1 and 1 year subscription. Judge, Benjamin 
Percy.
Annual Creative Nonfiction Prize: 1 piece/submission, up to 5,000 words. Entry fee $17.00. 
Prize, $750.00, publication in Phoebe 43.1 and 1 year subscription. Judge: Cheryl Strayed.

mailto:dankanthosubs@gmail.com
mailto:dankanthosubs@gmail.com
http://www.phoebe.submittable.com/submit
http://www.phoebe.submittable.com/submit
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Programs and Publicity Committees
! NW is in need of Programs and Publicity Committee Members for 
2014. Committee members work together to make sure our monthly 
meetings, contest and other NW events are distributed properly through the 
social media/print/air venues. Interested in exploring (not committing to, 
just further getting information) this opportunity further? Drop us a line at 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com or contact your Member-at-Large, Andrea 
Chmelik at chmelik.andrea@gmail.com.

Newsletter Positons Open
WordSmiths is looking for writers to help with the editing process 

(checking for typos, etc.) of the NightWriters Newsletter. Health considerations 
are making it difficult for the present editor to fulfill deadlines. If you have 
editing expertise—or would like to develop that skill—please consider helping 
out. Also, WordSmiths is looking for columnists, either occasional or monthly. 
We have a distribution of over 200, which is great for your writing resume. Send 
enquiries to: Newsletter Editor at aim2write@yahoo.com or 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com. Be sure to put “Newsletter Editing/Column” in the 
subject line.
!

Vice President Needed 
! We are looking for someone to fill the position of Vice President on our 
Board of Directors. Our current Vice President, Sharyl Heber, is stepping down 
after filling the office with grace and competence. The Vice President’s duties are 
simple. The Vice President attends monthly Board meetings and votes on issues; 
he/she fills in if the President is not able to attend board or general meetings 
(might happen once or twice a year, if at all), and serves as backup for other board 
positions in emergency situations (hasn’t happened yet!). The Vice President also 
has the option of stepping as President when the presiding President’s term is up. 
If you are interested in exploring this position, please contact NightWriters, with 
“VP” in the subject line: slonightwriters@yahoo.com
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GREAT BEGINNINGS
...Information for Beginning Writers (and everyone else too)

How to Make Your Setting a Character
" " " " " From The Writer’s Dig by Brian Klems, Writers Digest
! ! ! !

As Donald Maas, author of The Breakout Novel, writes, “In great fiction, the setting lives 
from the very first pages. Such places not only feel extremely real they are dynamic. They change. 
They affect the characters in the story. They become metaphors, possibly even actors in the drama.”

Making your setting a character entails going beyond description, beyond dialect, beyond 
local foods. You must integrate it into the very fabric of the characters’ experience. Try these 
techniques to bring your settings to life.

Link Details and Emotions: Readers will remember settings with clarity when you 
combine setting details with the emotions attached to them. That makes the place a living thing, 
not just a place where action takes place. Setting comes alive partly in the details, and partly in the 
way the characters experience it. Give a setting’s emotions room to grow and expand.

Measure Change Over Time: Blending the changes in a setting with the emotions they 
evoke (for example, the change of seasons), brings the setting alive. It is the emotions of the 
characters who observe these changes, whether subtle or massive, that brings the setting to life and 
makes it an integral part of the story.

Realize That History Is Personal: We all interpret the events around us in our own way 
because how we think is dependent on our life experiences and on the emotions differing events 
evoke in us. The same is true of our characters. When we go beyond the usual—the details that 
create a sense of the history of a place—into the emotional interpretation of those details by the 
characters, we can create a setting that is unique to the experience of the characters—and the 
reader. Concentrate more on the character’s take on the times than of the accuracy of the details 
themselves. Creating a true sense of the time of the story requires that you filter the world through 
the characters’ eyes.

See Through The Characters’ Eyes: the true depth of a setting comes alive when it is 
filtered through two different pairs of eyes, seen through the emotions of two different characters. 
The contrast between the way these characters interpret the details and events around them infuses 
the setting with an emotional connection to the story and to the reader. It brings the setting to life 
in a way that is unforgettable and haunting.

The difference between a good story and a great story just may be the depth and aliveness 
of the setting itself. It’s not enough to simply find a fresh or unique way to portray a familiar place. 
The trick is to discover in your setting what is unique for your characters. Learning to see through 
the character’s eyes, and feel through their emotions, will truly bring your settings into a life of 
their own.
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK! 
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Dennis Eamon Young 
Vice-President: * Position Open
Secretary: Carol Schmidt
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle 
Program Director: Jeannie Bruenning 
Contest Committee: *Positions Open
Publicity Director: Jeannie Bruenning
Membership Director: Hanje Richards
Critique Group Chair: Sherry Heber
Member-At-Large: Andrea Chmelik
Writers’ Workshops Coordinator: Anita Hunt
Tolosa Press Submission Manager: Judy Guarnera 
Welcome Committee: Anna Unkovich
Sunshine Chair: Kalila Volkov 
Website Master: Janice Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Lila Bhuta
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle 
Art Director: Dennis Eamon Young 
Assistant Secretary: Janice Konstantinidis
Board Assistant: Rebecca Waddell

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

      Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings are on the second 
Tuesday of every month, year round. We encourage 
interested visitors to join us at 7:00 pm. Admission is free; 
refreshments are served.
    Next Meeting: Jnuary 11th, 7:00 pm, at Unitarian 
Universalist Social Hall, 2201 Lawton Avenue, San Luis 
Obispo. 
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org

mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com


      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact Sharyl Heber, Critique 
Group Coordinator to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW Newsletter and on the NW 
Web site.  sharylheber@gmail.com 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com or Sharyl Heber, Critique Group 
Coordinator (sheber@charter.net) with your critique needs and genres and she’ll do her best to assist you. 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP FORMING
Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet 
can join. Any poet can benefit from input of a 
group, regardless of experience. Call and 
together we can set time and place to meet. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact: " Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
" " irenekooi@gmail.com 

‘JUST US’ CHILDREN’S BOOK 
CRITIQUE
Meets in the South County. Critiqued at a fast 
pace, in a process where members critique each 
other’s writing electronically, followed by a face-
to-face meeting twice a month. Meetings are 
held 1st and 3rd Saturdays at 10
am. Contact moderator for details and 
directions.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:" " Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697   
" " " liliasinclaire@gmail.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

NORTH COUNTY GROUP
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays from 9:00 am-
noon. Adult Fiction, Memoire, etc (See page 19). 
Non-fiction, too, until another group can start. 
Meets in Paso Robles. CURRENTLY OPEN TO 
NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:" " Lillian Brown, 215-6107
" " " lilliofslo@aol.com 
SLO CRITIQUES
This group has no genre restrictions and no 
skill level restrictions.  Meeting location is San 
Luis Obispo.  The day and meeting times will 
be open to discussion. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS.
Moderator: " David Schwab, 543-3111 
" " " daveschwab@sbcglobal.net

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to publish, 
we’ll help you with ideas to improve your 
writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on the 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 
wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:" " Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
" " " " Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

What If? Writing Group I (a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in Grover 
Beach from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 
traditional NightWriter critique group. Work is 
produced in each session, then analyzed 
according to the objective of the day’s goal. 
Based on writing exercises designed to jump-
start the creative process (gleaned from a variety 
of published authors), these sessions take writers 
through the process of writing fiction from 
inception of idea to the final resolution. This 
group is for all fiction/non-fiction writers who 
want to learn the process of crafting a well-told 
story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 
story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc. There is a 
small fee involved for this class to cover 
materials. If enough interest is expressed, a night 
class may be started.
CURRENTLY OPEN FOR MORE MEMBERS
Moderator:" " Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
" " " aim2write@yahoo.com

NEW GROUPS FORMING!

ADULT NOVELS
Lili Sinclaire is considering FORMING A NEW 
GROUP for ADULT NOVELS in a process 
where members critique each other’s writing 
electronically, followed by a face- to-face 
meeting.  
Contact:   Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697
   liliasinclaire@gmail.com

POETRY
Irene Chadwick wants to start a new POETRY 
GROUP, open to all poets of all levels. Meeting 
place, time and date to be decided by members 
of the group.
Contact:" " Irene Chadwick:  481-3824
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. Charlie 
Perryess and Lorie Brallier share hosting 
responsibilities, running a tight ship so that 
everyone can read. No cross talk permitted. At 
the beginning and at our break we socialize. 
We’re all serious but fun-loving. Presently the 
writing covers several genres: YA novels; short 
stories; short stories woven into a novel; 
fantasy; humorous mystery novel; political 
satire novel; and personal essays. We write just 
about everything except poetry.   CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS but 
guests are welcome.  It may happen that space 
could be made for a compatible writer. 
Moderators:"        Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
" " " Lorie Brallier, 528-8845

LONG STORY SHORT
Flash Fiction/Nonfiction only meets the 2nd & 
4th Fridays every month, from 10 am to 12 
noon in Arroyo Grande.  Bring paper and 
pencil, or your laptop if you are so inclined—
flash pieces, 1000 word strict maximum.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS – call or email Diane to be placed on 
a waiting list.
Moderator:! Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
" " mdcomposes@yahoo.com
 
NOVEL IDEA

Meets twice monthly on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays in San Luis Obispo, dealing with 
book-length works. The group is fully 
committed to helping one another craft material 
in the chosen genres with helpful critiques and 

encouragement. Marketing techniques are part of 
the on-going exchange. We are currently full but 
welcome one-time guests to observe how our 
group functions in the hope of encouraging 
establishment of new groups. CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:"" Barbara Wolcott, 543-5240       
                                        

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am to 
noon in San Luis. Members bring original work 
to each session and read aloud to the group. The 
group provides constructive suggestions for 
improving the writing and the structure of the 
stories. Prose forms of literature–short stories, 
novels, memoirs, essays, newspaper and 
magazine articles, travel–are this group’s forte. It 
welcomes writers who are serious about 
producing work for publication. Those interested 
in attending or who need more information 
should telephone.   CURRENTLY FULL — NOT 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderators:" Terry Sanville, 541-0492 
                    "" Gloria Pautz,   543-2049

SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This group 
thrives on variety, writing short stories, articles, 
poetry and novels, all genres from fiction to 
biography and memoirs. Members exchange 
work by email at least one week before the 
meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques 
aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing 
strengths in everything from plot and character 
development to grammar and proper manuscript 
preparation. Intermediate to to advanced writers 
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are welcome.  We meet in a casual and fun 
atmosphere and are serious about fully 
developing each member’s writing talent, 
whether for publication or self-satisfaction. 
Visitors are always welcome.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS 
Moderator:" " Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           " j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

WHAT IF? WRITING GROUP II

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction. 
Meets every Wednesday in Los Osos from 3:00 
pm to 5:00 pm. Not a traditional NightWriter 
critique group. Work is produced in each 
session, then analyzed according to the objective 
of the day’s goal. Based on writing exercises 
designed to jump-start the creative process 
(gleaned from a variety of published authors), 
these sessions take writers through the process 
of writing fiction from inception of idea to the 
final resolution. This group is for all writers who 
want to learn the process of crafting a well-told 
story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 
story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc.   
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS 
Contacts:" Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
" " aim2write@yahoo.com

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit
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