
 

SLO NightWriters’ silent 
auction is coming up 
soon. Remember to in-
vite your friends and 
family to the special 
General Meeting on 
September 11 to cele-
brate the Golden Quill 
Writing Contest winners 
and raise some funds for 
our organization. 
 
We have an amazing 
selection of donations 
for your bidding pleas-
ure, and more treasures 
are still coming in! In 
addition to the items 
pictured here, expect an 
offering of editing ser-
vices from Susan Tuttle 
worth $300, a one-year 
membership to Au-
thorDock and a one-year 
subscription to PubWrit-
er from Brian Schwartz, 
for a combined value of 
$249 and a generous 
doggie-care basket that 
includes a 3-month sup-
ply of Nexguard (worth 
approximately $100) 

from Abigail and Jim 
Aarons just to name a few 
of the highlights.   
 
There will also be a variety 
of themed gift baskets and 
some, a hand-made dou-
ble size quilt, vintage and 
collectible items and much 
more. 
 
Bidding will begin as soon 
as the meeting begins, and 
winners will be announced 
at the end of the evening. 
You do not have to be pre-
sent to win, and visiting 
guests are most welcome 
to join in the fun. 

Going, Going, GONE! 
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So get ready to get your 
silent auction on, people! 
Your financial support of 
SLO Nightwriters is 
needed to provide more 
and varied speakers, 
contests and writing-
related events around 
the county. Anything you 
give in excess of the fair 
market value is tax de-
ductible. 

Contact Tammie 
Burnsed as soon as pos-
sible if you have a ser-
vice or item/items you’d 
like to donate. 

writertjburns@gmail.com 

Silent Auction Fundraiser September 11 General Meeting 

SLO NightWriters 

The 2018 Golden Quill  
Writing Contest winners 
will be announced at 
the September 11 Gen-
eral Meeting and some 
of them will read their 
entries. Be there to sup-
port our winners! 

mailto:writertjburns@gmail.com


Hello, fellow NightWriters! 
 
Here we are in Septem-
ber. As you know, it’s 
been a hot and tragic 
summer for many people. 
I hope we can move into 
fall in a more positive 
light. 
 
The SLO NightWriters 
Golden Quill Writing Con-
test entries are in and our 
judges are busy at work. 
Thank you all who en-
tered and thank you to 
our most generous judges 
for their time. 
 
The contest this year was 
never meant to be con-
ducted on a vast scale.  
My intentions were to 
keep the spirit of the 
Golden Quill alive. I hope 
to find a contest director 
for 2019 who will take it to 
the level it deserves. 
 
Our September meeting 
should be great. The con-
test winners will be an-
nounced, and some of 
them will read their en-
tries.  
 
We will also have our 
much-anticipated Silent 
Auction. Tammie Burnsed 
is organizing this event. 
Tammie has worked hard 
to make this event possi-
ble. We have many lovely 
items to auction at this 
point. Tammie will reach 
out to you soon with an 
update about the auction. 
If you have anything to 
donate or any questions 
about the silent auction, 

please contact Tammie at: 
writertjburns@gmail.com 

 
I am very grateful to Lillian 
Brown for stepping up as 
Newsletter Editor. She has 
been on a steep learning 
curve as she takes on a 
new newsletter format, 
which from what I under-
stand is quite a formidable 
task. Kudos and thanks to 
Lillian. Please send all your 
newsletter items to her at:            
lilliofslo@aol.com 
 
Kudos and a huge thanks 
to SLO NW member Mary 
Silberstein, who stepped 
up to provide refreshments 
for our general meetings. 
Thank you, Mary. Kudos 
and thank you to Abigail 
Aarons for coming on 
board to help with our So-
cial Media. Abi does our 
tweeting, while Meagan 
Frieberg continues to up-
date our Facebook page. 
Sincere thanks to Abi for 
taking on this task as social 
media is an essential plat-
form for showcasing SLO 
NightWriters. 
 
I am looking for committed 
and hardworking members 
who can step up to fill the 
posts of Vice President, 
Programs   Director and 
Webmaster. I am looking 
for people with expertise 
and commitment to fill 
these positions. At the mo-
ment I am filling all of these 
rolls. 
 
When I took over the posi-
tion of president of SLO 

NightWriters, I had a vi-
sion of a growing,  sup-
portive and healthy organ-
ization available to writers 
at all levels. While we are 
doing quite well, I can’t 
see us moving forward as 
envisioned without more 
members joining in to 
take on some of the tasks, 
responsibility and the joy 
of guiding NightWriters to 
greater heights. 
 
Please think about what 
skills you have, how much 
time you can spare, and 
consider becoming part of 
the board, or helping in 
whatever capacity possi-
ble. Individual contribu-
tions, big or small, are 
what keep a nonprofit 
organization like ours 
alive and prospering. 
  
In conclusion, I wish to 
express how very grateful 
I am to the current board 
members for all their hard 
work. They are the salt of 
the earth! 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Janice Konstantinidis 
President  

SLO NightWriters 

President’s Message 
by Janis Konstantinidis 
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Moved, Changed 

Email? 

 

Notify NW of any 
change in address 

or email: slo-
nightwriters@yaho

o.com. Join NW 
and send dues or 

renewal checks 
(payable to SLO 
NightWriters) to: 

SLO NightWriters, 
PO Box 2986, Paso 

Robles, CA 93447. 
Or join/renew 

online through our 
website: www. 

slonightwriters.org 

and pay with credit 
card.  
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Terry Sanville 
 
Terry Sanville has had a 
number of publication 
shout outs over the past 
few months. His short sto-
ry "Taken Away" will be 
published in the 2018 edi-
tion of Colere, an annual 
print journal put out by 
Coe College, a private, 
four-year, liberal arts col-
lege in Cedar Rapids, Io-
wa.  
 
"La Guitarra," a long short 
story written by Terry 
from the point of view of a 
flamenco guitar, will ap-
pear in the Autumn 2018 
issue of Perspectives 
Magazine, a print journal 
published in Canada.  
  
Terry’s flash non-fiction 
story, "Old Don Quixotes," 
appeared in the Summer 
2018 edition of Furtive 
Dalliance Literary Re-
view, a new print journal 
published in Central Mich-
igan. Check them out 
at https://
furtivedalliance.com/ 

"The Watcher," a short 
story by Terry,  has been 
published in the 2018 edi-
tion of Havik, an annual 
print journal put out by 
Las Positas College of 
Livermore, California. 
 

Tammie Burnsed 
 
Tammie Burnsed was 
delighted to learn she 
won first prize in the 
Women on Writing Spring 
Flash Fiction Contest with 
her story, “The Deer Ten-
der.”  
 
The award was $400, an 
Amazon gift certificate, 
publication on the WOW 
website and an interview 
(upcoming) in their blog, 
The Muffin.  
 
The guest judge was liter-
ary agent Sharon Pelletier 
from DG&B Agency. 
http://www.wow-
womenonwriting.com/86-
FE1-
Spring18Contest.html 
 

Laurence Houlgate 
 
Laurence Houlgate, Emer-
itus Professor of Philoso-
phy, was proud, yet aston-
ished, to report that his 
book Life After Death?: 
Nonsense Upon Stilts 
climbed the Amazon 
charts this summer. At 
one point the book was 
No.1 in Eschatology, No. 4 
in Consciousness and 
Thought and No. 4 in 
Near Death Experiences.  
 
Larry writes about his 
book for the Amazon de-
tail page, “The subtitle of 
this book gives away its 
conclusion. The very idea 
of life after death is non-
sense, and recent scien-
tific attempts to prove life 
after death are the stilts 
upon which this nonsense 
is precariously balanced.” 
It’s available on Amazon if 
you want to check it out.  
 

Mark Arnold 
 
Mark Arnold was the fea-
tured artist of the month 

If so, we’d like to know 
about it. To have your 
literary kudos included in 
WordSmiths, send an 
email to Lillian Brown at 
lilliofslo@aol.com by the 
15th of the month.  

Do you have a recent 
article or story published 
in a local, national or 
even international print or 
online magazine? Or a 
book published. 

How about a review, or 
an award, honor or 
recognition of your writ-
ing? 

Kudos, Kudos, Kudos... 

Have Kudos to Crow About? 
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for August on the literary 
blog, L’Artiste. The arti-
cle he wrote is titled 
“The Truth Behind Mary 
Shelley’s Famous Wak-
ing Dream Illustrates the 
Difficulty in Interpreting 
Fact for Use in Historical 
Novels.”  
 
Mark is the author of the 
historical novel, 
“Monster,” centered on 
the early life of Mary 
Shelley. Among acco-
lades for the book, the 
Historical Novel Society 
of Devon England re-
cently did an excellent 
review, tagging Mark as 
a “Litera 
ry Historical Novelist for 
Adult Audiences.” You 
can find the review 

at https://

historicalnovelsociety.org/

reviews/monster-the-story-of-

young-mary-shelley/ anytime. 

https://furtivedalliance.com/
https://furtivedalliance.com/
http://www.wow-womenonwriting.com/86-FE1-Spring18Contest.html
http://www.wow-womenonwriting.com/86-FE1-Spring18Contest.html
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https://www.amazon.com/Life-After-Death-Nonsense-Stilts-ebook/dp/B07FLBZRKD/
https://historicalnovelsociety.org/reviews/monster-the-story-of-young-mary-shelley/
https://historicalnovelsociety.org/reviews/monster-the-story-of-young-mary-shelley/
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Well it was a ‘hot time in the old town’ tonight, as we 
started the July meeting in the Guild Hall on Broad 
Street instead of our usual digs, which were packed 
with homeless people, because it is that time of the 
year. We are glad that the community is helping as 
best it can.  
                                          (Continued on next page.) 

Photos and story by Dennis Eamon Young 



(Continued from  
previous page.) 
 
The energy level, due to 
the change seemed a bit 
higher than usual, which 
could be detected in the 
critique table and all 
around the hall. It was a 
good match for our speak-
er of the night, Dr. James 
Aarons, the veterinarian/
writer in our cohort. His 
discussion tonight was cen-
tered on his being the self-
described ADHD AUTHOR, 
how this has affected his 
approach to and method of 
dealing with being a writer. 
 
Watching and listening to 
Dr. Jim was a bit like hav-
ing the Fourth of July all 
over again, as he wan-
dered the floor and hopped 
from one part of his talk to 
another. All we needed for 
this lively evening was 
some rockets going off. 
Luckily, he was quite     

prepared to weave all the 
pieces together, so he 
could demonstrate that 
even with a mind full of 
ideas competing to be 
heard, how he has 
learned to tame the 
ADHD to a more useful 
level.  
 
That would have been 
interesting enough on its 
own, but the purpose he 
had in mind for the even-
ing was to show others 
how to corral the peram-
bulations of the creative 
mind into a more useful 
and organized direction. 
An absolute must for him 
and a meaningful tool for 
us all is sculpting a sense 
of organization, wherein 
all these stray ideas and 
pieces have a designated 
space to be held at the 
ready, until that ‘Aha’ mo-
ment, when they are 

placed in the correct spot 
to bring the puzzle to life. 
 
He went through the pro-
cess, taking questions 
and drawing the listeners 
in like a carnival maestro, 
keeping one and all enter-
tained and becoming a 
part of the whole as he 
explained the method he 
uses to go from ideas to 
pages, to chapters and 
then onto a finished book, 
complete with a well-
designed cover. 

 

Review of NightWriters July Meeting 

Submit Stories, Photos and Ads to the Newsletter 
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If he were a chef, you 
would say he brought out 
a complete banquet for 
one and all, no one going 
home hungry. His outsize 
personality and sense of 
humor was on full display 
for everyone to take away 
what might serve them 
best. 
 
Me hat is off to ye, Dr. Jim 
and a big thanks for the 
evenin’! 

 

     We will publish advertisements for NightWriters’ books and book- or 

writing related events. This advertising is Free For Members. Please pro-

vide the graphic (book cover or other graphic) for the announcement. We 

will also accept original photographs, and unpublished Flash Fiction be-

tween 400-800 words from current members. Excerpts from published 

works, if they stand alone as their own mini-story, are also acceptable. 

We are also interested in articles, kudos and event notices. And if you 

have any other ideas for content, please let me know.  

     Send all submissions as attachments to: lilliofslo@aol.com, and be sure 

to put NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION in the subject line. We’re all writ-

ers... so, take advantage of this opportunity to be published in your news-

letter.                                                                                     Lillian Brown, Editor 



Well, it was exciting to 
have the July meeting at 
the Guild Hall, but every-
one seemed to really ap-
preciate being back at our 
‘regular digs’ for this meet-
ing. Critique folks were 
calmer and everyone set-
tled down to the general 
meeting quicker. Nothing 
quite like being back to 
normal. 
 
First up was Teri Bayus 
with a cornucopia of infor-
mation about the upcom-
ing Central Coast Writers 
Conference, of which she 
is the Director. She’s a real 
whirlwind, builds up a full 
head of steam and keeps 
right on going, letting eve-

ryone know about the 
various programs, classes 
and extras. She raffled off 
one free registration to 
this year’s Conference 
and answered all comers’ 
questions. 
 
The speaker for the even-
ing was author Marilyn 
Meredith. Marilyn is more 
low-key and we all caught 
that vibe for an easy go-
ing meeting of give and 
take with this well-known 
and well published author 
and lovely person. She is 
an award-winning writer, 
known for a variety of 
details gleaned from per-
sonal sources and a forth-
right inquisitiveness that 

disarms (pun intended!) 
law officers she asks 
questions of, for infor-
mation they may not oth-
erwise give out. 
 
Marilyn has taught writing 
for Writers Digest Writing 
Schools, Conferences 
and Retreats, not to men-
tion the personal influ-
ence she has had on 
many writers through her 
membership in Sisters in 
Crime for many years. 
She speaks in a forthright 
manner, answers all 
questions and is always 
willing to add details and 
extras. She is the epitome 
of the helpful seasoned 
writer, never too full of 

Review of NightWriters August Meeting 
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herself to give from her 
store of knowledge and 
experience. She writes 
mysteries, but is not 
mysterious herself. 
 
It was a warm, friendly 
and relaxed evening for 
absorbing the approach 
of a writer and teacher, 
sharing how she gathers 
her ideas, pursues 
threads of a story until 
she has unraveled it and 
is not afraid to ask for 
help in the pursuit of a 
good character, clue, or 
mysterious element. 
 
Many thanks to Marilyn 
for her willingness to 
share of herself. She is a 
treasure. 

Photos and story by Dennis Eamon Young 

Marilyn Meridith 

Teri Bayus speaks to the group. 



More Pictures from NightWriters August Meeting 
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One of the most 
basic questions to ever 
have been asked is 
whether, or not, we come 
into the world predis-
posed to run a certain 
course. Are we pre-
programmed while still 
but a mote, in the vast 
ocean of space? If that be 
the case, just who is the 
author of that program? 
Who might have laid out 
the intricacy of even one 
such life with a plotline 
that could affect millions 
of other beings? Are we 
the designers of our own 
fate, or do we rail against 
the inevitable without re-
course? 

At a memorial 
service for a fellow writer, 
a priest asked this very 
question in his soliloquy. 
He posited a case of him-
self and his father, where-
in his father would try in 
various ways to direct his 
course and yet no matter, 
he seemed to always re-
turn to the course which 
led him to the priesthood. 
Now given that said priest 

obviously had a pretty 
good sense of humor and 
thus his story seemed a 
bit tongue in cheek, yet 
the basic question was 
still there. Are we set up-
on a course all our own as 
soon as we arrive here? 

As a writer, I 
seem to struggle with my 
characters, as to what 
kettle of fish I have gotten 
them into, and what paths 
I have set them on. I 
heartlessly killed off a 
character recently, to mo-
tivate my protagonist to 
seek revenge and propel 
him through a series of 
adventures for my pleas-
ure and that of my read-
ers. Is that not what I am 
meant to do as a writer? 
Is this not my job? That 
character has no intention 
of being killed off and has 
vociferously pointed out 
to me that I will be better 
served with him alive, alt-
hough seriously dam-
aged. My protagonist 
agrees. 

Are we constantly 
creating new and parallel 

universes of cause and 
effect, so no pathway is 
discarded for the sake of 
another? Have I in some 
other universal slot let 
that character proceed 
upon his way, thus alter-
ing the story in some, to 
me, unforeseen way? So 
many times, we rail 
against the cruel fates 
that beset us here in the 
physical realm. As we 
have seen recently, even 
those who are at the peak 
of their game and seem to 
have it all are fighting 
some inner demons we 
are not aware of. And so, 
they end it by their own 
volition. Or that too was 
part of their greater story-
line. They may have 
reached a point of clarity 
that we will never know.  

Every new day 
brings us the pleasures 
and challenges of life, as 
we know it.  I look out the 
window and see a sky full 
of seabirds swirling 
through the air and I un-
derstand that they may be 
feeding on a mass of fish 

 

WRITER BY THE SEA 
by Dennis Eamon Young 

Fellow Writers 
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driven to the surface by 
migrating whales. They 
live within their essence, 
one and all. More than 
likely, they do not stop to 
ponder the meaning of it 
all. But how do we know 
that? They know nothing 
about the forces set in 
motion by the predators 
at the top of the food 
chain, the humans. We 
may be blindly hurtling 
towards a destruction of 
our own making. A de-
struction which may all be 
part of a greater tapestry 
that we are unaware of 
and yet still each one do-
ing their part, driven re-
lentlessly by the very es-
sence of their own nature. 
 

Excelsior, Dennis 

No Escaping the Essence? 

Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement? Getting married or having 

a baby? Suffering from the loss of a loved one? Email me, Torry Dickin-

son, at torrydickinson@gmail.com and I’ll send them a card from their 

SLO NightWriters family.                                                                     Torry 



After years of participat-
ing in a critique group, I 
craved a different ap-
proach.  
 
Did I benefit from those 
years? Very definitely. 
Being surrounded by fel-
low writers who commit-
ted to reading and evalu-
ating my work every other 
week had many benefits: 
camaraderie in a some-
times-lonely profession; 
the benefit of another pair 
of eyes, and a different 
perspective; the sage ad-
vice proffered, were all 
factors which helped me 
to become a better writer. 
 
In our group we made 
changes in our process 
several times over the 
years. Much too focused 
on spelling and grammar 
areas at first, we gradually 
discarded that and fo-
cused for a while on what 
in one’s work might stop 
the reader and pull them 
out of the story. We be-
gan to send work out a 
week before we met, so 
there was sufficient time 
to read work more than 
once and to analyze the 
work at a greater depth. 
 
It’s hard when a writer 
knows her story so well, 
that she forgets and be-
gins to assume her reader 
knows details that are in 
the author’s head. A cri-
tique group can identify 

those instances, as well 
as pointing out that the 
main character has blue 
eyes in one chapter and 
brown in another. No mat-
ter how carefully a writer 
researches and edits, it’s 
easy to write yourself into 
a situation where the pro-
tagonist is using some-
thing in a specific time 
period that hadn’t been 
invented, yet. 
 
Then our group added 
another dimension. We re
-focused so that, as part 
of our process, we looked 
for and pointed out what 
worked in the story, as 
well as what didn’t and 
why. After all, if tech-
niques, descriptions really 
advance the story, help 
connect the reader to the 
characters, it’s good to 
know that so the writer 
can add those skills to 
their writing tools. 
 
I reached a point, where 
these different approach-
es no longer were effec-
tive as I worked to im-
prove my writing. I real-
ized I’d reached a stage 
where I required a differ-
ent type of support. 
 
After a lot of heavy-duty 
thinking and research, I 
came up with a glimmer 
of an idea which centered 
on writing as a creative 
process. I met with two 
others who had also ex-
pressed feeling restricted 

by a ‘critiquing’ process, 
and we devoted some 
brainstorming time to al-
low ourselves to explore 
and define what kind of a 
process we thought would 
be the most beneficial for 
each one of us. 
 
We came up with some 
guidelines, which we 
planned to modify as we 
went along, and then 
struggled to name our 
process. We decided we 
would call ourselves a 
‘Creative Lab.’ After some 
months, we are still refin-
ing and redefining our lab, 
but I’m getting the kind of 
support I’ve craved and 
hope the others are, also. 
 
We send our work out 
ahead of time and try to 
identify clearly what areas 
we would like help with, 
and what kind of help we 
need.  
 
One of my projects was to 
take a chapter from my 
published novel and turn 
it into a short story, which 
could stand alone, a com-
plete story which didn’t 
rely on information my 
novel readers had already 
gathered from previous 
chapters.  
 
This was much harder 
than I expected. One of 
my lab partners had read 
the novel; the other had-
n’t, but they not only iden-
tified the places where I 

 

TIPS AND TIDBITS 
by Judythe Guarnera 
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needed to add infor-
mation, but also brain-
stormed with me ways 
that I could change the 
plot and craft an ending 
that worked. 
 
If your critique group 
seems to need a lift, if the 
process has become 
stagnant and doesn’t 
seem to be helping the 
members with their cur-
rent writing needs, you 
might want to spend a 
session brainstorming to 
determine what the mem-
ber’s needs are and how 
to accommodate those 
needs. 

In the Rhythm of  
Writing, 
 

Judythe Guarnera 

When Critiquing Is Not Enough 



Congratulations to the authors for putting their work out there and seeing their stories in print. For hard cop-
ies, pick up one of two SCMM papers, Coast News or Bay News, at a stand near you. See SCMM website for 
stand locations 
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Six NightWriters were published during July and August. 
Congratulations to Brandy McKay, T.C. West, Judith Amber, Ruth Starr, Susan 

Tuttle and Jody Julkowski 

Congratulations to the authors for putting their work out there and seeing their stories in print. For hard 
copies, pick up one of two SCMM papers, Coast News or Bay News, at a stand near you. See SCMM web-
site for stand locations. 
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Submit your stories today!  
 

Full submission guidelines for being published in Simply Clear Marketing and Media are  

available at www.slonightwriters.org.  

 

Submit your 500-600 word short fiction to Jeanie Hundertmark at clementyne@gmail.com  

 



Page 13  

 

I begin each    

writing session 

with a mediation 

and a free-write to 

loosen my          

imagination. 

I free-write 

through my senses 

in the moment—

what I see, hear, 

touch, taste, and 

feel. 

Afterwards, I’m 

ready to move into 

my manuscript. 

Anna Quinn 
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media and the internet are a 
daily mashup of new words 
that entertain and educate, 
with technology often the 
mentor. 

Some hang around to be-
come dictionary darlings; 
others hang with trends until 
they fade; some just hang, 
left to twist in the breeze until 
they die from lack of usage.  

Whether they come or go, 
neologisms spice up our 
everyday lives: a new word a 
day helps keep the brog 
(brain + fog) away.  

The neologism became its 
own new word in English in 
1772, Anglicized from 
French via Greek sources. 
Though not yet in common 
usage or just on the cusp of 
it, the neologism might also 
include a host of recent 
dictionary words that are 
“new” but not that pristine. 
In other words, new word 
timelines are ubiquitous.  

Ideas, inventions and new 
applications beget neolo-
gisms with an alacrity not 
seen before the technology 
explosion, with changes to 
both culture and language. 
But new words also multi-
task with everyday func-
tions or objects that are 
currently wordless or with 
new senses for existing 
words.  Sometimes new 
words, usages or phrases 
appear in forms or sub-
groups genetically linked to 
the neologism, such as the 
portmanteau, onomatopoe-
ia, alliteration or acronym.  

* * * * 
Dronebrella. A hands-free 
drone umbrella with a 
drone under the top, the 
dronebrella covers and 
hovers above wherever you 
go, in whatever weather; 
the perfect helicopter par-
ent without the smothering.  

While some drone umbrel-
las are still in the prototype 
stage, think about its ad-
vantages. It leaves hands 
free for more important 
functions like texting, eat-
ing, selfies or unwinding the 

dog leash around your 
legs.  

* * * * 
Beach animals 
(Strandbeest). Not to be 
confused with beach ani-
mal toys for kids or ani-
mals that live at the 
beach. These walking 
kinetic sculptures need 
no food, no artificial pow-
er source. They are pro-
pelled by wind or with 
stored air pressure in the 
absence of wind. The 
more sophisticated 
“animals” can avoid wa-
ter or sense approaching 
storms and react accord-
ing to the environment. 

Made with lightweight 
PVC pipe, polymer sails 
or wood, most dwarf their 
creator. Theo Jansen, a 
Dutch artist-physicist, is 
currently touring with his 
unworldly creatures in 
major cities around the 
world.  

His beach animals are 
enormous customized 
exoskeletons with a 
splash of Rube Goldberg-
like concepts. Depending 
on one’s viewpoint, they 
are objects of beauty and 
genius or multi-legged 
monsters that conjure up 
your worst nightmares.  

Jansen began tinkering 
with his beach animals in 
1990 and believes that 
one day,  with continued 
improvements, they will 
evolve into a “new form 

of life” completely able to 
survive on their own.  
At this writing, you can 
GOOGLE them on
YouTube from a safe 
distance. 
* * * *
The word avatar, an an-
cient Sanskrit term de-
scribing the descent of a
god from the heavens
into earthly form, was
revived in the technologi-
cal sense with Neal Ste-
phenson’s 1992 novel
Snow Crash. In James
Cameron’s Avatar film
(2009), human-alien ava-
tars fought greedy hu-
mans to save their planet.

Today computer-
generated avatars are 
replacing live actors in 
selected TV commercials. 
It’s more cost-effective 
for the advertiser. You 
like the chick in the car 
commercial? Maybe 
she’s not real. Neither is 
the dude promoting ath-
letic wear as he flexes his 
muscles in the gym.  

* * * *    
A longtime friend from 
L.A. and I meet at a cof-
fee house in Santa Ynez
Valley when schedules
allow.  Since we don’t do
brunch, we catch up with
hours of choffee time
(chat + coffee).

Writers may play with 
new words, but neolo-
gisms have caught fire 
across the culture. Social 

W O R D  P L A Y 
by Morgann Tayllor 

Neologisms 
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We Need Your Help 
The success of non-profit or-

ganizations like NightWriters depends 
on its members. We all have talents 
other than writing that any organiza-
tion could make use of. NightWriters 
has many special opportunities for 
members to get involved, working 
“behind the scenes.” If you’d like to 
assist in any capacity, email: slo-
nightwriters@yahoo.com  

 

SLO NightWriter Officers 

President: Janice Konstantinidis  

Vice-President: Vacant  

Secretary: Leonard Carpenter  

Treasurer: Steve Derks  

Program Director:  

            Janice Konstantinidis  

Membership Coordinator: Jim Aarons  

Critique Group Coordinator:  

            Patricia Gimer  

Social Media/Publicity Coordinators:          

 Meagan Friberg &  

 Abigail Aarons 

Simply Clear Submissions:  

 Jeannie Hundertmark  

Welcome Committee: Jean Moelter  

Sunshine Chair: Torry Dickinson  

Website Master:/Membership  

 Janice Konstantinidis  

Web Assistant: Steve Derks  

Newsletter: Lillian Brown  

Art Director/Photographer:  

 Dennis Eamon Young  

Member at Large: Vacant  

     Monthly Meetings  

NightWriters’ Evening Meet-
ings: the second Tuesday of every 
month, year round. We encourage 
interested visitors to join us at 6:30 
pm. Admission free; refreshments 
served. Next Meeting: September 11, 
at United Church of Christ on Los 
Osos Valley Rd, San Luis Obispo 
93401.  

General meeting begins at 
6:30 pm. Round Table presentations 
start at 5:15 pm. Writers’ Critique 
Groups: For paid members only. 
These groups read and critique each 
other’s work and discuss the busi-
ness of writing. Visitors welcome; 
phone ahead to make arrangements. 
See details below, or visit our web-

Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately?  
Control Your Own Information 

Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links. Contribute a writing blog post-free publicity!  

MEMBER SITE LINKS  
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps 
build your platform.  

BOOK REVIEWS  

Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit.  

WRITERS SERVICES  

Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page. (Returning next issue.) 

FACEBOOK  

Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Face-
book page and your websites and blogs to NW sites.  

LinkedIn 

Connect with NW on LinkedIn. Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.  


