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Our Mar. 13th Meeting

Margins, Indents, and 
Queries

Have you ever been stuck with a submission for a contest 
or any other entry? Have you ever had a piece rejected 

because you didn't quite get the entry details right?

This evening will focus on all the things you need to 
know about submitting your  entries, and more.

Step One: Formatting Your Page (Susan Tuttle)
         One of the best ways to be seen as professional in the 
writing world is having manuscript pages that are properly 
formatted. If you’re looking to enter a contest, or submit 
your work to a journal, newspaper, editor, agent or 
publisher, you must make sure your manuscript meets 
today’s requirements. With so much competition out there, 
the more professional you can appear, the better your 
chances of rising to the top. Learn how to format your 
word processing documents before you begin to write, so 
that when it’s ready for submission you don’t have to re-do 
all the formatting. This part of the evening will show you 
how to set up a re-usable template so that your margins, 
returns, spacing and typeface are correct, in both Word and 
Pages.

Step Two: The All-Important Query Letter (Rebecca 
Waddell)
         The dreaded Query Letter is your first introduction to 
an agent, editor or other publishing industry professional 
for a novel, short story or an article. No matter how good 
your work is, if your query doesn’t capture the interest of 
the agent or editor, your book, story or article won’t see the 
light of print. The second half of the evening will show you 
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Fellow Writers!
 Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?

 Getting married or having a baby?
 Suffering from the loss of a loved one?

Email me, Torry Dickinson, at torrydickinson@gmail.com
 and I’ll send them a card from their SLO NightWriters family.

        Torry

how to write that all-important business letter: what must be in it, how to structure it, and 
equally important, what can sink you before you begin. Come learn how to make sure your 

query rises way above all the others out there.

    Susan Tuttle is the multi-award-
winning author of 18 books in various 
genres, has work in 5 anthologies, and is a 
professional freelance editor, presenter 
and writing instructor. She has judged 
numerous writing competitions, 
including the NW Golden Quill 
Competition. In both contests and her 
publishing/editing work, Susan mentors 
writers on how to properly format 
manuscripts for submission. When she’s 
not eating chocolate and drinking tea, 
she’s gleefully killing people (on paper) 
or playing with her invisible cat.

Rebecca Waddell: Represented by Jessica 
Schmeidler of Golden Wheat Literary, 
Rebecca Waddell is a mom, poet, and 
blogger who writes young adult and 
middle grade novels and has work 
published with nine anthologies and 
literary magazines. She is also a literary 
intern to her agent at Golden Wheat 
Literary. When she isn’t writing, Rebecca 
eats chocolate and pets wolfacorns with 
her two children and husband. She can 
also be found posting way too 
many pictures of her dog on Instagram 
and tweeting coffee gifs at her agent.

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
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Janice Konstantinidis

President’s Message: 
It’s March Already
Hello Fellow NightWriters,

I know this is going to sound hackneyed, but here it 
comes: I can't believe it's March already! 

This disbelief may or may not have been accentuated by 
the fact that we waited until yesterday to take our Christmas tree 
down. 

The days are drawing out and, with only just over two weeks until the equinox, it's no 
small wonder I am feeling that time is passing far too quickly.

As I sit writing this message, I feel happy to hear the sound of much-needed rain. The 
news that there are no mudslides makes for a very good Friday night.

In my last message to you, I asked if anyone knew of anyone who could be our contest 
director for this year's Golden Quill Writing Contest. Unfortunately, there were no volunteers, 
therefore we won't be running the contest this year. Every effort will be made to offer the 
contest in 2019.

On the brighter side, we will be running a smaller competition for members of SLO 
NightWriters this year.

I'll let you know more details and the theme of our competition my next message, if not 
earlier.  We'll devote a special general meeting when people who enter can read their pieces, 
and we'll conduct a silent auction. I think it will be fun.

While on the topic of contests, the judges of our last contest and in previous years, 
noted that we had to reject quite a few entries (11 last year). The reason for these rejections 
was that they didn't comply with the submission directions in one way or another.

Our March general meeting will focus on formatting, and other matters relating to the 
correct way to submit an entry for a contest or any other places you may be sending your 
writing. 

I see this as a much-needed opportunity for many members to learn what they need to 
know so they can avoid rejection.

We've had another batch of The Best of SLO NightWriters in Tolosa Press Anthologies 
printed. These will be available for purchase at each meeting.

Don't forget to keep your submissions coming for publication in Simply Clear 
Marketing & Media. Please contact our submissions manager, Jeanie Hundertmark, if you 
have any questions: clementyne@gmail.com

mailto:clementyne@gmail.com
mailto:clementyne@gmail.com
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I am pleased to welcome Tammie Burnsed to our board. Tammie has stepped up as 
Vice President. Tammie brings to the board a wealth of experience in writing, editing and 
much more. I am very grateful to her for offering her time to the organization.

We'll have a show of hands at the March general meeting when we vote formally for 
Tammie as Vice President.

I hope to see many of you there.
I wish you all a safe, and healthy March.  “Write often.”

" Janice Konstantinidis
President SLO NightWriters.
Jkon50@gmail.com

NightWriters “Round Tables”
There are two types of critique tables that meet before our general meeting.

1. Peer Group Table: at Rosie Makinney’s table, participants critique each others’ work 
in a safe and supportive environment. Get feedback on your work in progress and practice 
your constructive critiquing skills. It’s also a great way to get to know other writers in the 
group, and learn the critiquing process if you’re new to it. You do not have to bring work to 
participate. 

2. Professional Level Table: Terry Sanville and Susan Tuttle will give feedback on 
pieces from a professional editor’s viewpoint. This includes formatting. If you feel your 
work is almost ready to send out, or if you want a deeper look at the mechanics of your 
piece, this is the table for you. 

Bring three copies of your work: one for Terry, one for Susan, and one for you to
read from. All submissions must be only 2 pages, typed, 12-point font, double
spaced, 1” minimum margins all around. Note at the top what the genre is, and the
age of your audience. 

More and more writers are coming to the Critique Table. If you want to make sure your 
piece is read, arrive before the start time to get your name on the list. The Critique Round 
Table starts at 5:15 pm sharp.
! " Critique Round Tables begin at 5:15 pm and run for an hour. They are free to 
NW members, $5.00 for visitors.
" The General Meeting follows at 6:30 pm.

mailto:Jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:Jkon50@gmail.com
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KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS...
" Announcing the release of Tales From A Rocky Coast, 
a unique anthology that truly has something for everyone. A 
compendium of fiction (mystery, sci-fi, and general fiction), 
memoir and poetry, this book comes with the bonus of QR 
codes to take you to even more places. Complied by four 
local authors, including NightWriter Susan Tuttle, Tales From 
A Rocky Coast is available in print from Amazon.com. A 
digital version is in the planning stages.

Susan Tuttle has been invited to be a solo presenter at the upcoming PSWA writer’s 
conference in Las Vegas this July. She will give a presentation on The Art of Self-Editing to 
attendees, who are writers, police officers and detectives, forensics experts, and FBI agents. 
Wish her luck!

“Earth and Night”, a poem by our illustrious President, Janice Konstantinidis, will be 
published in the March issue of Sagacious Illumination—Literary Greatness. 
Congratulations, Janice!

Tiny Tales: 5 Minute or Less Reads for Busy People, by Susan Tuttle, will be available in 
print on Amazon.com by March 15, first in print format and then in digital format. There are 
5 different volumes in the series: Mystery/Suspense; Sci-fi/Fantsay; Skylark, PI; Flash 
Fiction; and Romancing the Muse. Look for them on Amazon, and at the NightWriters 
general meetings.

Thirty local authors, including some NightWriters, will be exhibiting their books on Sunday, 
March 18 at the Monarch Dunes in Nipomo, from 11 am to 5 pm. All genres will be 
represented. There will be prizes and readings all through the day. See you there!

" “A book is made from a tree. It is an assemblage of flat, flexible parts (still called 
“leaves”) imprinted with dark pigmented squiggles. One glance at it and you hear the 
voice of another person, perhaps someone dead for thousands of years. Across the 
millennia, the author is speaking, clearly and silently, inside your head, directly to you. 
Writing is perhaps the greatest of human inventions, binding together people, citizens of 
distant epochs, who never knew one another. Books break the shackles of time—proof 
that humans can work magic." " " " " " " ~Carl Sagan
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Congratulations to 
SLO NightWriter 

Ruth Starr
published in 

February!

Submit your stories for inclusion in 
Simply Clear Marketing & Media

Full submission guidelines 
at www.slonightwriters.org

Submit your 500-600 word short fiction to Jeanie 
Hundertmark at clementyne@gmail.com

Pick up copies of SLO City News, Bay News and Coast News at local stores and 
kiosks. Visit the SCMM on-line archives to read other NW stories published in the CC 

Life section of SCMM at www.tolosapressnews.com

http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
http://www.tolosapressnews.com
http://www.tolosapressnews.com
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NW Member Authors, Sell Your Books!
	

	 Sell your books at our general monthly meetings! If you are a member of the SLO 
NightWriters, we encourage you to take part. We will have a table set up for you to display, 
discuss and sell your books.
" Please note—SLO NightWriters holds no liability in this process. All authors 
participating are responsible for their own money exchanges and for the security of their 
own funds and books. Your dues with the SLO NightWriters must be current.

 Volunteers Needed
" With our goal of extending member involvement and continuing to fulfill 
SLO NightWriters’ mission of supporting and advancing fellow writers, we are 
seeking volunteers for the following Teams:

1. Meeting Room Organization: Helping to organize the meeting room before the 
general meeting and assisting with packing up at the end.

2. Newsletter Editor: Susan has stepped up to fill in until a permanent editor can be 
found. If you can lay out pages and photos in Word and save as a .pdf file, please 
consider stepping up to take over or even just help out.

3. Board Members at Large: These are members who attend board meetings and 
who can be on call to help as needed.
a. Backup Positions: we need people who will learn key board positions, and 

who can act as backups when needed. 
i. Administration; Treasury; Website; Programs; Editing of Newsletter.

" Our board meetings are open to all; come sit in and see how it all works. We 
meet on the first Tuesday evening of every month at 6:00 pm, right at the United 
Church of Christ, in a room adjacent to where our general meetings are held. 
" Please respond to President Janice Konstantinidis (jkon50@gmail.com) if you 
are interested and/or available to help in any of these jobs. And, if you think of 
other ways you can help out, we’d love to hear from you.
" Come visit a board meeting and see where your skills might come in handy!
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Review of February Meeting 

The February meeting was a crowded and fun time 
for all. Terry Sanville and Susan Tuttle held court in the 
main room, while Rosie Makinney and her merry group 
filled the auxiliary room.

Everyone had their choice of a more serious 
critique from our dynamic duo or Rosie’s lighter side, 
both of which worked quite well for all involved. I 
wanted to clone myself, so I could just sit in and stay put 
in both. There’s always so much to learn if you’re willing 
to listen!

We had a little social break from 6:15 to 6:35, then 
kicked the night off with kudos, hearing about the strides 
of all sizes from some of our fellow SLO NightWriters. I 
find it very encouraging to see what my fellow writers are 
accomplishing. Even a rejection is an affirmation that the 
basic work is being done, for an ultimate victory. 

Anne R. Allen, the Blog Queen, gave a fascinating 
talk about how a blog can be more than just part of a 
writer’s platform, aiding and abetting the writer’s growth 
every step of the way on their career. Anne shared stories 
and snippets from her own writing career as well as some 
others, but she did not show up to pontificate. Her good-
natured banter and give and take with the audience 
created an entertaining and immersive evening. She not 
only takes questions but also asks some of her own.

Anne set down a solid foundation of how to get a 
blog of one’s own started and maintained. She described 
different levels of a blog which will complement the level 
a writer is at in that moment, giving examples of pitfalls 
to be aware of. There was plenty of meat on the bones of 
this informative talk, but with a lovely sprinkling of 
lighter dessert moments besides. She took issues that keep 
others away from starting a blog head on, such as “What 
do I write about?” and “How often would I need to spend 

By Dennis Eamon Young
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time on the blog, instead of working on my 
novel?” and made them less scary.

Anne’s blog is the only one I read. 
I’ve tried reading some others, but no one 
else maintains a good grasp on relevant 
issues like Anne does. Time spent with 
Anne is, indeed, time well spent. Anne’s 
blog is one addition to your writer’s tool kit 
that you cannot afford to be without!
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NightWriter All-Stars

Spotlight On...
Meagan Friberg  

“Miss Many Hats”by: Dennis 
Eamon Young

The old saying goes, “If you want something done, give it to a busy person.” and that 
has been the case with Meagan Friberg. Meagan writes for and edits magazines. That would 
be enough, in and of itself to keep a person busy. Her personal life, full of challenges, has 
been a whirlwind of demands, more than enough to preclude a person from being available 
for outside challenges. 

Despite all that, Meagan has only now stepped down from being the NightWriters 
Story Liaison to Simply Clear Marketing (Tolosa Press, until recently). It was her 
responsibility to field new stories from NightWriters, shepherd them through the process of 
going out to her committee of readers, collating the editing remarks and advice, and 
communicating it all back to the submitting writers. After one or more turns back and forth, 
Meagan would then send a group of stories to the Simply Clear Marketing Chief Editor, “T”, 
as submissions for future issues.

Meagan has volunteered at the Central Coast Writers Conferences. She stepped up to 
the major Volunteer Coordination role for the past two years, when our dear Anna Unkovich 
became ill with cancer and passed away. She also has overseen set-up and table-sitting 
schedules of the NightWriters tables at the Conference, helped Joanne Feeney with our social 
outreach and been a super NightWriters cheerleader on many other projects behind the 
scenes.

Instead of just resting on her prodigious laurels, now that she has stepped away from 
being our story liaison, she has taken on all the social outreach duties from our departing 
Joanne Feeney. Meagan is a true example of an activist Board member, always ready to lend 
a hand where needed, good sound advice on thorny issues, or just a friendly ear to be there 
for others. She is one of those rare flexible people who can be a great team member or lone 
flyer.
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Whatever issue I had to contend with as president, 
Meagan could always be relied upon to have valuable 
and well-thought-out advice presented in a judicious and 
timely manner, along with a side of humor. Also, from 
personal experience, I’ve come to trust her intuitive 
instincts as an editor. She has a sharp eye for ferreting out 
necessary cuts, without injury to the truth of the subject 
matter. 

I’m very proud to call her a friend, and all 
NightWriters should be very proud to have her at work 
with such diligence for the common good.

(To contact Dennis about being featured in the 
Spotlight On... column, email him at: 
photodennis44@gmail.com) 

Writers on the Radio
NightWriter Jean Moelter is the host of Artsy People, the radio show that promotes 

local artists of all kinds, their work, and events. Thursdays at 2:00 pm with a rebroadcast 
Mondays at 5:00 pm. It’s heard on KYXZ Excellent Radio 107.9 FM out of Grover Beach. 

Have you just published a book? Would you like to tell the community about it? 
Consider being a guest on Artsy People. Just send an email to Jean at 
artsypeople@yahoo.com. Or, if you have an event coming up, such as a book signing, email 
an announcement to Jean and she’ll read it on the air.

Jean interviews a different artist, live, each week at the Excellent Radio station. So far, 
three NightWriters have been guests on the show. Jean has also interviewed musicians, 
storytellers, actors, and comedians. 

To listen to past interviews, and to see the list of upcoming guests, go to Jean’s 
website and click on Artsy People in the menu: https://sites.google.com/view/jeanmoelter.

Don’t miss this great marketing opportunity for authors!

Meagan Friberg

mailto:photodennis44@gmail.com
mailto:photodennis44@gmail.com
mailto:artsypeople@yahoo.com
mailto:artsypeople@yahoo.com
https://sites.google.com/view/jeanmoelter
https://sites.google.com/view/jeanmoelter
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MUSINGS AND NEWS

What Do You Write?
“I’m writing a book. I have the page numbers done.”  

 ~Steven Wright~

" Have you ever noticed that when you tell someone you’re a writer, the person seems 
intrigued? “What are you writing?” they might ask. The urge to impress is strong, but if you 
are struggling to develop your plot or your characters, a good story arc or trying to figure out 
a good hook at the end of a chapter, nothing impressive might come to mind.
" At this point, you might want to quote Steven Wright above—simple, succinct, bound 
to draw a laugh. Some years ago at a general meeting, a gentleman was standing in the 
doorway, as I walked in. I didn’t hear him say anything, but I was close enough to read his 
lips.
" “Please, don’t get up,” he mouthed. I started to laugh, and we shared a few moments 
of fun. I suspect he was like many of us who feel uncomfortable walking into a new setting. 
He found something that worked for him and he continued to use it. He wasn’t trying to 
impress anyone, but rather to ease himself and this time brought a smile me to me. 
" His comment reminded me of a similar ice breaker I read about and have used on 
trips. It works best on a crowded elevator on a cruise ship. I turn around, face the occupants 
and say, “I know you’re wondering why I called this meeting today.” I get one of three 
responses: 1) a what’s your problem look; 2) the same look and then a shout of laughter; or 3) 
Immediate laughter which quickly spreads to the other passengers.
 " I love the last two reactions because even in that short time, people bond. On smaller 
cruise ships passengers begin to encounter familiar faces and, having shared a laugh, they 
become shipboard friends. Vacation contacts can be great fodder for an essay or story. 
" If you’d like to submit for Simply Clear Marketing or to a contest with an open theme, 
but wonder what would be suitable, I suggest that the best way to get ideas is to read the 
NightWriter column or check winners of previous contests posted on the site page. Learn to 
look at what others have written and let your mind run with whatever triggers an idea or a 
memory for you.

Writers are encouraged to carry notebooks or use their phones to record story ideas 
when they pop up. Begin building your list now.
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Word of the Month
“Fuliginous”

Definition: (adj, L: fuligo, soot) sooty; colored 
by or as if by soot; the color of soot, dull 
grayish-black or brown

Synonyms: smoky, sooty, dusky, obscure

Usage: The low, dark storm clouds lent a 
fuliginous atmosphere to the air.

Quote 
of the Month

" “Write. Rewrite. When not 
writing or rewriting, read. I know of 
no shortcuts.”
" " " "       
" "        ~Larry L. King, WD 

I’m looking at my published novel for chapters that I could rewrite as complete short 
stories.

If you get an idea, but you have no idea where to go with it, write it down and then ask 
a series of “what if” questions. For example:

Story idea: A woman finds out her husband has been cheating on her while she 
was taking care of her sick mother.
Now what?
What if she discovers a picture of his lover wearing a gown of hers?
What if the woman murders her husband? 
What if the woman uses the gown to mop up blood and leaves it for evidence 
with the “cheater’s” DNA on it to frame her?
And on and on...

" " " The example was a bit contrived, but I hope it gave you an idea. Think about the places 
you spend time regularly—the gym, work, your church. 

What if the old man crossing the street with a cane is a sky diver?
Just let your imagination run wild.

"
If you are wondering whether the idea rolling around in your head might morph into a 

potential story, try it out.

In the Rhythm of Writing,
Judythe Guarnera
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    WRITER BY THE SEA

TRANSITIONS
“The country’s going to hell in a handbasket.”
This would be the first day of Eloise’s new life. Everything

depended on how she would do on the SAT’s today.
Uncle Charlie would never talk about the war—how it made 

a man of him, but more importantly, what kind of man it made of him.
This is how it goes with the transitions in our lives, they come in 

small, medium and large. Then there are extra size changes such as 
wars, plagues and the eventual meeting with another intelligent species. 

In many instances, there might be transition after another, in a steady stream so small 
as not to be noticed. Years later with determined intent, you might discern one from another 
and understand the very formation of your life. Most human beings are not so 
introspective, calmly accepting what fate has bestowed upon them, either good or bad 
rather than realize that their own choices every step of the way had been the determining 
factor.

When we read a story, see a play, or watch a movie, we see these transitions that 
characters are affected by quite clearly and wonder how they could not be aware of them. 
Some smug glance from a villain makes him or her seem otherworldly in awareness, while 
the victims proceed blithely ahead to danger and mayhem. If the protagonist is too naïve, 
we may put the book down or leave a movie, knowing we would never be so dumb.

Life itself is nothing more than a series of transitions from one moment to another or 
one state to another. It is what we do or do not do within all these potentialities that makes 
our personal stories work or not work to our benefit or fit within our plans. We are 
constantly writing and re-writing the scripts to our lives, just the same as the author of a 
story may re-write a scene or even a complete chapter to affect events to come. 

Now, if we inspect the ways in which a writer proceeds to build a story, the first 
thing we will notice is the plotter/pantser dichotomy. The plotter is the author who cannot 
proceed without some sense of an outline to guide them seamlessly throughout the story. 
Some might only require a general sense of storyline and basic outline of characters 
involved. Others will need everything spelled out in extreme detail before they can commit 

by: Dennis Eamon 
Young
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themselves to work. Most planners tend to fall somewhere in between the two. I cannot get 
any steam going unless I have a title to work from.

The pantser is a writer at the other end of the writing spectrum. An example of this 
type is the great science/science fiction writer Isaac Asimov. Asked by an interviewer about 
his approach to writing far-flung space opera stories with multiple characters and unique plot 
twists, the interviewer was aghast at Mr. Asimov’s contention that it was not minutely 
scripted out in advance. Mr. Asimov went on to relate his technique to be that of the ultimate 
pantser: he would write himself into a corner, then write his way back out of said corner. That 
is not an advised approach to take unless you happen to be a Mensa genius with a history of 
writing for the pulp market and a real scientist.

It’s a very popular dictum these days to live in the moment—Carpe Diem! That does 
not divorce you from the future. Rather, it allows you to seize the moment you are in and 
adjust it to have a desired effect on the future. Such a philosophical approach could be utilized 
by both plotters and pantsers, with quite different results. In either instance it allows the 
person, writer or not to have more control of their life and/or story. Whether you plan each 
detail, or let the fates decide your course, make the most out of all those transitions.

Excelsior! 
Dennis

Submit Your Stories, Photos, and Ads 
to the Newsletter

" We will publish advertisements for NightWriters’ books and book- or writing-
related events. This advertising is Free For Members. Please provide the graphic (book 
cover or other graphic) for the announcement.
" We will also accept original photographs, and unpublished Flash Fiction 
between 400-800 words from current members. Excerpts from published works, if they 
stand alone as their own mini-story, are also acceptable.
" We always need articles, kudos and event notices. And if you have any other 
ideas for content, please let me know.
" Send all submissions as attachments to: aim2write@yahoo.com, and be 
sure to put NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION in the subject line.
" We’re all writers... so, take advantage of this opportunity to be published in one of 
the best organizational newsletters around!
" Susan Tuttle
" Editor

mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
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For the Love of Words
"Lexophiles" describes those who have a love for word plays, such as "you can tune a 

piano, but you can't tuna fish", or "To write with a broken pencil is pointless."
An annual competition is held by the New York Times see who can create the best 

original lexophile. Here are some of the entries. (This year's winning submission is posted at 
the very end.)

1.No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery.
2. If you don't pay your exorcist you can get repossessed.
3. I’m reading a book about anti-gravity. I just can’t put it down.
4. I didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew on me.
5. Did you hear about the crossed-eyed teacher who lost her job because she couldn't 

control her pupils?
6. When you get a bladder infection, urine trouble
7. When chemists die, they barium
8. I stayed up all night to see where the sun went, and then it dawned on me.
9. I changed my iPod’s name to Titanic. It’s syncing now.
10. England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool.
11. Haunted French pancakes give me the crepes.
12. This girl today said she recognized me from the Vegetarians Club, but I'd swear 

I've never met herbivore.
13. I know a guy who's addicted to drinking brake fluid, but he says he can stop any 

time.
14. A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months.

Let’s Get Social
Be sure to give us a “like” on Facebook at SloNightWriters and take it a step further by 

“liking” and “sharing” our posts. 
On Twitter, our moniker is @slonightwriters—tweet us a hello sometime soon! 
And, we have recently launched our Instagram account—follow us at slo_nightwriters 

and we’ll follow you back!
Looking forward to connecting with all of you online, on your smart phone, tablet, or 

however you like to enjoy your social media!
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15. When the smog lifts in Los Angeles U.C.L.A.
16. I got some batteries that were given out free of charge.
17. A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought tooth and nail.
18. A will is a dead giveaway.
19. With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress.
20. Police were summoned to a daycare center where a three-year-old was 

resisting a rest.
21. Did you hear about the fellow whose entire left side was cut off? He's all 

right now.
22. A bicycle can't stand alone; it's just two tired.
23. The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine last week is now fully 

recovered.
24. He had a photographic memory but it was never fully developed.
25. When she saw her first strands of gray hair she thought she'd dye.
26. Acupuncture is a jab well done. That's the point of it.

And the 'Winner' of this year’s contest is:

27. Those who get too big for their pants will be totally exposed in the end.

Two Writers 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 by Janice Konstantinidis

Two writers were talking of diction,
one said he favored nonfiction,
the other was terse,
she leaned to free verse,
claiming this was best for depiction.

They chatted away all one day,
neither would yield either way.
A passing historian,
once valedictorian,
thought both were right in some way.
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Edu-Cats
" " " " " " " " by: Susan Tuttle

Russell carried his tea into the living room. He’d spent three hours after dinner 
correcting the essays his History students had written, and he felt totally discouraged. 
Hadn’t any of them learned anything? One certainly couldn’t tell from these papers. I must be 
the worst teacher in the history of education, he thought as he turned on his television set.

All he wanted was to relax for an hour, sip his tea, and forget for a while that he had 
students whose minds were his responsibility. He wished he was more effective, more 
inspiring, a better person. But alas, it was what it was, and therefore he was who he was. 
He’d be forced to resort to drastic measures yet again if he wanted his students to pass up to 
the next grade level with decent marks under their belts.

He sighed, finished his tea and muted the set.
“Constantine,” he called. “I need you.”
The animal stalked into the room, its sleepy eyes narrowed on Russell. It sat just inside 

the doorway and gave a low growl deep in its throat.
“Oh, don’t get your fur all in a ruff,” Russell said. “You agreed to this, don’t you 

remember? Sorry it interferes with your multitude of daily naps.”
He patted his lap and the huge cat leapt up, then put his front paws on Russell’s chest 

and stared into his eyes. It always amazed Russell how much intelligence he saw in the 
golden depths. It was almost as though he could read Constantine’s thoughts: I figured you’d 
need me less as time went on, not more. Don’t you know how to teach by now?

“Don’t be rude.” Russell set his hand on the cat’s spine just above his tail. “It’s not me, 
it’s the times. The kids are too involved in their video games and social media to pay me, or 
their lessons, much attention. I need all the help I can get. If you’ll stand still a moment, we 
can get this over with and you can go back to sleep.”

After treat time, Constantine reminded him. Russell grinned his agreement.
Then they both closed their eyes as Russell began to stroke the cat from tail to head, 

ruffling its fur, making sparks fly. With every stroke he saw Constantine’s life, the wars, the 
conquests, the women, the religious fervor that had made the man famous. Heat danced off 
the cat’s back as its fur crackled; a deep, quiet growl of both pain and pleasure issued from 
its chest. After ten minutes Russell, replete with the reality of Constantine’s timeline, filled 
with anecdotes and fascinating tidbits that would lure the kids away from their social media 
devices, reversed the cat’s position and smoothed down his fur. Then he opened his eyes.
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“Okay, thanks,” he said, giving the cat a slight push to send him down onto 
the floor. “Now send in Will, please; I need help with Elizabethan literature, too. 
Then I’ll give you both your special treats.”

Russell grinned as he waited for the Siamese to arrive and give him insights 
into the Globe theater and its denizens. He thought about the serving wenches 
Will had introduced him to at the last session, and thought, Maybe teaching isn’t 
such a bad occupation, after all.

! ! ! ! ! This story can be found in:
! ! ! ! ! Tiny Tales—Scifi-Fastasy: 5 Minute or Less
! ! ! ! ! ! Reads for Busy People

WORD PLAY
A new column by Morgann Tayllor

A euphemism is the silk sheet draping a cover-up. At times gratuitous, 
sometimes amusing, occasionally essential. Often it is a word or expression used to 
elevate a position, polish a social impropriety or soften life’s tragedies. 

" " " " * * *
Back in the heyday of the aerospace industry, the word engineer was so 

trendy that it became an honorary euphemism for those whose work was important, 
but had little or nothing to do with engineering. EX:
" 1. Domestic worker: household engineer

2. Garbage pick-up crew: sanitation engineers who dumped the trash in the 
city or county garbage dump, AKA a landfill
 " Today’s technology doesn’t always require an engineering degree, but utilizes 
selected concepts, methods and elements of engineering: EX: software engineers 
(assorted computer programmers), audio engineers (for entertainers and broadcast 
media), ships engineers (supervising a crew of technicians and all aspects of ship 
maintenance, mechanical and electronic).

The concept of engineering began in antiquity with the wheel, pulley and 
lever and gained credence around the fourteenth century with the invention, design, 
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implementation and management of military engines of war and other advances in tools 
of utility. Later civilian uses expanded the definition and applications of engineering 
with the construction of buildings, bridges, roads, vehicles and other matters of daily 
living.  

The engineer is the backbone of civilization. The word itself is so embedded in  
language, it even shines as a euphemism. 

       * * *       
Try transliterating an American euphemism in a foreign country.
As recent arrivals on military assignment to Recife, Brazil many years ago, we 

joined another American couple for a drive to a small restaurant in a tiny coastal village 
just south of Recife.
" The restaurant had two items on the menu: fresh giant prawns and beer, as many 
or as much as one could eat or drink. And I did. Too much. I had had a little time to 
learn a few Portugese words before our departure to Brazil, but when I asked the waiter 
directions to the privada in formal Portugese, it stopped him stone cold. 

I repeated my request. The waiter was flummoxed. Uh-oh. Wrong dialect!  In 
desperation, I made the motion for washing my hands. 

“Aah…toilete!” the waiter beamed and pointed toward a narrow hallway.
" Prematurely relieved, I approached two curtained doorways side by side. Both 
had wooden signs over the doors, but nothing written in Brazilian Portugese
to indicate gender. There were graphics instead: a Pineapple was painted on one sign, 
an Apple on the other. 
" This was no time to gawk. I made a quick guess, chose the Apple and rushed into 
the Ladies Room. 
" " " " " * * *
" Death is alive. It lives with us every day. Death is also renewal. But it can be 
devastating to those left behind. In the end, it’s the euphemism that cushions the blow.

EX: Our mother passed (died) today at 11:11 a.m. after a pernicious bout of 
cancer. The body is sent to the mortuary (funeral parlor) where after final preparation, 
she is ready for private visitation, (one last goodbye for family and a few close friends). 
            At the church service, Mom is remembered with personal stories and eulogies; a 
photo display at the altar gives glimpses of her life. After the service, a Celebration of 
Life (successor to the wake) is held where friends, family and associates share more 
memories of the deceased (Mom) over a buffet including her favorite food, wine and 
coffee, while a video of Mom’s finest moments loops on a large screen in the 
background. 
" A solemn cortege (funeral procession) drives to the Memorial Gardens (cemetery) 
and a private internment (for family and friends by invitation only). After a brief 
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ceremony, the dearly departed (Mom) is laid to rest (buried). For each of the bereaved, 
the grieving process will unfold at its own pace. 
" There is no adequate euphemism for grief.

Copyright 2017-18 by Morgann Tayllor Jack. All rights reserved.

Dealing With Writer’s Block
" It’s inevitable. We will all suffer from writer’s block at one time or another, 
for one reason or another. Here are fourteen ideas on how to deal with your 
creative constipation:

1.Go for a walk.
2.Eliminate distractions.
3.Do something to get your blood flowing (like running).
4.Play at something.
5.Change your environment.
6.Read a book.
7.Free write.
8.Listen to music (try classical or jazz to mix it up).
9.Brew some coffee, or tea.
10. Create a routine. Many famous writers have daily routines to
" summon the Muse.
11. Spend some time with someone who makes you feel good.
12. Call an old friend.
13. Brainstorm ideas in bullet points.
14. Read some inspiring quotes to get you started.

Keep in mind, you won’t stop writer’s block by:
1.Refusing to write until you feel “inspired.”
2.Wallowing in self-pity.
3.Procrastinating or making excuses.
4.Watching TV
5.Reading articles on how to overcome writer’s block.

When all else fails remember:
You over come writer’s block by writing.

" " " " " " ~from www.goinswriter.com
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A Message From Pat Gimer
I recently visited Kick Start, a new group organized by David Schwab. Kick Start meets 

monthly in SLO on Monday evenings at Dave’s home near Broad and Tank Farm. The group 
currently has four members. Dave Schwab is a motorcycle-riding aficionado who is working 
on a book that incorporates years of his biker experiences. 

Steve Bowder has already drafted thirty-plus chapters of an historical novel inspired by 
a 5 page booklet entitled “a Brief History of the Massacre of the Wiseman Children” based on 
1895 interviews with his great grandfather, Henson Wiseman, some 32 years after the incident.  

Rhonda Collin’s book about sexual abuse in athletic programs was published before it 
was ready (it’s a long story!) and she is now working feverishly on editing the work so more 
copies can be printed. 

Pat Gimer has the beginnings of a novel, but lately her muse is distracting her with 
short stories and poems. This group that is still developing its working structure, can 
accommodate a couple of new members. As is customary for all NightWriter groups, visitors 
are welcome.

See pages 27 & 28 for open groups, and page 29 for closed groups you can visit.

Critique Group Requests

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  

Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Pat Gimer (patgimer@gmail.com)  We’ll 

print your specific request in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 
members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing. 

If you form a new group, please let Pat know so she can list it on our website, in the newsletter, 
and office any assistance you might need. (Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at 
www.slonightwriters.org. 

***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability, but we do strive to 
facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing affiliations. 
While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we hope they 
lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:patgimer@gmail.com
mailto:patgimer@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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Critique Group Requests, Continued

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 
ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  

Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com

Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  

Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.

Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.

Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.

Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.

Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  

Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 
FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  

Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:fangio@charter.net
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK! 
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Janice Konstantinidis 
Vice-President:  Tammie Burnsed
Secretary: Leonard Carpenter
Treasurer: Steve Derks 
Program Director: Janice Konstantinidis
Membership Coordinator: Jim Aarons
Contest Committee Chair: Open
Critique Group Coordinator: Patricia Gimer
Social Media/Publicity Coordinator: Meagan 
" Friberg
Simply Clear Submissions: Jeannie Hundertmark
Welcome Committee: Jean Moelter
Sunshine Chair: Torry Dickinson 
Website Master:/Membership Janice 
" Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Steve Derks
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle, Lillian Brown
Art Director/Photographer: Dennis Eamon Young 
Member at Large: Open
NW Historian: Open
Hospitality:  Baxter Trautman, Brian Schwartz

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

      Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org  and pay with credit card.

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings: the second Tuesday of 
every month, year round. We encourage interested visitors 
to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission free; refreshments served.
    Next Meeting: March 13th, at United Church of Christ 
on Los Osos Valley Rd, San Luis Obispo 93401. General 
meeting begins at 6:30 pm. Round Table presentations start 
at 5:15 pm.
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org

http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org


      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact our webmaster and the 
newsletter editor at slonightwriter@yahoo.com to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW 
Newsletter and on the NW Web site. 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com  with your critique needs and 
genres and we’ll do our best to assist you. 

WRITE NOW
These bi-weekly Wednesday critique meetings 
are for more experienced and tech-savvy writers. 
Submit up to 3,500 words of your current project 
to Dropbox by Sunday night, and then, using 
track-changes in Word, upload your reviews of 
each other member’s work to Dropbox by 6:00 
pm Wednesday. Meeting time is used to cover 
discussion-worthy items: logic issues, theme 
problems, etc. Commas, punctuation, and 
spelling are left on the written page. We follow 
these Rules of Conduct. Recommended reading 
is Story by Robert McKee.
" Meetings are every other Wednesday at 
6:00 pm. Email moderator for location and dates.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:"        Cynthia Replogle
" "        cynthia.replogle@gmail.com

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on the 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 
am to Noon in San Luis. Members bring 
original work to each session to read aloud to 
the group. The group provides constructive 
suggestions for improving the writing and the 
structure of the stories. Prose forms of literature
—short stories, novels, memoirs, essays, 
newspaper and magazine articles—are this 
group’s forte. It welcomes writers who are 
serious about producing work for publication. 
Those interested attending or who need more 
information should telephone.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS"
Moderators:" Terry Sanville (541-0492)
! ! ! Gloria Pautz (543-2049)
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Critique Groups With Openings
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to publish, 
we’ll help you with ideas to improve your 
writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on the 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 
wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:" " Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
" " " " Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP I 
(Wed. a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in 5 Cities 
area from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a traditional 
NightWriter critique group. Work is produced in 
each session, then analyzed according to the 
objective of the day’s goal. Based on writing 
exercises designed to jump-start the creative 
process (based on the lessons and exercises in the 
Write It Right Series), these sessions take writers 
through the process of writing fiction from 
inception of idea to the final resolution. This 
group is for all writers who want to learn the 
process of crafting a well-told story while 
developing their own voice and style. We explore 
such topics as ideas, character, story arc, tone, 
voice, POV, tension, dialogue, resolution, writing 
mechanics, etc.  There is a small monthly fee 
involved for this class to cover materials.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS.

Contact:" " Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
" " " aim2write@yahoo.com

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP II 
(Wed. p.m. Group)

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction, 
a writing instruction class that meets weekly and 
takes about a year to complete. See full 
description under Wed. a.m. Group. Meets from 
3:00-5:00 pm in Los Osos. Current members are 
presently getting their work published after only 
six months or so. CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS

Contact:" Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
" " aim2write@yahoo.com

THE THURSDAY GROUP 

This group meets at 9:00 am every other  
Thursday at The Coffee Bean in Pismo Beach. 
Anyone interested in joining them can email the 
moderator for full details.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS, and 
visitors are always welcome. Contact the 
moderator for details.
Moderator:" " Mark Ruszczyzky
" " " zsur@aol.com

KICK START
Looking for three to four writers who could 
meet on Monday or Tuesday evenings in SLO, 
near Marigold Center (Tank Farm/Broad area). 
For fiction, action adventure, memoir type 
pieces. Start May 1 or 2. Moderator has a Fine 
Arts degree and an MBA.
CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR MEMBERS. 
Contact moderator for details.
Moderator:" " David Schwab
" " " 805-459-3200
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
9:00-11:00 am in Pismo Beach. 
To visit, contact:" Tom Snow
" " " coinerbop@gmail.com

LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. 
To visit, contact:" Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
" "        " Anne Allen, 528-1006

                                              

NORTH COUNTY CRITIQUE GROUP
Meets twice a month on Thursday from 1:30-4:00 
pm at the Atascadero Library.
To visit, contact:" Lillian Brown, 215-6107
" " " lilliofslo@aol.com
" " " Mike Perry, 466-8311
" " " dmperry1012@att.net"
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Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP
This group is currently inactive. 
Contact: " Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
" " irenekooi@gmail.com 

PISMO SATURDAY GROUP
This group is currently inactive.
Moderator:"" " Tom Snow
" " " " coinerbop@gmail.com

SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
This group is currently inactive. 
Moderator:"" Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           " j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

NORTH COUNTY RACONTEURS
This group has disbanded for various reasons 
until further notice.

MEMOIR AND NON-FICTON 
Disbanded until there is more interest.
Contact:" " Judith Bernstein
" " " ryewit@live.com
" " " 805-904-6365

LONG STORY SHORT
This group is currently inactive.
Moderator:! Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
" " mdcomposes@yahoo.com

Inactive Critique Groups
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