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Our August 9th Meeting
Non-Fiction: A Little of This and That

with Stephen H. Provost

! We’re back at our regular meeting forum, the 
United Church of Christ on Los Osos Valley Road in 
SLO, after a short “vacation” at the Grange. Joining us 
will be the Managing Editor of The Cambrian, Stephen 
Provost, who will speak on the genre of Non-Fiction 
with a little bit of this and that.
! Stephen is an author, editor and columnist with 
over 30 years experience. He has written on subjects as 
diverse as history, religion, politics and language, and 
served as editor for both fiction and non-fiction projects.
! Fresno Growing Up, a history of Fresno during the 
postwar years, came out a year ago, August 2015. His 
next work, a history of Highway 99 in California, is 
slated for release this year.
! In addition, he has published several nonfiction 
works as Stifyn Emrys, as well as three works of fiction 
for children (Feathercap) and YA (Identity Break and 
Artifice). He has also served as editor for 4 YA novels for 
writers Samaire Provost and Jenna Elizabeth Johnson.
! In journalism, he worked as a news editor, sports 
editor and reporter for 4 daily California newspapers, 
and is currently managing the award-winning weekly, 
The Cambrian. He lives on the California coast with his 
wife, stepsons, cat and dog.
! See you at 6:30 pm on July 12 for a truly 
fascinating and informative evening!
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NightWriters “Round Tables”
Join Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold at the Critique Table as they give feedback on 

pieces brought to the table. Please keep your submission to two pages, typed, 12-point font, 
double spaced. This is a great—and safe—way to see what the critiquing process is all about, 
get valuable feedback from two fantastic writers, and practice reading your work to a small 
audience. Round Tables start at 5:15 pm.
! This month at the Instruction Round Table, Susan Tuttle will focus on Scenes. All 
stories are made up of a series of connected scenes that work together (more or less 
successfully) to tell a full story. At the Instruction Table we will discuss the main purpose of 
all scenes, the 9 essential elements of scenes, the Scene Question (differentiated from the Story 
Question), the 9 types of scenes as identified by Elizabeth George and when to use them, the 
10 types of scenes as identified by Jordan Rosenfeld, and the 2 types of transitions between 
scenes. Come learn the secret of scenes to make your stories flow seamlessly from start to 
finish.
! Round Tables begin at 5:15 pm, free to NW members, $5.00 for visitors.
! See you back at UCC at 5:15, or at the general meeting that follows at 6:30 pm.

Fellow Writers!
! Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?
! Getting married or having a baby?
! Suffering from the loss of a loved one?
Email me at jandkvolkov@att.net and I’ll send them a 
card from their SLO NightWriters family.
        Kalila

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
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Dennis Eamon Young

President’s Message: 
New Skills Lead to 
New Discoveries

!  I recently was contacted by a publisher of a soon-to-be-
published new magazine called Central Coast Kind. In a long and fun 
first meeting, she contracted me to do photography, which I had 
expected. To my surprise, she also contracted me to write a series of 
articles based upon people engaged in acts of kindness, giving, love 
and compassion.

! Many of my photo clients are non-profits whom I love to work with for the exact 
reason that they engage in all of the above on a consistent basis. I suggested many of them 
and got the go ahead for the first seven articles.
! As more than a few of you may know, I like to talk, tell stories and trade tales. Now I 
discovered that in order to write about a real person in a meaningful way, I needed to learn 
a new skill called deep listening. I had to keep quiet and draw the other person out. 
! My first interview was four hours with hardly a peep out of me and I gleaned 
almost enough material for a book. I did a bit of research on listening and found to my 
surprise that to be a good listener, the interviewer did need to actually speak here and 
there. The idea is not to start trading stories, nor to express some of your own opinions, but 
to draw the subject out more, perhaps gaining a deeper understanding of what they do and 
why.
! My first subject had been a local activist for the disabled. She was fascinating, but 
looking back, I now believe I may have done better with some extra interaction. The saving 
grace was that I already knew the subject well. I realized how lucky I had been in that I had 
been able to pick subjects that I knew beforehand.

My next subject was the author of Pay It Forward, Catherine Ryan Hyde. We knew 
each other somewhat, since I had brought her in to speak to NightWriters a couple of times. 
She was quite gracious and the interview took on more of the aspects of a conversation, 
with give and take between two writers. We spent two fascinating hours and I learned 
much more about her and her foundation.
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On a subsequent outing, I found out about the incredible journey of Destry 
Ramey, the children’s book writer, who is in her seventh battle with cancer and yet has 
taken medical supplies to Ecuador and Africa among other adventures.

Another interview had me riveted, learning about Eldonna Edwards’s journey of 
self-discovery as she donated a kidney to a perfect stranger. The DVD of her marvelous 
act of giving will keep anyone glued to their seats. I advise everyone to run out and get 
a copy. It’s called Perfect Strangers. The book is Lost In Transplantation.

Every interview is a revelation to me. I have always known that the Central 
Coast holds an amazing array of wonderful people doing good things, yet I now am 
seeing them more deeply. What a great piece of luck is mine, to get an assignment that 
leads to such wondrous gems. It’s only by taking a deep breath and making the plunge 
into the depths of a new area that I have found a new voice.

I can see how every corner of my writing will be informed by this new addition 
to my writer’s tool kit. This certainly did not just happen by chance, though. Attending 
writing workshops and conferences, listening to presenters at our NightWriters 
meetings and years of picking the brains of my critique group members have paved the 
way for this breakthrough. 

I will be writing more in the future about this new magazine, as there will be 
many opportunities for writers, based upon kindness and compassion most of all. 
Eldonna gave me a bumper sticker that reads Love is a Verb. Tune out the news and 
soothe your soul, think and write of kindness and love.

! Excelsior,
! Dennis

NW Member Authors, Sell Your Books!
	

	 Sell your books at our general monthly meetings! If you are a member of the SLO 
NightWriters, we encourage you to take part. We will have a table set up for you to display, 
discuss and sell your books.
! Please note—SLO NightWriters holds no liability in this process. All authors 
participating are responsible for their own money exchanges and for the security of their 
own funds and books. Your dues with the SLO NightWriters must be current in order to 
participate.
! We hope that you will welcome this opportunity. For more information about our 
meeting, please visit our website.
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KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS...
Terry Sanville’s short story, “Coding,” will be included in the 16th annual edition of 
“Blood and Thunder: Musings on the Art of Medicine,” a fine arts literary journal 
published by the University of Oklahoma College of Medicine.

Susan Tuttle’s indieB.R.A.G. Medallion-awarded, paranormal 
suspense novel, Proof of Identity, is now available as an audio book. 
You can add the narration to the Kindle version of the book, or go 
to Audible, Amazon or iTunes and purchase the audio-only 
version. The narration is done by Jan Kennedy, who does a 
masterful job with all the various characters in the story. This is the 
perfect companion for that long summer road trip you’ve got 
scheduled. Sign up for a chance to win a free audio version of Proof 
of Identity at the August meeting.

!
! “Do you know what I was smiling at? You wrote down that you were a 
writer by profession. It sounded to me like the loveliest euphemism I had ever heard. 
When was writing ever your profession? It’s never been anything but your religion. 
Never. I’m a little overexcited now. Since it is your religion, do you know what you 
will be asked when you die? But let me tell you first what you won’t be asked. You 
won’t be asked if you were working on a wonderful, moving piece of writing when 
you died. You won’t be asked if it was long or short, sad or funny, published or 
unpublished. You won’t be asked if you were in good or bad form while you were 
working on it. You won’t even be asked if it was the one piece of writing you would 
have been working on if you had known your time would be up when it was 
finished—I think only poor Soren K. will get asked that. I’m so sure you’ll only get 
asked two questions. Were most of your stars out? Were you busy writing your heart 
out? If only you knew how easy it would be for you to say yes to both questions.”
 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~J.D. Salinger 
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Congratulations to SLO NightWriters 
Paul Alan Fahey and Ruth Starr!

We are accepting story submissions now!
Find full Tolosa submission guidelines 

at www.slonightwriters.org
Submit your 500-600 word short fiction to Meagan at 

meaganfriberg@gmail.com
Meagan Friberg

Pick up copies of SLO City News, Bay News and Coast News at local stores and 
kiosks. Visit the Tolosa on-line archives to read other NW stories published in the CC 

Life section of Tolosa Press at www.tolosapressnews.com

http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
http://www.tolosapressnews.com
http://www.tolosapressnews.com
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Review of July Meeting
 Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold critiqued original pieces by 
NightWriters at Round Table One. Terry Sanville and his wife 
Marguerite Costigan are accomplished poets. I read an interesting 
article about the ways that poetry can improve your writing of prose. 
Writing is about connecting with readers. And poetry writing helps 
you develop skills for connecting with readers mentally (language), 
emotionally (images), and physically (rhythm).
      ! Poetry can improve your writing by teaching you:

1. Mindful Imagery. Vivid imagery that create pictures in the 
reader’s mind. Poetry doesn’t bother to explain a scene, 
situation, idea, or experience. It shows. It 
paints a picture and pulls you into it.

2. Word Choice. Words in poetry are selected 
carefully to generate a visceral response. 
Unlike prose, characters rarely appear in 
poetry, so instead of using the emotional 
connection forged between people, a poet 
must learn to grab the reader’s heart by 
appealing to the senses. The poet uses 
language that evokes emotions without 
telling the reader what they should be 
feeling.

3. Musicality. Good poetry, like good music, 
has cadence and melody. When musicality is 
brought into prose writing, the readers feel 
the words in their bones and muscles. They 
have a physical reaction.

4. Economy. Every single word must be 
essential to a poem. Therefore poetry teaches 
prose writers how to be sparring with 
language.
Improving Your Writing Through Poetry, 

Melissa Donovan, July 5, 2016
     !  Susan Tuttle taught us how to craft effective 
dialogue at Round Table Two. Brilliant dialogue makes 
readers forget they are reading a story. It feels like real 

By Jan Alarcon
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life. Good dialogue approximates normal speech without 
being normal speech. It must sound natural and normal at all 
times. It must also paint a clear picture of the setting and the 
character’s actions in order to ground the reader in the scene 
and emotions.
       ! Ernest Hemingway was a master of dialogue. His 
story Hills like White Elephants is almost entirely an argument 
between two people. The argument appears to be about 
white elephants.
! “They look like white elephants,” she says.
! “I’ve never seen one,” the man says, and drinks his 
beer.
! “No, you wouldn’t have.”
! “I might have,” the man says. “Just because you say I 
wouldn’t have doesn’t prove anything.”
       ! Over time, it becomes clear that the man is trying to 
convince the woman to have an abortion.

"I'll go with you and I'll stay with you all the time. 
They just let the air in and then it's all perfectly natural."

How we pick this up is beyond me, because the 
argument about elephants never ceases. (Wall Street Journal: 
Talk that Walks: How Hemingway’s Dialogue Powers a Story. 
John L’Heureux, Feb. 12, 2011.)

Crime-fiction writer Corey Lynn Fayman spoke at the 
general meeting. The detective in his series is guitar-playing 
Rolly Waters.  

Black Beach Shuffle: Rolly Waters’, a recovering rock 
musician, band performs at a blowout party for a fast-rising 
Internet startup company. Rolly’s discovery of a dead body 
floating in a pool sets in motion a series of intrigues that drag 
him into the surreal world of dot.com culture, as well as the 
dark heart of his own uneven past. “The story unfolds in a 
series of swift, compelling chapters that are rife with 
interesting characters. “LA Jolla Village News

Border Field Blues: Reluctant private detective Rolly 
Waters arrives at Border Field Park early one morning to 
help his bird-watching friend find the vandals who’ve 
destroyed a sensitive bird nesting area. Before solving the 
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mystery, Rolly crosses paths with a local border vigilante, a tormented vaquero, and an 
aging rock groupie. “A rollicking and fast-paced crime novel…” San Francisco Book Reviews

Desert City Diva: Rolly Waters takes on the case of the infuriating unpredictable and 
secretive dance-club Disc Jockey. “Offbeat characters and popular musical lore distinguish 
this decidedly unusual tale.” Publisher’s Weekly
! I leave you with a poem that always strengthens me.

Love after Love

The time will come 
when, with elation 
you will greet yourself arriving 
at your own door, in your own mirror 
and each will smile at the other's welcome, 

and say, sit here. Eat. 
You will love again the stranger who was your self.
Give wine. Give bread. Give back your heart 
to itself, to the stranger who has loved you 

all your life, whom you ignored 
for another, who knows you by heart. 
Take down the love letters from the bookshelf, 

the photographs, the desperate notes, 
peel your own image from the mirror. 
Sit. Feast on your life.                                                                                                              
(Derek Walcott)

Until next month,
Jan Alarcon
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South County Group Seeking New Members
! The South County Critique Group, which focuses on serious writing in a 
friendly, supportive environment, is looking for one or two members who write at an 
advanced or intermediate level.
! We meet on the second and fourth Saturdays from 9:30 to noon in Grover 
Beach.
! The members thrive on variety: writing short stories, articles, and novels— all 
genres from fiction to biography and memoirs. Members exchange
work by email one week prior to the meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques. 
The critiques are aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing strengths in 
everything from plot and character development to grammar and proper manuscript 
preparation
! We are serious about fully developing each member’s writing talent, whether 
for publication or for personal satisfaction.
! Contact the Moderator, Judy Guarnera, for more information, or to visit the 
group: 474-9598; email: j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

Getting to Know NightWriter Members

Spotlight On...

by: Mike Price

I never know what response I will receive from the men and women who step into the 
Spotlight. This month, we can get to know Eldonna Edwards better. 

NW: Who are you?  
EE: My name is Eldonna Edwards and I'm an author, living donor and kindness 

advocate. I was also featured in the award-winning documentary "Perfect Strangers" that 
aired on PBS last year. (www.perfectstrangersmovie.com). I'll be the scheduled presenter for 
the NW October 11th meeting. I'd love to hear from members whether they'd prefer Topic #1 
Procrastination, or Topic #2 A discussion of my book Lost in Transplantation, about donating a 
kidney to a stranger.

http://www.perfectstrangersmovie.com
http://www.perfectstrangersmovie.com
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NW: Who is your greatest inspiration?
EE: I'd have to say Rumi. His poetry is so uplifting, so honest and riddled with wit and 

wisdom. I'm not a religious person, but my philosophy is joy, wonder, and compassion and I 
think Rumi personifies that belief.

NW: Do you have a blog?
EE: I do! I write on random topics that I think people will find relevant whether they 

are writers or readers (or both!).  http://eldonnaedwards.blogspot.com/

NW: What genre do you like to write?
EE: I have an equal affinity for memoir and fiction. Memoir comes very easy to me. 

Fiction is more challenging but it's so much fun to create characters that come to life on the 
page! I'm drawn to coming-of-age that reads like commercial or literary book club type 
fiction rather than YA.

NW: Tell us about your favorite story/article/essay that you have written.
EE: I wrote a piece titled The Benevolence Boomerang for an organization called Waitlist 

Zero, that seeks to solve the organ shortage crisis through education and advocacy. My essay 
addresses what I like to call "enlightened self-interest" when it comes to altruism. The article 
can be found here: http://waitlistzero.org/blog/the-benevolence-boomerang/

NW: Tell us about your latest project.
EE: My agent just received a 2-book deal with Kensington and I gleefully accepted! My 

next book is a coming-of age novel that takes place in the 1960's. Set against a small lakeside 
community in the Midwest, This I Know is the emotional story of a family torn apart by fear 

Jean Moelter

and judgment but ultimately, the redemption of acceptance and 
forgiveness. The underlying message of This I Know is that in seeking 
knowledge we must finally come to embrace the unknowable. Or 
put more simply, that faith is merely the embodiment of wonder. It's 
scheduled for release in Spring of 2018.

NW: Do you have a day job?
EE: I own Avila Beach Massage, a mobile spa business that 

serves the communities of Avila, SLO, Pismo and Shell Beach. After 
23 years as a massage therapist, I no longer practice massage therapy 
but I have an amazing team of therapists who specialize in women's 
and couple's massage. I also speak to groups about living donation 
and compassionate living.

http://eldonnaedwards.blogspot.com/
http://eldonnaedwards.blogspot.com/
http://waitlistzero.org/blog/the-benevolence-boomerang/
http://waitlistzero.org/blog/the-benevolence-boomerang/
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NW: How does your family support you in your writing?
EE: My six siblings are probably my greatest cheerleaders. Although we're separated 

by thousands of miles, (they all live in Michigan) they are my most ardent supporters. I'm so 
thankful that I come from a family of readers. Also my partner, Brer, spends countless hours 
painstakingly reading and editing my work. My writing is so much better as a result of his 
valuable input.

NW: How does NightWriters help you?
EE: I think because writers often lead such solitary lives it's helpful to have a place to 

come together and celebrate achievements, uplift those who are struggling and connect with 
one's tribe. Many members have purchased my books and I so appreciate the support.

NW: How do you handle rejection letters?
EE: Rejection is part of the process. I tend to be an optimist and try not to take 

rejection personally. Often it just means my work is not a good fit for that particular editor 
or market. Several of the editors who turned down This I Know offered extremely valuable 
feedback that helped me make it a better book.  

NW: Besides writing, what are your other hobbies?
EE: I play tennis, hike and I'm an avid movie-goer. I volunteer as a screener and 

venue host for SLO International Film Festival.

NW: Tell us something surprising about yourself.
EE: I can't swim. I grew up on Lake Michigan and I live at the beach, but I only wade 

up to my knees.

NW: Thank you, Eldonna, for a very interesting Spotlight article. I will be looking 
forward to the October meeting. Speaking for myself, I vote for hearing about your book. I 
already know how to procrastinate.

! “Writing has made me rich—not in money but in a couple hundred 
characters out there, whose pursuits and anguish and triumphs I’ve shared. I am 
unspeakably grateful at the life I have come to lead.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Wright Morris
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SLO NW e✑Line Edit Exchange
! Can’t find a critique group? Don’t have time for meetings? Have specific needs 
for feedback on your work? Our Electronic Peer Review Line Edit Exchange is perfect 
for out-of-town members, or those with restricted time schedules. 
! All E-Exchange Partners are SLO NW members.

• Exchange views with other writers 
• No fees charged, no credit expected or required.
• Participants contact each other, set their own rules and time frames.
• Use your own style of editing/commenting.
• If you don’t find value in the feedback, try someone else on the list.  

! To be added, contact Sharyl Heber (sheber@charter.net) with: Your Name, Email, 
Genre (if you desire a specific one), Skill Level (if you require a specific level). She will add 
you to the list. Then you can reach out on a one-to-one basis and find the right writing partner 
for you.

Word of the Month
“vituperative”

Definition: (Adj, L vitium (fault) + parare (to 
make or prepare) Using, containing, or 
marked by harshly critical or irate language.

Synonyms: scathing, abusive, virulent, 
harsh, withering, malign, censorious, 
sardonic, derogatory

Usage: Internet trolls specialize in 
vituperative.

Quote 
of the Month

! “He writes so well he makes me 
want to put my quill back in my 
goose.”
! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ~Fred Allen
!   

  "Plot is people. Human emotions and desires founded on the realities of life, 
working at cross purposes, getting hotter and fiercer as they strike against each other 
until finally there’s an explosion—that’s Plot."
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Leigh Brackett

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
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! I’ve decided to interview myself this month in regard to my most 
recent release, The Other Place, which is a novel about a young man with 
schizophrenia trying to make it as an artist.

If you would like me to feature your book, please contact me at 
elizabethroderick@att.net!

A Writer’s Process

by: Liz Roderick

Q: Could you tell us a bit about how the novel came about? How did you get the 
idea to write it? 

A: I was sitting in the Shandon park one day, giving away lunches to kids as part of 
the food bank’s summer lunch program, when this guy approached me and started talking 
about my shoes. I could tell he was a little bit “off”, but he was so compelling—stunningly 
intelligent, hilariously funny, and insightful in a way that made my heart almost stop. 

At that time, I was writing The Hustle (which released on 5/31/16). That guy from 
the park was so awesome that I ended up writing him into The Hustle as a character named 
Justin. Although I didn’t speak to the guy-from-the-park again, and didn’t even know his 
name, when I finished The Hustle I started a novel from Justin’s point of view. That was The 
Other Place, which came out on 5/2/16 (its sequels are set to come out in 2017). 

It was an emotional process writing those books; I don’t have schizophrenia myself, 
but I have bipolar disorder and have struggled with psychosis. Back before I knew what 
my diagnosis was, I thought I was schizophrenic, and it scared 
the hell out of me, so it was frightening to put myself in Justin’s 
shoes. However, I found during the process of writing the book 
that Justin’s mind wasn’t dark, and his life was more beautiful 
than most people’s. There was nothing for me to be afraid of.

It was during the editing process that I sought out the guy-
from-the-park again, because I wanted to make sure I was getting 
certain aspects of the schizophrenic mind correct. He walked into 
the park at the same moment I did, and told me he wanted to talk 
to me. What ensued was over a year of the best and most intense 
friendship I’ve ever had.

The guy-from-the-park’s name is Phoenix. He’s one of the 
greatest people I’ve ever known. He taught me how to live 
beautifully, and how to not be ashamed of how my brain works 
any longer.

mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
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Q: How long did it take you to write The Other Place? 
A: The first draft took about six weeks. I went through a soul-twisting editing and 

revision process, and the book sold about a year after I’d finished it.

Q: Are you a plotter or a pantser? If you’re a plotter, what is your outlining 
process? If you’re a pantser, tell us a little about how your ideas come to you.

A: I’m a pantser all the way. When I start a book, I know the character and the 
world they live in, and perhaps one or two plot points. I couldn’t even begin to write an 
outline, because I’m not able to see what happens in the book until I’m on the ground, 
living with the character and seeing how they interact with their world.

Q: What is your editing process? 
A: I work with a few betas, and I put parts of my books through critique groups. 

I’ve gotten good at spotting problems in my own books, and at weeding through critique 
advice to decide which bits really resonate with me and are right for my book. And, with 
The Other Place Series, since I have a publisher, I get the priceless benefit of a long and 
thorough professional editing process before the books go to print.

Q: Could you tell us about your publishing journey? 
A: I never seriously considered self-publishing, since I’m so bad at marketing, and 

you have to be very dedicated to marketing (and throw A LOT of money into publishing 
and marketing) to be successful at self-publishing. The Other Place was the third book I 
queried (the ninth book I wrote), and at that point I was confident my writing skills were 
strong enough for me to be traditionally published. The only problem was, I was writing 
characters that most people don’t easily identify with.

The Other Place is the book of my heart, as they say, and it was the one I was 
determined to get published. In order to reach that goal, I worked really hard at getting 
the beginning of the book just right, so that readers would be pulled into the story and 
have enough context to understand and love Justin without the writing being too tell-y. 
(Critique advice didn’t help with this one bit. Every time I changed it, a critiquer/editor/
agent would tell me to put it back the way I’d had it before, which hadn’t been working.) 
While I was working on that aspect, I wrote Love or Money, which is a more mainstream 
romantic suspense novel and which I wrote with the idea of getting an easier publishing 
credit so I would have more leverage to get The Other Place published.

It worked: I only pitched Love or Money on Twitter, and had two offers on it only a 
few weeks after I’d finished it. After that, it wasn’t difficult to get The Other Place noticed. I 
ended up signing it with the same publisher.
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Q: Which is your favorite marketing method? 
A: Like I said, I’m horrible at marketing, but I’m trying to team up with activism 

groups like the National Alliance on Mental Illness to promote The Other Place. The local 
chapter of NAMI is all about my books, and they are being very helpful in that regard. I have 
a television interview and book signings coming up, partly thanks to them.

Q: Could you tell us a bit about why you decided to pursue a writing career? Any 
advice or encouragement for those struggling to do the same thing, or considering it? 

A: I started writing in earnest about three years ago, when I moved to the SLO area 
with my then-husband. It was a very difficult transition, and writing was a way for me to 
cope with all that stress. It’s been the healthiest and most empowering thing I’ve ever had. 
Writing helps me to make sense of the world in a way that nothing else ever has.

That said, you have to be crazy to try to be any sort of artist, especially if you’re 
seeking to make a living at it. It’s a rough business. You have to stick with it against some 
serious odds, and through massive hardship. Being a full-time artist is generally a career for 
people who aren’t cut out to do anything else. Being a part-time artist isn’t for the faint of 
heart, either; the only way to be successful at it is to never stop learning and to never give up.

Q: Tell us about the sequels to this book. 
A: The Other Place is actually the second novel in the series; the first is The Hustle, 

which is a dark book, and very much unlike The Other Place, which actually isn’t dark at all, 
and is good for all ages. You don’t have to read The Hustle in order to read The Other Place.

The series has two more installments: a novella from the antagonist’s point of view, 
entitled Love and War; and a full-length novel from Justin’s point of view, entitled 
Synchronicity.

Q: What else are you working on that you’d like to tell us about? 
 A: I’m in the process of querying a YA magical realism romance from the point of 

view of a young woman with Bipolar I; as well as a humorous amateur-sleuth mystery with a 
“differently-minded” character. I’m editing a series of seven YA urban fantasy novels, and 
writing a YA alternate-earth fantasy as well as an adult literary fiction book.

Thank you for reading my navel-gazing self-interview! I hope you will check out 
my books. They’re available in Kindle format or paperback on Amazon, or can be ordered 
through any bookseller. 

https://www.amazon.com/Elizabeth-Roderick/e/B01A4FUJJM/
ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1469828111&sr=8-1

https://www.amazon.com/Elizabeth-Roderick/e/B01A4FUJJM/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1469828111&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Elizabeth-Roderick/e/B01A4FUJJM/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1469828111&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Elizabeth-Roderick/e/B01A4FUJJM/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1469828111&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Elizabeth-Roderick/e/B01A4FUJJM/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1469828111&sr=8-1
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Unraveled: The Mystery of QR Codes
By Rolynn Anderson

   ! Let’s get started on QR codes! The questions are: Do you need this particular tool in 
your promo kit? Can you afford it –time and money? And if you can, how will you use it?

QR codes=Quick Response codes.
Toyota wanted to track automobiles through the manufacturing process and 

frustrated by the limited linear 20 character bar code, they invented an information-rich QR 
code in 1994, capable of encoding thousands of alphanumeric characters. Will the QR code 
replace the bar codes on the backs of our books and other purchased items? Time will tell.
 ! I must admit, the newness and the coolness of 
the code blinded me. I jumped on board too fast and I made 
costly and embarrassing mistakes. I’m going to help you look 
at QR codes with a jaundiced eye, knowing time and money is 
limited for our promo efforts. After all, we need to spend 90% 
of our time writing the next book!

THE NITTY GRITTY – GRABBING AND SCANNING 
A QR CODE

The process for obtaining a QR code online is easy and 
it’s free if you are linking simple information like a website 
URL. Goggle a free QR code-making site. http://qrcode.kaywa.com or http://
www.qrstuff.com You insert your website address (or any other site that gets the buyer 
to your buy-page) and the QR codemaker interprets it into a QR code that links to the 
URL. Wait! You want something in color or with a different shape than the drab black 
and white code? Once you’ve got the color, shape and size you want, download the 
image. Pretty isn’t always best, however. Make sure you have a distinct color contrast 
between the dots/squares and the background for the quick scanning. A unique QR code 
like the one I show below (which came from http://blog.kissmetrics.com/genius-qr-
codes/ ), will probably cost you money.

Now it’s time to get the QR reader as a free APP on your smart phone. Check the 
reviews/ratings on different APPs before you download one. You’ll want to test all QR 
images beforehand, with your scanner, to make sure they work. For instance, I applied 
my APP to my code to make sure the code led to my website, then I played around with 
different-sized codes as small as might go on a business card, to make sure a code that 
tiny could be read. Ask your friends, with a variety of smartphones, to try out your code.

All of this is sexy, cutting edge technology looked good for my promo tool kit 
until I did the research and applied some analytical thinking to the use of codes. These 
are the issues I now know to consider:

http://qrcode.kaywa.com
http://qrcode.kaywa.com
http://www.qrstuff.com
http://www.qrstuff.com
http://www.qrstuff.com
http://www.qrstuff.com
http://blog.kissmetrics.com/genius-qr-codes/
http://blog.kissmetrics.com/genius-qr-codes/
http://blog.kissmetrics.com/genius-qr-codes/
http://blog.kissmetrics.com/genius-qr-codes/
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! 1.  I need to analyze my target reading audience. Do they own smartphones, at ease with 
downloading APPs and scanning QR codes? Research tells us that iPhone users, ages 25-34, are 
the most APP agile. (Japan is far ahead of the U.S. in smartphone use). Dan Wilkerson, who 
studies social media @LunaMetrics guesses that maybe 5% of smart phone owners have 
downloaded a QR reader APP.

2. I’ll need to make a special place for my QR Code to link to...maybe NOT my website. 
Why? First, some websites don’t show well on a tiny smart phone screen. Second, the person 
who goes to all the trouble of scanning my QR Code should be rewarded with more than a 
view of my website...a coupon/discount or special deal for buying my book. Even more 
important, I want to track the buyer...after all, I have to send the buyer the discount code (or 
whatever promo item).

3. I MUST track who uses my QR Code to determine whether my QR Coding is worth 
the trouble. I’ve been told that Likify and Foursquare are good options, and I see that http://
qrcode.kaywa.com advertises the service, as well.

4. I should NOT use a tiny/bit URL because they may develop glitches or “link rot,” and 
fail on me, rendering my QR code impotent.

5. My QR code use must come with a call to action as well as a quick list of instructions. 
Many smartphone owners need only a little prodding to download a free App to scan your 
exciting offer. Don’t forget to show your website address on the promo piece, in case the reader 
doesn’t have a smartphone handy (or her batteries ran down).

Where to put your QR code?
1. On a tee shirt (Hint: Don’t put it on the front 

of your shirt, as I did, unless you’re willing to have 
people take pictures of your chest. Red-faced 
here...wasn’t thinking ahead about the fact the code 
needs to be FLAT!)

2. On banners, business cards and postcards
3. Print the code on posters and promo items
4. Buy a stamp of your QR code to use on paper 

and fabric promo items (Be careful...some fabrics 
will ‘fuzz’ out the code so it can’t be read. The fabric 
needs to be a light color, too.)

5. Buy a big banner with your code on it...so 
customers can scan it from way across a room at a 
conference

Cautions:
1. Remember that the phone must focus on the 

code to read it...neither the phone nor the code can be 

http://qrcode.kaywa.com
http://qrcode.kaywa.com
http://qrcode.kaywa.com
http://qrcode.kaywa.com
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moving. Codes on cars and billboards...not so good.
2. Spammers have gotten into the QR code-making business. Be careful what you scan 

and realize that people will become wary of scanning your code unless they’re sure you’re not 
a spammer.

My conclusions
Don’t spend a lot of money on QR codes until we see how the industry uses them over 

time. Recently, a colleague said her publisher was requiring a QR code on the back of her 
book.  That might signal a new trend.  Develop a special site (easy to read on a smartphone) 
connected with your code. Wherever you stamp your code, provide instructions and a call to 
action. Use a free tracking service so you know if and when your code is being used. At the 
point of scanning, offer the customer some kind of an incentive (discount/coupon/video) for 
buying your book through the code-scan.

For now, think of QR codes as one more inexpensive way to get your name and your 
books out and to build a readership. The fact that you show a savvy, professional persona 
helps, too!

More information on QR Codes:
http://www.qrcodesinmarketing.net  http://blog.kissmetrics.com/genius-qr-codes/

Choosing the Best Categories for Your Book on Amazon
! Choosing the best category for your book can increase your ratings. Here are some tips:
1. Go to Amazon.com, choose “books” and click the search icon. Book categories show in the 

left hand column. Click the category or categories that fit your niche.
2. Get as drill-down specific as you can in each category. Some categories have niche 

subcategories that are less competitive and easier to rank in. The number of competing 
books are listed in parentheses after the category title. The goal is to find a category that fits 
your book but has not as much competition.

3. Choose up to two categories for each book. The less competition the better. Try for those 
with fewer than 1,000 competitors whenever possible.

4. If it makes sense for your book, straddle two main categories. For example, a cookbook can 
be placed in sub niches in “Cookbooks, Food & Wine,” as well as subs in “Health, Fitness & 
Dieting.” But only do this if it works for your book.

5. Check to see how well the top books in your chosen category are selling. The category may 
not have much competition because the books do not sell well. Choosing that category may 
make you a best-selling author in the category, but not many people will be exposed to your 
book as it rises in the rankings.

6. Consider choosing a category to rank well in and another that gets more exposure.

http://www.qrcodesinmarketing.net
http://www.qrcodesinmarketing.net
http://blog.kissmetrics.com/genius-qr-codes/
http://blog.kissmetrics.com/genius-qr-codes/
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! “All your clear and pleasing sentences will fall apart if you don’t keep 
remembering that writing is linear and sequential, that logic is the glue that holds 
it all together, that tension must be maintained from one sentence to the next and 
from one paragraph to the next, and that narrative—good old-fashioned 
storytelling—is what should pull your readers along without their noticing the 
tug.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~William Zinsser
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! On Writing Well
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! (Pg. 261)

What Do You Write?
! !

Special Report: Digital 
Humanities in Libraries

! Contemporary research in the humanities has expanded beyond 
anything that could be considered traditional. Historians are building 
interactive digital maps, literary scholars are using computers to look for 
patterns across millions of books, and scholars in all disciplines are taking 
advantage of the internet to make their work more dynamic and visually 
engaging.
! To see the full article, click on the link below:
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2016/01/04/special-report-digital-
humanities-libraries/

Janice Konstantinidis
Foreign Correspondent
Down Under—On Grandma duty.

Janice Konstantinidis

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2016/01/04/special-report-digital-humanities-libraries/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2016/01/04/special-report-digital-humanities-libraries/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2016/01/04/special-report-digital-humanities-libraries/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2016/01/04/special-report-digital-humanities-libraries/
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Join Our Facebook Group
Dear NightWriters,

For those of you who would like to socialize and get to know each other better, but 
can't attend our monthly meetings, we have created a Facebook group. 

Facebook groups are dedicated spaces where you can share updates, photos or 
documents and message other group members. Just click on the link below and hit "join 
group" in the top right corner. Once our administrator approves your request, you are in!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1701340913423099/

Invite other NightWriters and get going. 
Swap ideas, encourage each other, share 
your events and so on. 

We hope that you will find a group 
of writing peers beneficial!

Sincerely, 
Joanne Feeney
SLONW Social Media Coordinator
joannef007@gmail.com 

Writer Bee: The Buzz on the Writing Life    

! Will return in September. Stay tuned!
by Leanne Phillips

Making the Most of 
Your SLO NightWriters 

Membership

http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=z9ZWYwfTMoPCKioDPN1HTbDKTRFgoijaEHUSyhznKxukG3dlw4TX5gQ1djLQ8SF1Xi1ytKyq1cq4UFKeTySwcUNfcRQFqcipAh9JpUJYjFg%3D
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=z9ZWYwfTMoPCKioDPN1HTbDKTRFgoijaEHUSyhznKxukG3dlw4TX5gQ1djLQ8SF1Xi1ytKyq1cq4UFKeTySwcUNfcRQFqcipAh9JpUJYjFg%3D
mailto:joannef007@gmail.com
mailto:joannef007@gmail.com
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Critique Group Requests
Holly Thibodeaux works in fiction, non-fiction, screenwriting, memoir and experimental fiction. She 
is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange with writers in a more structured environment with 
accountability to boost productivity. Intermediate level preferred; no location restrictions. She would 
also like to find others interested in exploring the philosophy of writing and the psychology of 
storytelling. Contact her at:

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique group, or 1:1 
electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City location. Contact Katie 
at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com.

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or VARIED 
GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is SLO City area.
Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  
Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 
ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  
Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com

“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Janice Konstantinidis (jkon50@gmail.com)  We’ll 
print your specific request in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 
members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find a match for 
your needs, make contacts, or to start a new group or critique partnership. Contact Janice for 
assistance if needed and she’ll get you to the right people. And, if you form a group, please let Janice 
know so she can list it on the website. She can also forward your group’s information to the 
newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at www.slonightwriters.org.
! ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive to 
facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing affiliations. 
While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we hope they 
lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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Critique Group Connections, Continued

Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.
Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.
Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.
Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.
Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  
Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 
FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  
Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

Steve Bowder is seeking a critique group that concentrates on true stories embellished to make them 
interesting, but that stay true to the facts that are known.
Contact Steve at: sbowder@live.com

 

mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
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mailto:sbowder@live.com
mailto:sbowder@live.com


NW  WORDSMITHS     AUGUST 2016

Page  25

Hospitality Needs Your Help!
! Our Hospitality Committee is doing a fantastic job of making sure we have 
scrumptious goodies for every meeting. But Baxter Trautman and Brian Schwartz 
could use some help. If a few more NW members pitch in, then each committee 
member would be responsible for only one or two meetings a year!
! It’s a fun job. All it takes is some shopping for goodies the day before/day 
of the meeting, spreading the treats out on the table to entice attendees, and 
cleanup after the meeting ends. All money outlaid is reimbursed at the meeting.
! Contact our President if this sounds like something you’d like to help with. 
What better way to get what you’d like to snack on than being part of the 
committee?
! Dennis Eamon Young:  photodennis44@gmail.com

Be A NW Greeter!
! Help NW out by becoming a Meeting Greeter. If you attend our monthly 
meetings and can come a little early, we need you! We’d like to form a Greeters 
Committee of 3 to 4 writers who can help out each month.
! It’s a fun and easy job, simply making sure that attendees sign in, either as 
members or guests, and handing out the appropriate name tags. It also entails 
arriving around 4:45 to 5:00 pm, to sign in those who attend the Round Tables, and 
collecting the small fee from non-members who attend the Tables. And about a half 
hour after the general meeting starts, your duties are done!
! If we can get a dedicated group of 3 to 4 people who can take over this 
essential job, then you only need to be available 3 to 4 times a year for this 
assignment. It’s a great way to meet the writers who attend, make connections and 
network with your fellow writers.

NW Needs a VP! 
NightWriters is looking for someone to fill the Vice President spot. It’s a great way 
to learn about NightWriters, become familiar with its workings, and help pinch-
hit for the President when needed, which is rarely, without needing to put in a lot 
of time. If you’re interested in exploring this vital role, contact Dennis Eamon 
Young via email: photodennis44@gmail.com

mailto:lphillips715@gmail.com
mailto:lphillips715@gmail.com
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NW Golden Quill Awards Contest 

! SLO NightWriters’ annual writing contest, The Golden Quill Awards Contest is 
scheduled to begin in mid-summer. We have a fun contest planned, with a great theme, 
and three categories: Poetry, Short Fiction and Flash Fiction. Time to start thinking 
about your entry. Full details will follow in the Newsletter and via email. Watch for it!
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Central Coast Writers Conference
The 32nd Annual Writers Conference is schedule for September 29-October 1, 

2016. You can study with some of the best writing faculty anywhere; learn valuable 
writing techniques; gain insights; interact with authors, agents, marketing experts, 
and fellow writers; meet one-on-one with editors; return home energized and 
inspired. Early Bird registration ($199) ended July 31st at 5:00 pm Pacific time, but 
you can still get a great deal at full price of $225. This has been touted as the “best 
value” conference for the money!

Friday Bootcamps offer: Writing for the Screen; Beginning Writing; Marketing; 
Nonfiction; and The Business of Writing. Saturday Tracks include: Beginner, 
Advanced, Master, Everyone, Special Techniques, Marketing, Nonfiction, Earning a 
Living, Novel Writing, Writing for TV, and Screenwriting. Workshops taught by such 
authors as Brenda Knight, Anne Perry, Peter Dunne, Mary Weber, Jonathan Mayberry, 
Jordan Rosenfeld, Michael Stackpole, Tomber Hawkeye and many more.

And don’t forget to visit the Book & Author Fair on Thursday, September 29, 
in downtown SLO at the Farmer’s Market, from 3:00pm-8:00pm. Some amazing 
authors will be there with special deals on their books.

Sign up today for the best writing conference around. And it’s here in our own 
backyard. www.cuesta.edu/communityprograms/writers-conference/index.html  

Give Advice and Get Published!
! Do you have some tips, or have you learned a strategy that could help those just starting out 
on their writing career? Send in 300-400 words to the Great Beginnings column and you can be a 
contributor to both the WordSmiths Newsletter and your fellow writers. It’s a great way to help 
others hone their skills, and a great publishing kudo for your resume. Time to put that thinking cap 
on and then write: What advice would you give a beginning writer? Send to: 
aim2write@yahoo.com, with NW Newsletter in the subject line.

http://www.cuesta.edu/communityprograms/writers-conference/index.html
http://www.cuesta.edu/communityprograms/writers-conference/index.html
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! Back in 1995, Kurt Vonnegut said, in a lecture about the shapes of stories, “There is no 
reason why the simple shapes of stories can’t be fed into computers. They are beautiful 
shapes.”
! He then represented on the blackboard in graphical form several emotional arcs that 
writers have explored for centuries, some of which are better suited to storytelling than 
others, from the simple “man falls into hole, man gets out of hole” to the more complex “boy 
meets girl, boy loses girl, boy gets girl.”
! However, until recently there has been little agreement on the number of different 
emotional arcs, or their shapes. Estimates vary from three basic patterns to more than thirty. 
Today that has changed, thanks to the work of Andrew Reagan at the Computational Story 
Lab at the University of Vermont in Burlington. He and his team used sentiment analysis to 
map the emotional arcs of over 1,700 stories (each of which had been downloaded from the 
Project Gutenberg website more than 150 times), and then used data-mining techniques to 
reveal the most common arcs by measuring the emotional valence of the text.
! They discovered six core trajectories which form the building blocks of complex 
narratives:

1. A steady, ongoing rise in emotional valence (ex: a rags-to-riches story like Alice’s 
Adventures Underground by Lewis Carroll).

2. A steady, ongoing fall in emotional valence (ex, a tragedy like Romeo and Juliet).
3. A fall then a rise in emotional valence (the man-in-a-hole story).
4. A rise then a fall in emotional valence (like the Greek myth of Icarus)
5. A rise-fall-rise in emotional valence (such as Cinderella).
6. A fall-rise-fall in emotional valence (such as Oedipus).

! The team then looked at the correlation between the emotional arc and the number of 
story downloads to find out which were most popular. And this is where it gets most 
interesting for writers. The most popular stories are those that follow the Icarus and Oedipus 
arcs (a rise then fall arc, and a fall-rise-fall arc), and those that use a combination of arcs in 
sequence. The most popular complex stories are those with two sequential man-in-hole arcs 
then a rise-fall-rise arc followed by the steady fall of a tragedy.
! Vonnegut outlined his theory of story shapes in his master’s thesis in anthropology at 
the University of Chicago. It was rejected, in Vonnegut’s words, “because it was so simple 
and looked like too much fun.” Well, as writers, we’ve known that all along.

GREAT BEGINNINGS
...Information for Beginning Writers (and everyone else too)

The 6 Basic Emotional Story Arcs
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK! 
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Dennis Eamon Young 
Vice-President:  Open
Secretary: Carol Schmidt
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle 
Program Director: Janice Konstantinidis
Contest Committee Chair: Open
Membership Director: Open
Critique Group Coordinator: Open
Social Media/Publicity Coordinator: Joanne 
Feeney
Tolosa Press Submissions: Meagan Friberg
Welcome Committee: Open
Sunshine Chair: Kalila Volkov 
Website Master: Janice Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Steve Derks
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle, Elizabeth Roderick
Art Director: Dennis Eamon Young 
Assistant Secretary: Janice Konstantinidis
Board Assistants: Rebecca Waddell
NW Historian: Open
Hospitality: (Coordinator: Open) Baxter 
! Trautman, Brian Schwartz

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

      Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org  and pay with credit card.

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings: the second Tuesday of 
every month, year round. We encourage interested visitors 
to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission free; refreshments served.
    Next Meeting: August 9th, at United Church of Christ 
on Los Osos Valley Rd, San Luis Obispo 93401. General 
meeting begins at 6:30 pm. Round Table presentations start 
at 5:15 pm.
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org
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      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact our webmaster and the 
newsletter editor at slonightwriter@yahoo.com to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW 
Newsletter and on the NW Web site. 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com  with your critique needs and 
genres and we’ll do our best to assist you. 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP
Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet 
can join. Any poet can benefit from input of a 
group, regardless of experience. Call and 
together we can set time and place to meet. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact: ! Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
! ! irenekooi@gmail.com 

PISMO SATURDAY GROUP
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 
and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 
memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
group meetings. 1500 word limit on 
submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 
location.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:!! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

MEMOIR AND NON-FICTON 
Judith Bernstein is looking for writers 
interested in creative non-fiction, articles, op-ed 
pieces and memoir. Focus is on being 
published. Skill level intermediate to advanced. 
Time and place to be determined. If interested, 
contact the moderator for more information.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact:! ! Judith Bernstein
! ! ! ryewit@live.com
! ! ! 805-904-6365
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to publish, 
we’ll help you with ideas to improve your 
writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on the 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 
wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:! ! Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
! ! ! ! Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

NORTH COUNTY RACONTEURS
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month in 
Paso Robles; the first meeting is in the evening 
from 6:00-8:30 pm, the second in the afternoon 
from 12:00 noon-2:30 pm. We prefer experienced 
fiction writers, short stories, novellas and novels 
for adult and YA. Only genre exceptions are 
nonfiction, memoir and poetry. We were created 
to help writers become better writers, so we 
don’t expect final polished manuscripts, as those 
should be sent to an editor, agent or publisher, 
not to a critique group. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO 2 NEW MEMBERS.

Contact:!        Mikki Sadil
! !        mikkisadilauthor@gmail.com 

SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This group 
thrives on variety, writing short stories, articles, 
poetry and novels, all genres from fiction to 
biography and memoirs. Members exchange 
work by email at least one week before the 
meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques 

aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing 
strengths in everything from plot and character 
development to grammar and proper 
manuscript preparation. Intermediate to to 
advanced writers are welcome.  We meet in a 
casual and fun atmosphere and are serious 
about fully developing each member’s writing 
talent, whether for publication or self-
satisfaction. Visitors are always welcome.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 

Moderator:! ! Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           ! j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP I 
(Wed. a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in 5 Cities 
area from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 
traditional NightWriter critique group. Work is 
produced in each session, then analyzed 
according to the objective of the day’s goal. 
Based on writing exercises designed to jump-
start the creative process (based on the lessons 
and exercises in the Write It Right Series), these 
sessions take writers through the process of 
writing fiction from inception of idea to the final 
resolution. This group is for all writers who 
want to learn the process of crafting a well-told 
story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 
story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc.  There is a 
small monthly fee involved for this class to 
cover materials.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS.

Contact:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

NORTH COUNTY CRITIQUE GROUP
Meets twice a month on Thursday from 
1:30-4:00 pm at the Atascadero Library. the 
group includes intermediate and advanced level 
writers of fiction and non-fiction, both published 
and unpublished. Our critique process is upbeat 
and constructive. We send around pieces in 
advance, and read aloud at sessions. Potential 
new members are encouraged to visit to see if 
we are a mutual fit. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO A COUPLE OF NEW 
MEMBERS
Moderators:! ! Lillian Brown, 215-6107
! ! ! lilliofslo@aol.com
! ! ! Mike Perry, 466-8311
! ! ! dmperry1012@att.net!

THE THURSDAY GROUP 

This group meets at 9:00 am every other  
Thursday at The Coffee Bean in Pismo Beach. 
Anyone interested in joining them can email the 
moderator for full details.
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS, but visitors are always welcome. 
Contact the moderator for details.
Moderator:! ! Mark Ruszczyzky
! ! ! zsur@aol.com
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PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP
New group began Meeting on May 1. All levels 
and genres: short stories, novels, poetry, 
memoir. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
each meeting; 1,500 word limit on submissions. 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
9:00-11:00 am in Pismo Beach. 
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome. Contact 
moderator for location.
Moderator! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP II 
(Wed. p.m. Group)

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction, a 
writing instruction class that meets weekly and 
takes about a year to complete. See full 
description under Wed. a.m. Group. Meets from 
3:00-5:00 pm in Los Osos. Current members are 
presently getting their work published after only 
six months or so. CURRENTLY OPEN TO ONE 
OR TWO NEW MEMBERS

Contact:! Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
! ! aim2write@yahoo.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit
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LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. Charlie 
Perryess and Anne Allen share hosting 
responsibilities, running a tight ship so that 
everyone can read. No cross talk permitted. At 
the beginning and at our break we socialize. 
We’re all serious but fun-loving. Presently the 
writing covers several genres: YA novels; short 
stories; short stories woven into a novel; 
fantasy; humorous mystery novel; political 
satire novel; and personal essays. We write just 
about everything except poetry.   CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS but 
guests are welcome.  It may happen that space 
could be made for a compatible writer. 
Moderators:!        Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
! !        Anne Allen, 528-1006

LONG STORY SHORT
Flash Fiction/Nonfiction only meets the 2nd & 
4th Fridays every month, from 10 am to 12 
noon in Arroyo Grande.  Bring paper and 
pencil, or your laptop if you are so inclined—
flash pieces, 1000 word strict maximum.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS – call or email Diane to be placed 
on a waiting list.
Moderator:! Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
! ! mdcomposes@yahoo.com
                                              

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am 
to noon in San Luis. Members bring original 
work to each session and read aloud to the 
group. The group provides constructive 
suggestions for improving the writing and the 
structure of the stories. Prose forms of 

literature–short stories, novels, memoirs, essays, 
newspaper and magazine articles, travel–are 
this group’s forte. It welcomes writers who are 
serious about producing work for publication. 
Those interested in attending or who need more 
information should telephone.   CURRENTLY 
FULL — NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderators:! Terry Sanville, 541-0492 
                    !! Gloria Pautz,   543-2049
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