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Our July 6th Meeting 

Critique Extravaganza! 

This was a great success! For those who couldn’t make it, 

don’t miss Jan Alarcon’s review of it in our August 

newsletter. 

Our August 8th Meeting 

Our speakers will be Marilyn 

Meredith and Teri Bayus.  

Marilyn will speak to us about "How to Write a 

Mystery” and Teri Bayus will join us to talk to us about the 

Central Coast Writers Conference 

2017.  Be there, it's going to be a great 

evening! 

Marilyn Meredith is the author of 

many published novels, including the 

award-winning Deputy Tempe Crabtree 

mystery series, the latest Seldom 

Traveled from Mundania Press. Writing as F. M. Meredith, 

her latest Rocky Bluff P.D. crime novel is A Crushing Death, 

from Oak Tree Press. She taught writing for Writers Digest 

Schools for 10 years, and was an instructor at the prestigious 

Maui Writers Retreat, and has taught at many writers’ 

conferences. Marilyn is a member of three chapters of Sisters 

in Crime, Mystery Writers of America, and serves on the 

board of the Public Safety Writers of America. She lives in 

the foothills of the Sierra. Visit her 

at http://fictionforyou.com and her blog 

at http://marilymeredith.blogspot.com/ 
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Teri will raffle one free registration ticket for the Central Coast 

Writer's Conference 2017. 

It’s going to be a great meeting, and we hope to see you there! 

Submit Your Stories, Photos, and Ads for the 
Newsletter! 

We’re publishing advertisements for NightWriters’ books and book or writing-

related events. The advertising is free for members! Please provide the graphic you 

want me to use (the book cover or other graphic).
We’re also accepting original photographs, and unpublished flash fiction 

between 500-800 words from current members. 

As always, I will accept articles, kudos, and event notices. And, if you have any 

other ideas for content, let me know! 

Please send all submissions as attachments to 

elizabethroderick@att.net with NEWSLETTER 

SUBMISSION in the subject line. 

I’m looking forward to seeing your submissions! 

Elizabeth Roderick 

Editor 

This is an example of an ad you could submit. Provide 

your Amazon Buy Link! 

https://www.amazon.com/Other-Place-Elizabeth-Roderick-ebook/dp/B01HFH6WJ8/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
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NightWriters “Round Tables” 
We now have two separate critique tables at our general meetings. At Rosie 

Makinney’s table, participants will critique each other's work in a safe and supportive 

environment. This is an opportunity to get feedback on your work in progress and 

practice your constructive critiquing skills. It is also a great way to get to know other 

writers in our group. You do not have to bring along work to participate. Please keep 

submissions to double spaced, 12 font, two pages. 

Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold will be giving feedback as always on pieces 

brought to their table. If you do bring a piece for critique, please bring three copies: one 

for Terry, one for Mark, and one for yourself. Please keep your submission to 2 pages, 

typed, 12-point font, double spaced, 1” minimum margins all around. Note at the top 

what the genre is, and the age of your audience. Proper formatting is good practice for 

when you are ready to submit to agents/editors/publishers. If you don’t format your 

submissions correctly, you’ll probably be rejected. This is a great—and safe—way to see 

what the critiquing process is all about, get valuable feedback from two fantastic 

writers, and practice reading your work to a small audience.  

More and more writers are coming to the Critique Tables. If you want to make 

sure your piece is read, arrive before the start time to get your name on the list. The 

Critique Round Table starts at 5:15 pm sharp. It is free to NW members, $5.00 for 

visitors. 

The August Instruction Round Table will focus on Dialogue.  

See you at UCC at 5:15, or at the general meeting that follows at 6:30 pm. 

Fellow Writers! 

Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement? Getting married or having a 

baby? Suffering from the loss of a loved one? 

Email me at torrydickinson@gmail.com and I’ll send them a card from their SLO 

NightWriters family. 

Torry Dickinson 

mailto:torrydickinson@gmail.com
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President’s Message 
By Janice Konstantinidis 

Fellow NightWriters, 

I wish I could sing “Summertime, and the 

living is easy", but that’s not going to happen just 

now. Wildfires are here and they are nasty. For those 

of you who are at risk, or have had to evacuate their 

homes, my thoughts are with you.   

As you know, our membership fees were raised 

on July 1st. The board was reluctant to raise costs but 

there has been no increase in costs for many years and we need to keep ahead of our 

recurrent expenditures as well as have some money aside as a buffer for the costs that 

come up from time to time, such as our sponsorship to the Central Coast Writer’s 

Conference, with whom we have been affiliated for many years, and other costs. 

Details of income and expenditures will be reported by our treasurer at each 

monthly board meeting.  This report will be included in the permanent board minutes. 

Please see the archived board minutes that are posted to the website after each board 

meeting.  If you have questions about finances beyond the board minutes, contact our 

treasurer, Steve Derks, at derksps@gmail.com 

If anyone would like further clarification regarding our changes to our 

membership dues, please contact me or Steve. We are more than happy to speak to you 

and take any issues you have to the board. I have an open-door policy as president, and 

would like you to feel comfortable contacting me with any issues you would like to 

discuss regarding NightWriters.  There have been times lately where matters have been 

reported to me through a second party. I have no way of knowing which members are 

feeling uncomfortable unless you tell me. So please feel free. You are the reason we are 

here, and the board and I work for you.  Our board meetings are open to you all.  

We are looking forward to some great meetings, interesting speakers and 

ongoing growth of our critique groups. For those of you who can’t find a group, why 

not begin one! Pat Gimer is our Critique Group Coordinator, she is always happy to 

provide tips and information about this. patgimer@gmail.com 

The August General Meeting should be a very informative meeting. Marilyn 

Meredith will be with us, along with Teri Bayus, who will be speaking to you about The 

Central Coast Writers Conference 2017. Teri will raffle a ticket to the conference. I hope 

to see many of you at the meeting. 

mailto:derksps@gmail.com
mailto:patgimer@gmail.com
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I hope we can see an end to the fires before long.   

Don't forget to send you submissions to our SLO NightWriters Golden Quill Writing 
Contest: http://slonightwritersgoldenquill.blogspot.com/

Janice Konstantinidis 

President SLO NightWriters

BIOGRAPHER FOR HIRE 

I write personal biographies to memorialize the lives 

of loved ones for their families.  The average length is 

fifty pages, with pictures, and may take a matter of 

several months and many visits.  The normal cost 

varies from $3000 to $5000, but can be more 

depending on the complexity of the project.  I am just 

completing a recent project and may be available in 

June for a new start. 

Contact: Darryl Armstrong 

 darryl1219@gmail.com   805-234-4348 

Lone Fisherman at Dawn at Morro 

Bay 

Photo by Meagan Friberg 

mailto:darryl1219@gmail.com
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Submit your stories for inclusion 

in Simply Clear Marketing & 

Media 

Full submission guidelines  

at www.slonightwriters.org 

Submit your 500-600 word short fiction to 

Meagan at meaganfriberg@gmail.com 

Pick up copies of SLO City News, Bay News and Coast News at local stores and kiosks. Visit 

the SCMM on-line archives to read other NW stories published in the CC Life section of 

SCMM at www.tolosapressnews.com 

Meagan Friberg

Congratulations to SLO 

NightWriters 

Martha Raymond, 

Jeannie Hundertmark 

and Mike Orton

http://www.slonightwriters.org/
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
http://www.tolosapressnews.com/
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NW Member Authors, Sell Your Books!

Volunteers Needed 
With our goals of extending member involvement and continuing to 

fulfill SLO NightWriters mission of supporting and advancing fellow 

writers, we are seeking further volunteers for the following Teams: 

Sound/AV: (Setting up sound system for meetings) 

Newsletter: (Writing columns, proofreading) 

Assistant Secretary:(Taking minutes as required) 

Meeting room organization: (Organize the meeting room before the 

meeting and assist with packing up) 

 Critique Groups: (Working with Critique Group Coordinator to 

help new groups get started) 

Board Members at Large: (Members who attend board meetings and 

who can be on call to help as required) 

We need people who are motivated to learn how to be backups to 

all our key board positions. (Members who are experienced in the areas 

of administration, treasury, website, programs, editing) 

Last year there was a period when our board was significantly 

diminished. My goal is to try to ensure that this does not happen again. It is 

to this end that I am reaching out to you all to step up and help make us 

strong as an organization and responsive and effective as a board. 

Our board meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month at 

the same venue where our meetings are held. We begin at 6:30 pm. I 

welcome you all to attend a meeting to see where your skills can meet our 

needs. 

Please respond to President jkon50@gmail.com if you are willing and 

available to join these important teams. And, if you think of other ways you 

can help out, we would love to hear from you.  

Working toward a rich and productive writing community. 

Kind regards, 

Janice Konstantinidis 

President SLO NightWriters 

mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
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Sell Your Books! 
Sell your books at our general monthly meetings! If you are a member of the SLO 

NightWriters, we encourage you to take part. We will have a table set up for you to 

display, discuss and sell your books. 

Please note—SLO NightWriters holds no liability in this process. All authors 

participating are responsible for their own money exchanges and for the security of their 

own funds and books. Your dues with the SLO NightWriters must be current. 

KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS... 

Terry Sanville's short story “Over-Town" will be published online by the Saturday 

Evening Post as part of their new Fiction Friday series. This is his fourth story published 

by the Post. Check them out at Saturday Evening Post.  On their home page, click on the 

image of the dog and read one of Terry's other stories titled "Paladin." 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"Road to Orion," a short story by Terry Sanville, will appear in the upcoming edition of 

Wild Musette, a paying print journal out of North Carolina that features stories about 

music, dance, and fantasy. Check them out at Wild Musette. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

“A Lovely Rock Formation Beneath 

Estero Bluffs ” Near Cayucos, CA 

Photo by Meagan Friberg 

http://www.saturdayeveningpost.com/
https://www.wildmusette.com/
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Terry Sanville's short story "Paladin," will appear this month as part of the Saturday 

Evening Post's New Fiction Friday series.  It will have a prominent place on the Post's 

home page.  The Saturday Evening Post is both a print and and on line magazine that 

pays.  Check them out at Saturday Evening Post. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Review of July Meeting

NightWriters present original work for review at 

Round Table One and Three. At my table, I shared some tips 

for winning a Pulitzer Prize. 

1. Go Big. Be ambitious. Write the story you don’t

know if you have the skills to tell. Take risks.

2. Discover Something New or Destroy Something

Old.  Good stories require change. Great stories 

require colossal transformation. How much 

transformation do your characters go through from the beginning of your 

story to the end? How can you inflict more change upon them? 

3. Make Your Reader Fall in Love. Great books make their readers care about

their characters and fall in love with them.

4. Write Beautifully. You must be willing to

write and rewrite a thousand times until every

sentence is perfect.

5. Produce Magic. A great work of fiction

involves a certain frisson among its various

components that ignites and produces flames. The

cause of that fire should be a mystery, eluding even

the experts sent to investigate.

(How to (Nearly) Win a Pulitzer in 5 Steps, Joe Bunting) 

Susan Tuttle taught us Scenes and Scene Structure at Round Table Two. Scenes are the 

building blocks for your story. Every scene should have these three components: 

1. A Beginning that asks a question and states the character’s intentions.

http://www.saturdayeveningpost.com/
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2. A Middle that inserts complications.

3. An Ending that answers the question and reveals

information that leads to the next scene.

Susan Tuttle also taught us the principles of point of view at 

our general meeting. Types of point of view include: 

1. Straight Point of Views: The reader only knows

what the point of view character knows.

A. First Person: The “I” character is the narrator.

“I grew up in Memphis.”

B. Second Person: The “You” character is the

narrator. 

“You grew up in Memphis.” 

C. Third Person: The “He” or “She” character is the narrator.

“Elvis grew up in Memphis.”

2. Emotional Omniscient Point of Views: The

narrator can get inside of characters’ heads.

A. Shifting: The narrator switches point of

view from one character to another at will, with

no line breaks.

“Elvis wished his twin brother had lived.” “His

mother wondered if she’d lost the easy one.”

B. Close: Narrator switches the point of view in sections, giving notice with a 
line break.

“Elvis Remembers Their First Kiss”

(line break)

“Priscilla Remembers Their First Kiss”

C. Alternating: Narrator switches betwe

2 or 3 characters chapter by chapter.

Chapter One: Elvis’ Story

Chapter Two: The Colonel’s Story

Chapter Three: Lisa Marie’s Story 

3. Classic Omniscient Point of View: The disinterested narrator relates only

events and does not go into the characters’ heads.

“Elvis never learned to read music.”
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4. The Unreliable Narrator: Has a skewed view of reality and believes his view

is right. 

“Elvis never liked to make a fuss at a restaurant.” 
  The book The September 11 Syndrome was 

published four months after the 2001 attacks. 

Psychologist Harriet Braiker prescribes steps to control 

feelings of helplessness and anxiety awakened by 

terrorism.  These steps are helping me thrive: 

1. Control: Figure out what tasks you can

control in your life and attend to those as

best you can.

2. Challenge: Vow to look upon the crisis

as an opportunity for growth and

learning.

3. Conviction: Commit to holding on to

your values and integrity. Continue to take care of yourself, your loved ones,

your house, your job.

4. Comfort: Search for ways to soothe yourself and those around you.

5. Connection: Seek support from others and offer support to those in need.

Process the trauma with like-minded people. Stay in community; do not

isolate. 

6. Courage: Move ahead with personal

courage.

(The September 11 Syndrome: Anxious Days and

Sleepless Nights, Harriet Braiker)

I leave you with great words from Cynthia

Nixon’s Tony acceptance speech: June 11,

2017: 

“It is a privilege to appear in Lillian 

Hellman’s eerily prescient play, at this specific moment in history. Eighty 

years ago, she wrote, ‘There are people who eat the earth and eat all the 

people on it, and other people who just stand around and watch them do 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/n/cynthia_nixon/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/n/cynthia_nixon/index.html?inline=nyt-per
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it.’ My love, my gratitude and my undying 

respect go out to all the people in 2017 who are 

refusing to just stand and watch them do it. 

Thank you.”   

Until next month, 

Jan Alarcon, PhD  
janmariealarcon@hotmail.com. 

The bestselling series of horror 

anthologies, available on 

Amazon 

13 Déjà vu includes the story 

“Under Mama’s Roof” by NW 

Author Elizabeth Roderick 

mailto:janmariealarcon@hotmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/13-Déjà-Vu-Thirteen-Book-ebook/dp/B072188KPW/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/13-Déjà-Vu-Thirteen-Book-ebook/dp/B072188KPW/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8
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The Golden Quill Awards Returns 

We are very excited to announce the launch of the 27th annual SLO NightWriters 

Golden Quill Writing Contest!  This contest is run by SLO NightWriters, the premiere 

writing organization on the Central Coast of California. 

The call for entries begins June 15, 2017 and the deadline is September 15, 2017.  The 

theme of the contest this year is Liberation. 

For the small entry fee of $15, participants may enter one or more of the following 

categories: 

Flash/Short Fiction 

Now it’s writer’s call with this new merged category.  Test your skill in composing a 

Flash Fiction piece, or choose the standard Short Fiction format – your choice!  Entries may 

be no longer than 1,500 words. 

Poetry 

Interpret the theme creatively in a poem up to 40 lines in length. 

Creative Non-Fiction 

This is a brand-new category this year, by popular demand!  Tell any true story within the 

theme with a personal story, personal essay, or memoir up to 1,500 words. 

Entries are accepted via Submittable, a secure online submissions management tool, at 

our Golden Quill website  and our group website on the Enter Here link. 

All contest rules and other contest information can be found on our webpage. 

And please check out all our social media, and follow us today for the latest news on 

the contest. 

http://SLONWGoldenQuillWritingContest.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/SLONWGoldenQuill/ 

https://twitter.com/SLONWGldnQuill 

https://www.pinterest.com/slonwgoldenquill/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/golden-quill-74b787143/ 

http://slonightwriters.org/ 

Join the Liberation and enter today! 

http://slonwgoldenquillwritingcontest.com/
http://slonightwriters.org/
http://slonwgoldenquillwritingcontest.com/
http://slonwgoldenquillwritingcontest.com/
http://slonwgoldenquillwritingcontest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SLONWGoldenQuill/
https://twitter.com/SLONWGldnQuill
https://www.pinterest.com/slonwgoldenquill/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/golden-quill-74b787143/
http://slonightwriters.org/
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Get ready for… 

 

A free, mentor-based writing contest that can get 

your book in front of top agents! 

Submission window opens August 2. 

Read about the contest here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH: 

Sometimes it is better to light a 
flamethrower than curse the 

darkness.  

-Terry Pratchett 

 

California Poppies along the Cayucos 

Coastline 

Photo by Meagan Friberg 

http://www.brenda-drake.com/pitch-wars/
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Let’s Get Social 

Be sure to give us a “like” on Facebook at SloNightWriters and take it a step 

further by “liking” and “sharing” our posts.  

On Twitter, our moniker is @slonightwriters—tweet us a hello sometime soon! 

And, we have recently launched our Instagram account—follow us at 

slo_nightwriters and we’ll follow you back! 

Looking forward to connecting with all of you online, on your smart phone, 

tablet, or however you like to enjoy your social media! 

“Critique Group Connections”

NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Pat Gimer (patgimer@gmail.com)  We’ll print 

your specific request in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 

members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find a 

match for your needs, make contacts, or to start a new group or critique partnership. Contact 

Pat for assistance if needed and she’ll get you to the right people. And, if you form a group,

please let Janice know so she can list it on the website. She can also forward your group’s

information to the newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at 

www.slonightwriters.org. 

New Critique Group Forming 

Kick Start is looking for three to four writers who could meet on 

Monday or Tuesday evenings in SLO, near Marigold Center (Tank 

Farm/Broad area). David Schwab will moderate; he writes fiction, 

action adventure, motorcycle stories and life experience pieces. the 

group will start on May 1 or 2. If you’re looking for a critique group, 

contact David for more information: 

David Schwab  805-459-3200

mailto:patgimer@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org/
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***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive 

to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 

affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these 

associations, we hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! 

Critique Group Requests 

Holly Thibodeaux works in fiction, non-fiction, screenwriting, memoir and experimental 

fiction. She is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange with writers in a more structured 

environment with accountability to boost productivity. Intermediate level preferred; no location 

restrictions. She would also like to find others interested in exploring the philosophy of writing 

and the psychology of storytelling. Contact her at: 

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique 

group, or 1:1 electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City 

location. Contact Katie at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com. 

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or 

VARIED GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is 

SLO City area. 

Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION 

with elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is 

Arroyo Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.   

Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 

ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.   

Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com 

Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – 

CRIME, YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for 

meetings but would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: 

mckay01@gmail.com

mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
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David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner 

or editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 

Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt. 

Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 

RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, 

Morro Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations. 

Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or 

LITERARY HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is 

advanced. Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North 

County. 

Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com  

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner 

for ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S 

MIDDLE GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North 

County is preferred. 

Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com 

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON 

FICTION and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.   

Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 

FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.   

Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

Steve Bowder is seeking a critique group that concentrates on true stories embellished to make 

them interesting, but that stay true to the facts that are known. 

Contact Steve at: sbowder@live.com 

mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:sbowder@live.com
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We Need Your Help! 
     The success of non-profit organizations like 

NightWriters depends on its members. We all 

have talents other than writing that any 

organization could make use of. 

     NightWriters has many special opportunities 

for members to get involved, working “behind 

the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any 

capacity, email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

About Our Monthly Meetings 
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings: the second 

Tuesday of every month, year round. We encourage 

interested visitors to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission free; 

refreshments served. 

    Next Meeting: March 14th, at United Church of 

Christ on Los Osos Valley Rd, San Luis Obispo 93401. 

General meeting begins at 6:30 pm. Round Table 

presentations start at 5:15 pm. 

     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. 

These groups read and critique each other’s work and 

discuss the business of writing. Visitors welcome; 

phone ahead to make arrangements. See details below, 

or visit our website: www.slonightwriters.org 

Hello, Miss Bee – Flowers in 

Cambria 

Photo by Meagan Friberg 

mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org/
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information! 
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity! 

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform! 

BOOK REVIEWS! 
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit! 

WRITERS SERVICES! 
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page. 

FACEBOOK!
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 

websites and blogs to NW sites! 

LinkedIn! 
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections. 

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 

Los Osos, CA 93412-6241  

President: Janice Konstantinidis 

Vice President: Vacant 

Treasurer:   Steve Derks 

Secretary: Jim Aarons 

Critique Group Coordinator: Pat 

Gimer 

Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth Roderick 

Simply Clear Marketing & Media 

Submissions Manager: Meagan 

Friberg 

Social Media Coordinator: Joanne 

Feeney 

SLO NW’s Contest Director and 

Marketing: Tia Araminta 

Member at Large Education:  Susan 

Tuttle 

Member at Large Youth 

Liaison:  Martha Raymond 

Notify NW of any change in address or 

email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW 

and send dues or renewal checks (payable to 

SLO NightWriters) to: SLO NightWriters, PO 

Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 

join/renew online through our website: 

Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 

15th of the current month for next 

month’s publication. Send in kudos, 

writing articles, quotes, facts and 

tidbits, etc. Mark email “Newsletter 

Submission” and send to: 

elizabethroderick@att.net  

mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
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PISMO SATURDAY GROUP 
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 

and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 

memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior 

to group meetings. 1500 word limit on 

submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 

from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 

location. 

CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 

Moderator:   Tom Snow 

   coinerbop@gmail.com 

 

MEMOIR AND NON-FICTON  
Disbanded until there is more interest. If you 

would like to explore re-starting this group, 

please contact Judith directly. 

CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 

Contact: Judith Bernstein 

       ryewit@live.com 

FICTION/NONFICTION 

Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am 

to noon in San Luis. Members bring original 

work to each session and read aloud to the 

group. The group provides constructive 

suggestions for improving the writing and the 

structure of the stories. Prose forms of 

 literature–short stories, novels, memoirs, 

essays, newspaper and magazine articles, 

travel–are this group’s forte. It welcomes 

writers who are serious about producing 

work 

 for publication. Those interested in attending 

or who need more information should 

 telephone. OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 

Contact Terry Sanville 541-0492   or   Gloria 

Pautz 543-2049 

 

Critique Groups with Openings 

 

WRITE NOW 

These bi-weekly Wednesday critique 

meetings are for more experienced and tech-

savvy writers. Submit up to 3,500 words of 

your current project to Dropbox by Sunday 

night, and then, using track-changes in Word, 

upload your reviews of each other member’s 

work to Dropbox by 6:00 pm Wednesday. 

Meeting time is used to cover discussion-

worthy items: logic issues, theme problems, 

etc. Commas, punctuation, and spelling are 

left on the written page. We follow these 

Rules of Conduct. Recommended reading 

is Story by Robert McKee. 

 Meetings are every other Wednesday 

at  

6:00 pm. Email moderator for location and 

dates. 

CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 

Moderator: Cynthia Replogle 

     cynthia.replogle@gmail.com 

805-904-6365 

 

 
 

mailto:coinerbop@gmail.com
mailto:ryewit@live.com
https://www.meetup.com/San-Diego-Writers/pages/19805315/Our_Humble_Rules_of_Conduct/
https://www.amazon.com/Story-Substance-Structure-Principles-Screenwriting/dp/0060391685/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8


                     NW  WORDSMITHS     JULY 2017 

 

 

21 
 

 HI HOPES  
This group was invented to fill a need for a 

Los Osos/San Luis Obispo group that 

incorporates writers who generate stories, 

essays, novels, poetry—you get the picture—

writers of any description. Whether or not you 

wish to publish, we’ll help you with ideas to 

improve your writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, 

we meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM 

and usually wrap up in time for lunch. We 

meet in various locations. Call one of the 

moderators to arrange a visit, or get more 

information. CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW 

MEMBERS 

Moderators: Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034 

   Audrey Yanes, 748-8600 

 

NORTH COUNTY RACONTEURS 
This group has disbanded for various reasons 

until further notice.  

SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS 
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays 

from 9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This 

group thrives on variety, writing short stories, 

articles, poetry and novels, all genres from 

fiction to biography and memoirs. Members 

exchange work by email at least one week 

before the meeting in order to receive in-depth 

critiques aimed at eliminating weaknesses and 

increasing strengths in everything from plot 

and character development to grammar and 

proper manuscript preparation. Intermediate 

to to advanced writers are welcome.  We meet 

in a casual and fun atmosphere and are 

serious about fully developing each member’s 

writing talent, whether for publication or self-

satisfaction. Visitors are always welcome. 

CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS  

Moderator: Judy Guarnera, 474-9598  

                           j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net 

 

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP I (Wed. 
a.m. Group) 

Meets every Wednesday morning in 5 Cities 

area from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 

traditional NightWriter critique group. Work 

is produced in each session, then analyzed 

according to the objective of the day’s goal. 

Based on writing exercises designed to jump-

start the creative process (based on the lessons 

and exercises in the Write It Right Series), 

these sessions take writers through the process 

of writing fiction from inception of idea to the 

final resolution. This group is for all writers 

who want to learn the process of crafting a 

well-told story while developing their own 

voice and style. We explore such topics as 

ideas, character, story arc, tone, voice, POV, 

tension, dialogue, resolution, writing 

mechanics, etc.  There is a small monthly fee 

involved for this class to cover materials. 

CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS. 

Contact:  Susan Tuttle: 458-5234 

   aim2write@yahoo.com 
 

 
WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP II (Wed. 
p.m. Group) 

For all writers of fiction and creative non-

fiction, a writing instruction class that meets 

weekly and takes about a year to complete. See 

full description under Wed. a.m. Group. Meets 

from 3:00-5:00 pm in Los Osos. Current 

members are presently getting their work 

published after only six months or so. 

CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 

Contact: Susan Tuttle, 458-5234 

  aim2write@yahoo.com 

mailto:j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
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Critique Groups Currently 
Closed to New Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE THURSDAY GROUP  

This group meets at 9:00 am every other  

Thursday at The Coffee Bean in Pismo 

Beach. Anyone interested in joining them 

can email the moderator for full details. 

CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS, 

and visitors are always welcome. Contact 

the moderator for details. 

Moderator:  Mark Ruszczyzky 

   zsur@aol.com 

 

 

KICK START 
 
Looking for three to four writers who 

could meet on Monday or Tuesday 

evenings in SLO, near Marigold Center 

(Tank Farm/Broad area). For fiction, 

action adventure, memoir type pieces. 

Start May 1 or 2. Moderator has a Fine 

Arts degree and an MBA. 

CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR 

MEMBERS. Contact moderator for 

details. 

Moderator: David Schwab 

   805-459-3200 

 
 

PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP 
New group began Meeting on May 1. 

All levels and genres: short stories, 

novels, poetry, memoir. Work is 

exchanged one week prior to each 

meeting; 1,500 word limit on 

submissions. Meets the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesday from 9:00-11:00 am in 

Pismo Beach.  

CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN 

TO NEW MEMBERS. Visitors 

welcome. Contact moderator for 

location. 

Moderator  Tom Snow 

coinerbop@gmail.com 

 

LONG STORY SHORT 

This group is currently inactive. 

Moderator: Diane Smith 858-414-0070   

 

 mdcomposes@yahoo.com 

 

 

LO PROSE 

Meets in Los Osos on the first and 

third Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 

10pm. Charlie Perryess and Anne 

Allen share hosting responsibilities, 

running a tight ship so that everyone 

can read. No cross talk permitted. At 

the beginning and at our break we 

socialize. We’re all serious but fun-

loving. Presently the writing covers 

several genres: YA novels; short stories; 

short stories woven into a novel; fantasy; 

humorous mystery novel; political satire 

novel; and personal essays. We write just  

about everything except poetry.   

CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO 

NEW MEMBERS but guests are 

welcome.  It may happen that space 

could be made for a compatible writer. 

Moderators: Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 

          Anne Allen, 528-1006 

 

 

mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
mailto:coinerbop@gmail.com
mailto:mdcomposes@yahoo.com
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FICTION/NONFICTION 
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am to 

noon in San Luis. Members bring original work 

to each session and read aloud to the group. 

The group provides constructive suggestions 

for improving the writing and the structure of 

the stories. Prose forms of literature–short 

stories, novels, memoirs, essays, newspaper 

and magazine articles, travel–are this group’s 

forte. It welcomes writers who are serious 

about producing work for publication. Those 

interested in attending or who need more 

information should telephone.   CURRENTLY 

FULL — NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS  

Moderators: Terry Sanville, 541-0492  

                      Gloria Pautz,   543-2049 

 

 

NORTH COUNTY CRITIQUE GROUP 

Meets twice a month on Thursday from 1:30-

4:00 pm at the Atascadero Library. the group 

includes intermediate and advanced level 

writers of fiction and non-fiction, both 

published and unpublished. Our critique 

process is upbeat and constructive. We send 

around pieces in advance, and read aloud at 

sessions. Potential new members are 

encouraged to visit to see if we are a mutual 

fit.  

CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN NEW 

MEMBERS 

Moderators:  Lillian Brown, 215-6107 

   lilliofslo@aol.com 

   Mike Perry, 466-8311 

   dmperry1012@att.net  

 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP 

This group is currently inactive.  

Contact:  Irene Chadwick, 481-3824   

  irenekooi@gmail.com  

 

WORD OF THE MONTH: 

CANNIKIN 

kan-i-kinnoun 
1:a small can or drinking cup. 
2:a small wooden bucket. 
E: He drew some cognac from the 
cask into a tin cannikin. 

 

mailto:lilliofslo@aol.com
mailto:dmperry1012@att.net
mailto:irenekooi@gmail.com
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Writer by the Sea-July 2017 

Change Those Channels 
By Dennis Eamon Young 

 
  

  I see people being furious in their cars, on the streets, 

in stores and all around me. A sickness has taken hold in the society 

at large. Some super bug has infiltrated the world and threatens to 

become a pandemic. 

 No, this is not the opening of my new novel nor the 

newest book I am reading by the New York Times bestselling author 

of the week. This is a slightly hyped version of the everyday reality we are all faced 

with today. I am not a political scribe, so I will not delineate sides, or propound an 

analysis of who said what, or did what to whom. All such screed can easily be plucked 

from the ozone we move in. 

 I would instead suggest something rather basic that many of us may have 

forgotten. We can change the channel at whatever time we wish, in order to reclaim not 

only our own sanity, but also our very lives. It is of the utmost importance that we talk 

about, draw about, paint about, write about and make music about this simplistic 

solution. 

 I was just on a friend’s Facebook page, responding to an item about 

gathering one’s energies and moving forward, in various circumstances. My simple 

response was that although I am not a morning person (I stay up to 4AM, I do not arise 

at that hour), there are times when it is necessary for me to be up and get going earlier 

than I prefer. My solution is to play some high-energy music such as Basia, the Eagles, 

etc. Before I know it, I’m dancing around, smiling and feeling energetic about the 

upcoming day. 

 I have photographed about two thousand weddings in my career as a 

photographer. I found that this technique always worked well for me. More important, 

by changing my internal channel, I would then be able to stay on track and help others 

be calm in what amounts to some of the most trying times humans can put themselves 

through. A mentor of mine once told me why he would never photograph a wedding. 

He said they were a combination of high fashion and combat photography, where you 

would have to do the most beautiful photos possible, under the most trying conditions 
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possible. Oddly enough, I always found that I enjoyed the challenge and still remember 

them fondly. 

 If you can change those channels, you might do a lot of good for many 

other folks as well. As I was interviewing Catherine Ryan Hyde for an article in Kind 

Magazine, she recounted how she had been in a dark period of her writing. The act of 

help she received from two strangers changed her perspective to a more positive 

channel. Her ensuing work, Pay it Forward, has changed the lives of thousands of 

others and she still writes novels that help people be better. 

 As writers, many of us deal with enumerating obstacles and challenges 

that our characters must overcome in order to reach the goal we have set for them. In 

the final resolution of our stories it must show the readers that we have honored the 

time they have spent with these characters by showing that they have managed to 

change their channels of perception (apologies here to Aldous Huxley), finding new 

ways of approaching each problematic set piece. If we were to fail in this, our readers 

would lose trust in us and probably not buy our next book. 

 Every profession has examples to inspire us, but for some reason, when 

we are on our own time and in our personal lives, we somehow will not always adhere 

to those techniques that work so well professionally. I would argue that it is as 

important—if not even more so—to develop a habit of deliberately changing those 

channels, getting out of our comfort zones and try to view other people and ideas with 

a new and different perspective. Even if you ascertain that your original viewpoint was 

indeed correct, you will have learned something new. 

 Years ago, photographing dancers for a dance costume catalog, I had a 

great idea for the three young ladies in front of the camera. When I explained my idea 

to the choreographer on the set, he exploded in laughter. “That’s really not humanly 

possible,” he explained. Lucky for me, he came up with a variant that we could 

successfully utilize. By the act of both of us changing our channels we were able to 

collaborate on a successful photograph and have fun in the process. If we all could 

manage to effect some change within our own spheres of influence for a more positive 

outcome, perhaps over time we could change those annoying outside channels for the 

better. 

   

Excelsior, 

Dennis 

  

 

 



                     NW  WORDSMITHS     JULY 2017 

 

 

26 
 

Nightwriters All-Stars 

Spotlight on Susan Tuttle 
By Dennis Eamon Young 

 

  

When Susan Tuttle shuffled off from Buffalo, they had no real idea just what they 

lost. Of course, the Central Coast of California also had no idea 

what they would gain in that process. Now we just accept that 

she is an institution in and of herself.  

 If there is a SLO NightWriters position she has not 

yet held, please do not tell her, else it will find it’s way onto her 

plate. Susan is a true One Man (Woman!) Band. We are certain 

that she started her first story before she was born and came out 

writing. She is a true inspiration for all writers, from the mewing 

newbee, to the seasoned author who happens to need a good 

editor. She can turn a book around in the space of time it takes 

me to turn a phrase.  

 Many of your fellow writers have been and may still be in her famed 

Write It Right classes where we experience the wonder of turning a blank screen or 

empty page into a work of art in twenty-minute segments. Of course, we then learn 

how to take that work apart, edit it, reconstruct it, turn it inside out and end up with an 

even better work of art. Sometimes! It takes some, like me, a bit longer. If you don’t pay 

attention to your P’s and Q’s she may write you into one of her novels and then kill you 

off in some wonderfully gruesome way. But you will be a better writer! 

 Susan gives of herself at every NightWriters meeting, teaching a one-hour 

workshop on a wide variety of subjects such as: Point of View; Plot and Sub-Plot; 

Conflict/Tension; Setting; Character; and everything from Beginning to Ending. If you 

are going to read one of her novels, such as the paranormal suspense novel, Proof of 

Identity, which is a B.R.A.G. Medallion Honoree, you had best put on all the lights in 

the house—and that’s during the daylight hours. A fellow writer told me Stephen King 

hid under the bed for three days after reading that one. 

 All writers owe it to themselves to add Susan’s Write It Right! workbook 

series to their writing library, as a resource to be referring to over and over. I attend her 

classes, read her work and seek her advice every chance I get.  

 She sings for her church in Los Osos, writes a newsletter for Sisters in 

Crime and just handed the reins of the NightWriters newsletter over to Elizabeth 
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Roderick, after years of building it up, all while winning contests and presenting her 

programs at the Central Coast Writers Conference among others.  

 Susan is one of the main reasons that NightWriters has thrived and grown 

into the premier writing organization it is now. Many thanks Susan!  

 

   

The Relevance of Pie 
By Jeanie Hundertmark 

 

 

The modicum of privacy created by the cubicle wall 

between middle manager, Ezra Tart, and the CEO’s executive 

assistant, Brenda Callahan, did little to prevent Ezra from 

hearing company gossip.  Brenda had a crush on her boss, Craig, 

a man whom Ezra considered of only the slightest merit, unless 

there is redemption in greed.  Ezra suspected Craig had taken 

advantage of Brenda’s infatuation then discarded her when he 

lost interest. “I never meant to hurt you,” Ezra imagined Craig saying. 

Yet Brenda seemed determined to self destruct.  Her skirts were short, her heels 

spiked, and the necklines of her blouses had grown so deep that Ezra had to look at her 

forehead when he talked to her.  He dropped a document off at her desk and caught a 

glimpse of the cover of a glamour magazine.  Kim Kardashian was front and center, 

pouty lips painted red, and a caption read: “Hungry for Love? Food Really is the Way 

to a Man’s Heart.”  Of course, thought Ezra, when Brenda made a pie for Craig’s 

birthday. 

“Chocolate bourbon pecan,” he’d heard her whisper to a co-worker.  

In the morning, Brenda had moved things around in the crowded refrigerator to 

create a spot for the pie.  Covered tightly in plastic wrap, a yellow post-it note was stuck 

on the top with her initials and in bold print: “DO NOT EAT.”  Ezra knew from her 

whispering that she intended to present Craig with the pie in private at the end of the 

work day.  

Ezra looked at the pie.  The crust was homemade, imperfectly crimped around 

the glass edge of the pan.  Perhaps he could spoon out a bite from under the surface, 

redistribute the filling, make it look like someone had accidentally crushed the pie with 

a lunch box.  Nothing a dollop of whipping cream couldn’t cover.  Ezra’s acts of 

sabotage were still mostly minor league – a stolen yogurt or a missing but re-creatable 

document. He sighed and took an apple from the table. 
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Ezra ate lunch out, distanced himself from the pie, perused the dessert menu. 

After lunch the refrigerator was nearly empty.  The pie sat alone on the bottom 

shelf.  

Ezra swiped a monogrammed pen that had been inadvertently left behind after a 

meeting where he, as usual, was expected to attend but not contribute. 

Late in the afternoon, Brenda sent out a company email calling everyone to 

Craig’s office for sparkling cider and song.  Ezra waited briefly before joining his 

colleagues and hung back at the edge of the crowd.  He could see Brenda at the front, 

standing beside smug Craig in his office, the two of them flanked by blue and green 

balloons.  

“This girl,” said Craig to the group.  “Best admin ever.  Am I right?”   

Brenda tilted her head toward her boss, kicked up a heel.  “Ah shucks,” she 

joked, and stroked his arm.   

Ezra broke.  He didn’t wait for his glass of cider, didn’t wait to hear the toasts.  

He moved determinately to the break room, opened the refrigerator and slid out the 

pie. Grabbed a fork from the drawer.  

“Good Lord,” Ezra moaned, after his first bite.  He had driven to a vast parking 

lot a few minutes from the office and stopped in the shade.  The pie was phenomenal, 

rich caramelized chocolate custard, not too sweet, slightly boozy.  Whole toasted pecans 

carefully ringed the surface.  

He ate it all, scraped the glass plate clean of flaky crust. 

What a shame, he thought, and dropped the now-empty pie plate into the 

dumpster, heard it break against the bottom.  Craig didn’t know what he was missing.  

 

 

Wonder 
By Michael Orton 

I thought I knew what I was fishing for…a youthful sense of awe, an unknowing 

anticipation, the excitement I felt as a child while standing on 

the banks of Lake Contrary with my Grandpa. Wonder, I 

wanted to feel wonder again. 

I baited the hook of my rusty Zebco the way Grandpa 

had shown me – with a good-old night crawler. I couldn’t 

remember exactly what Grandpa’s secret was, but recalled 

something special about Velveeta beyond mac and cheese, so I 

smeared the worm with a dab for good measure. Looking to the 
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little guy on the hook I felt bad for him, but shrugged it off. Rediscovering my inner 

child would take a little sacrifice. 

I swung my fishing pole over my shoulder and whipped the tip toward the 

water like I had as a child. As the worm and bobber flew through the air, I could hear 

my Grandpa’s raspy voice, “Good cast, Boy.” I felt proud, and then a bit sad as I 

realized I was still alone on that cool bank. Sitting in the damp weeds, I stared at the 

bobber that floated effortlessly between Heaven and Earth. There I waited, my mind 

drifting with the bobber. 

I never knew Grandpa’s voice. He lost his vocal cords to cancer when I was a 

baby. It didn’t matter to me, but I always wondered how he might sound. I imagined a 

hearty, well-rounded voice, and a laugh that could set you back in your chair. He had 

about ten good years after the surgery, but the sickness eventually returned. A stubborn 

man, Grandpa never gave up his fight for life, even as he got weaker and became 

bedridden. He spent the rest of his days in the hospital where he continued to hang 

on…and on. 

The bobber shot into the water. I felt a certain familiar tingle and heard a 

thunderous voice behind me laugh. “Set the hook,” he hollered. “Don’t let him get 

away.” 

With a jerk of the rod, I jumped to my feet, reeling. The fish at the end of the line 

raced from side to side, and then went under. “Is it gone?” I yelled. “Where did it go?” 

“He’s making a run for it. Looks like you have a fighter on your hands. You’ll 

have to take up the slack. You can do it, Boy!” 

As fast as I could, I ran up the bank. The line tightened, and with great pride I 

pulled my prize to shore. “A trout,” I called as I held it up and swung around, only to 

see the tall weeds bending in the wind. I looked somberly to the fish. He dangled 

helplessly at the end of the line, old and tired, but alive, a fighter, still hanging on. 

Thoreau said, “Many men go fishing all of their lives without knowing that it is 

not fish they are after.” I knew I wasn’t after fish. I just wanted to feel like a child again, 

to remember if only for a moment the thrill of a surprise and a brush with the unknown. 

Instead, the memories of my grandpa brought me back to the doubt within, the dark 

waters of the lake, the distant and unknowable afterlife. 

Gently, I held the fish, removed the hook from his throat, and set him in the 

water. He rested in the shallows for a moment, and then weakly pulled himself toward 

the deep. As I watched him fade away, I sat on the bank and wondered where he would 

go, if he would be okay. I wondered. I wondered. 

 

 



                     NW  WORDSMITHS     JULY 2017 

 

 

30 
 

 

Margaret 
By Martha Raymond 

 

We made all those other dancers jealous, didn’t we Margaret? You were a dream in pale 

pink. Not many ladies in their fifties can pull off that color; but you make it sophisticated and 

elegant. And dancers’ outfits can be a bit revealing.  

Remember when we met? You were 16. 

“Dad, can you just sit down here please so we can work?” 

“I don’t like what’s going on. Everything’s in an uproar. It makes me nervous.” 

“I know, but remember we came to help you move today. That’s why there are 

boxes all over the place. You won't have to take care of this big house anymore all by 

yourself.”  

“Can I make you something to eat?”  

“That’s ok, Dad. We got take-out food, remember? Have something to eat. Are 

you excited?” 

“I can’t eat. Dancing on a full stomach is a bad idea. Competition season is just 

around the corner.” 

“Come on Dad, stop being silly.” 

Margaret, I’m sorry I used to rush you out the door. You always had to look your very 

best. I was so proud of you. Remember our last ballroom tour? We had the best foxtrot and waltz.  

It was like a second honeymoon. You never went cold on me like some wives do. Well it’s 

true! I hear men talk. I’m wearing my dancing shoes, the ones you bought me for my seventieth. 

Remember Diane’s reaction when I opened the box? Dancing shoes? Mom, really? 

“Daddy, where are the loafers we bought you? Those are your old dance shoes, 

you can’t wear those.” 

“Yes I can. They’re still good.” 

“If you insist.” 

“I insist, Diane.” 

I was mad when you cut your hair short, Madge, Honey. But then you’re so stylish and 

when you went blonde, it was like having a new woman in my arms. I loved it. I really did.  

*** 

“Dad, what are you doing in Mom’s room? We already went through this stuff.” 

“You can’t get rid of these. These are her competition dresses, her good ones; she 

needs these.” 

“Daddy, Mom’s gone, remember?”  

“Maybe you can wear them. Are you still taking dance lessons?” 
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“No. Dad, give me this. They’re already packed.”   

“This is my favorite picture of her, taken before we were married. That rose on 

her lapel looks white because it’s black and white; but it’s actually pale pink—her color. 

We could have gone pro you know.” 

“I know, Dad.”  

*** 

“So like I was saying, after lunch, they have social hour, a little music, or some 

crafts. Some drift back to their room until dinner time.” 

“Some of the staff is buzzing about a sparkly pink dress they saw in his drawer. 

Could Herbie be a cross-dresser?” 

“I doubt it. Sometime the Alzheimer’s makes them steal things. They don’t mean 

it.” 

“Oh, how sad.” 

“Stay here long enough and you’ll see it all. Just keep the families happy, that’s 

the main thing.” 

“What about the sparkly pink dress?” 

“Discreetly ask around. If it doesn’t belong to any of the staff, just throw it 

away.”  

*** 

Margaret, they’re taking everything from me …  

           *** 

 “Hi everyone. Remember Herbert? It’s his second day with us so let’s 

make him feel welcome. Herbert why don’t you sit next to Betty? Can you say hello to 

Betty?” 

“Hello Betty.” 

“Hello. You came just in time. Today, the piano player is coming.” 

 “Do you like to dance?” 

“When I was a girl, they called me Jitterbug-Betty.” 

“Is that so? Well by-golly, you’ll never guess what they use to call me!” 
 

 

Windmill at Sunset – Historic Rios-

Caledonia Adobe at San Miguel 

Photo by Meagan Friberg 
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Q&A with NightWriters Dennis Eamon Young, 

Meagan Friberg, Mike Orton, and Martha Raymond 

 
May & June’s published authors of Simply Clear Marketing & Media 

By Meagan Friberg 

During the months of May and June, two of our SLO NightWriters members, Dennis Eamon 

Young, Mike Orton, Martha Raymond, and yours truly, Meagan Friberg (!) had stories 

published in the three Simply Clear Marketing & Media newspapers: SLO City News, Coast 

News and Bay News as well as the SCMM online sites. The authors have been kind enough to 

share some insight into their story-writing process as well as their experience working with our 

NightWriters editorial committee.  

My hope is that by opening up to their fellow NightWriters, these authors will inspire each and 

every one of you to work on a story of your own. 

Here’s what Dennis, me, Mike, and Martha had to say: 

Dennis Eamon Young, author of Dancing in the Canyon 

NW: Where did you come up with the idea for your recent story, Dancing in the Canyon? 

 

Dennis: I first had the nucleus of the idea while sitting on a couch, between dances, at a 

Milonga (Tango dance party). There was a poster similar to the painting in my story, 

and … 

 

NW: How was the editing process with the NW editorial team? 

 

Dennis: They did a magnificent job of editing my words to get it to the required word 

count! 

NW: What did you learn during this process? 

 

Dennis: I learned that if the nugget of your story is solid, you can edit the daylights out 

of it and it will still retain its original value. Good lesson! 
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NW: Will you consider submitting stories for Simply Clear M&M again in the future? 

 

Dennis: Of course I would be glad to do so. 

 

Meagan Friberg, author of Family Photo 

NW: Where did you come up with the idea for your recent story, Family Photo? 

 

Meagan: The story is one of those that I had in my mind for quite some time. With the 

prevalence of social media in our lives, and connecting with people that we may have 

not seen or talked with in decades, the story took on another meaning for me. It’s one of 

those “this really could have happened” stories that mixes family dynamics with social 

media…it was a fun one to write! 

 

NW: How was the editing process with the NW editorial team? 

 

Meagan: The process was great and the team gave me several ideas to help strengthen 

my story without changing my voice as a writer. Their input, I feel, made my story 

better. 

NW: What did you learn during this process? 

 

Meagan: I learned that I have an awesome editorial team that truly cares about our NW 

members and their writing adventures…actually, I already knew that! It’s wonderful to 

have several people look at my writing, not as a friend but as a reader, and give their 

honest opinion about what they feel while reading my words; this is of tremendous 

value to all writers. 

 

NW: Will you consider submitting stories for Simply Clear M&M again in the future? 

 

Meagan: Absolutely! 

 

Mike Orton, author of Wonder 

NW: Where did you come up with the idea for your recent story, Wonder? 
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Mike: I’ve been fishing many times as an adult, but never felt the thrill of those early 

days with my grandpa. While fishing recently, alone on the bank with nothing to do but 

wait for a bite, I began to wonder why. 

 

NW: How was the editing process with the NW editorial team? 

 

Mike: Learning to give and receive editing notes are necessary skills for a writer. The 

NW team skillfully provided insights that helped improve my story. I always try to, 

“Give editors what they want… my way.” 

 

NW: What did you learn during this process? 

 

Mike: I probably had too many literature courses where we were asked to interpret the 

intention of the author. In my writing, I’m learning that I need to keep my intensions for 

the story and the reader more clear. 

 

NW: Will you consider submitting stories for Simply Clear M&M again in the future? 

 

Mike: Absolutely. I have published six Simply Clear/Tolosa stories. Not everything I 

write gets published, but the experience of submitting is always positive. 

 

Martha Raymond, author of Margaret 

 

NW: Where did you come up with the idea for your recent story, Margaret? 

 

Martha: I am a paratransit bus driver, and so I meet a lot of people in the community. 

I've met a gentleman, well into his 90's, and incredibly sure on his feet. When he told be 

he use to ballroom dance, (and I noticed one day he was wearing his dance shoes,) my 

imagination took off. To my knowledge, this man does not have Alzheimer's.  

 

NW: How was the editing process with the NW editorial team? 

 

Martha: Some simple suggestions were made which I completely agreed with, and the 

piece was made better for it. Originally the piece ended with the wife's old costume 

being thrown away, but the consensus was that it was too sad, so I wrote in jitter-bug 

Betty.  
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NW: What did you learn during this process? 

 

Martha: I learned that how incredibly valuable constructive feedback is.  

 

NW: Will you consider submitting stories for Simply Clear M&M again in the future? 

 

Martha: Yes, most definitely. Much thanks to everyone at Simply Clear.  

 

Jeanie Hundertmark, author of The Relevance of Pie 

 

NW: Where did you come up with the idea for your recent story, The Relevance of Pie? 

 

Jeanie: Ezra Tart, the protagonist, is a character I’d written about before, and when I 

shared his short story with my critique group, they wanted more, so I wrote The 

Relevance of Pie is a sort of exercise/companion story. I thought it might work well for 

Simply Clear because it's light and fun, so I pared it down to fit the 600 word maximum. 

 

NW: How was the editing process with the NW editorial team? 

 

Jeanie: Great. With the exception of a few typos, the feedback mostly focused on my 

protagonist's motives and how the committee readers weren't clear why he stole the pie. 

I had to do more cutting to make room for new information, and that was challenging, 

but the experience was positive.   

 

NW: What did you learn during this process? 

 

Jeanie: Trust your gut. I questioned whether I had developed motive well enough when 

I submitted the piece. The feedback validated what I already sensed was a problem.   

 

NW: Will you consider submitting stories for Simply Clear M&M again in the future? 

 

Jeanie: Absolutely. It’s always nice to see one’s work in print.   

 

 

 




