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Our June 14th Meeting

Establishing Credibility With 
Publishers: Climbing the Ladder of 

Publishing Success
with LeeAnne Krusemark

! Writing your article, poem, short story, or book 
is the hard part...that is until you're done and then you 
discover that was the easy part! New writers learn 
quickly that publishers want to work with published 
writers. 
! Well, how can you be a published writer if no 
one will publish your work? One key component to 
getting published is establishing credibility with 
publishers. 
! There are many easy ways to become a 
"published" writer, some virtually overnight, to 
achieve your ultimate publishing goal. You may 
discover you already have what it takes, but if not, 
you'll discover the short cuts to get there quickly.
  LeeAnne Krusemark is an adjunct online 
Professor of Publishing for Harvard and more than 
1,000 other facilities worldwide, and is a nationwide 
speaker on the topic. She is also a former journalist, 
editor, and managing editor of newspapers, as well as 
an author of countless magazine articles and several 
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business books. The inspiration she gives to others has been compared to Oprah!
! Bring your questions, concerns and needs to the June 14th meeting and learn how to 
climb the publishing ladder of success from a true expert. See you there!

Fellow Writers!
! Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?
! Getting married or having a baby?
! Suffering from the loss of a loved one?
Email me at jandkvolkov@att.net and I’ll send them a 
card from their SLO NightWriters family.
        Kalila

NightWriters “Round Tables”
Join Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold at the Critique Table as they give feedback on 

pieces brought to the table. Please keep your submission to two pages, typed, 12-point 
font, double spaced. This is a great—and safe—way to see what the critiquing process is 
all about, get valuable feedback from two fantastic writers, and practice reading your 
work to a small audience. Round Tables start at 5:15 pm.
! The Instruction Round Table this month will focus on Plot. All stories need a tight 
plot that drives the story forward and pulls readers in. Discover the 6 essentials of plot, 
the Rule of 3, the 8 elements of a tight plot, the 4 ways plots can end, the 6 main areas in 
which to discover the seeds of plot inspiration, and how to craft the essential crucible for 
each of your stories. All this and more at the Susan Tuttle’s June Instruction Round Table, 
starting at 5:15 pm.

See you at the Round Tables on Tuesday, June 14th at 5:15 pm.
Also, please see our update on the Round Tables on page 6.

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
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Dennis Eamon Young

President’s Message: 
Mentor: The Gift That Keeps 
!  Mentor: (after Mentor, friend and advisor of Odysseus) 1: 
a wise advisor; 2: a teacher or coach. So, this is what the Webster’s 
New World Compact Desk Dictionary tells us about this much 
maligned, misused and confused word/concept.
! Continuing on to my Oxford English Dictionary we are told that 
Mentor was an Ithican noble whose disguise the goddess Athene 
assumed in order to act as the guide and advisor to the young 

Telemachus (son of Odysseus and Penelope), as recounted in Homer’s Odyssey. An 
experienced and trusted advisor was he/she.
! Well, I’m quite glad we cleared that up!
! I was musing (let’s not get started on Muse now) about mentors and how we perceive 
them in our lives and the lives of others. That is why I wanted to clarify the definition. At 
least we can be sure that we are thinking of an experienced and trusted advisor. Are mentors 
reserved only for princes, warriors and heroes? I would say not and I daresay you would 
agree that we all have a need for mentors at various times in our lives.
! How does one go about acquiring a mentor? How soon after arriving here does one 
need to make this acquisition? Does one have a choice? Does a mentor influence you for a 
short moment in time, or for a lifetime? How do you choose?

My father was a closed book. He had no clue about the parental process, nor how to 
relate to me. Luckily, my mother, an artist, was incredibly outgoing and empathetic. I learned 
valuable social and artistic skills at the knee of this marvelous woman, my first mentor.  

Some of us are blessed to be mentored by both parents, some only by the father or 
mother and others by neither one. Nevertheless, these are our first role models and they 
mentor us on a daily basis, knowingly or not. If we do not receive the input of one or the 
other, we could spend a lifetime trying to make up for this deficit in a variety of relationships.
! Teachers usually become our next opportunity to acquire a mentor. They can 
sometimes be enlisted to fill this role in a variety of pursuits, or only in a specified field of 
activity. After that we may look for a mentor in a field of work, military service or a 
community of faith.
! Some people may fall under the spell of a tyrannical would-be mentor, demanding 
total obedience in payment for providing a sense of direction. Would we consider this to be a 
good definition of mentor? I would think not. This would provide us with too restrictive a 
viewpoint for a well-balanced life. 
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! A good mentor usually provides a balanced set of guidelines for achieving your 
goals, based upon their own experiences and learning. They will also know when it is 
time for you to move forward on your own into realms they may not know about, even 
though your own choices will be based to some degree on what they have imparted to 
you.
! My first professional mentor was W. Eugene Smith, a Life Magazine 
photojournalist. The lessons he taught still form the basis of my photographic approach, 
along with those of Alberto Rizzo, a renowned creative fashion photographer in New 
York City. All the other photographers I have known, worked with or read about have 
contributed to my field of view, but these two formed my foundation. A good mentor 
will help you establish a solid framework to rely upon and a lens to see the world 
through. 
! In a sometimes perilous search for a mentor, a person can be attracted to 
emulation of celebrities, not realizing that the people they try to be like are only a public 
persona. It is not wise to follow that which is only a façade. Each of us must find our 
own way. In the end, a mentor can best help by pointing out a direction and providing 
the all-important guidelines gained by real learning and experience.
! I am a lifelong voracious reader, which is a good basis for any writer, but my 
current mentor, Susan Tuttle, is truly dedicated to imparting all the knowledge at her 
disposal to a variety of students and fellow writers. We all appreciate her gracious, 
sharing nature as she helps us to hone our writing skills, whatever genre we are 
writing. Being in SLO NightWriters is such a great benefit to me, because I have such 
rich writing talents to draw inspiration from. You are all my mentors.

! Excelsior,
! Dennis

NW Member Authors, Sell Your Books!
	

	 Sell your books at our general monthly meetings! If you are a member of the SLO 
NightWriters, we encourage you to take part. We will have a table set up for you to display, 
discuss and sell your books.
! Please note—SLO NightWriters holds no liability in this process. All authors 
participating are responsible for their own money exchanges and for the security of their own 
funds and books. Your dues with the SLO NightWriters must be current in order to 
participate.
! We hope that you will welcome this opportunity. For more information about our 
meeting, please visit our website.
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Warrior Writers and SLO NightWriters 
team up to donate books to 

elementary students
Righetti high school writing club members share love of 

reading and writing at Liberty Elementary

Several members of the San Luis Obispo NightWriters teamed up with a younger 
generation of artists from Ernest Righetti High School’s Warrior Writers' Club on May 25 
during their field trip to Liberty Elementary in Santa Maria as they donated dozens of books 
to students.

In all, six Warrior Writers shared 35 books that had been donated from the SLO 
NightWriters with the sixth-grade students. After breaking up into smaller groups and before 
discussing the various donated books, the high school students spoke to their younger 
counterparts about their own experience in discovering the importance of reading and 
learning to write well.

The Warrior Writers' Club members, high school students in grades 9-12, meet 
regularly during lunch time to share creative writing pieces. Being part of this group, 
students often gain confidence, inspiration, and a social connection as they read aloud and 
listen to poems, songs, personal narratives, and works of fiction they have personally created.

“It's pretty awesome to observe these self-motivated, creative teenagers sharing and 
growing together,” said Krissy Kurth, RHS reading specialist and English instructor. “I feel so 
lucky to be part of this group and I love that they want to share their love for reading and 
writing with younger students as well.” 

SLO NightWriters President Dennis Eamon Young said it was an honor to participate 
in the event and witness the excitement of both the high school and elementary students as 
they interacted with one another and bonded over their mutual interest in reading in writing.

“We never stop learning,” said Young, “no 
matter what age we are, and it is wonderful to be 
able to encourage a new generation of readers and 
writers.”!

Check out the great writeup that appeared in 
the Santa Maria Times: www.santamariasun.com/
school-scene/14732/righetti-highs-warrior-writers-
club-donates-books-to-liberty-elementary-school/
!

http://www.santamariasun.com/school-scene/14732/righetti-highs-warrior-writers-club-donates-books-to-liberty-elementary-school/
http://www.santamariasun.com/school-scene/14732/righetti-highs-warrior-writers-club-donates-books-to-liberty-elementary-school/
http://www.santamariasun.com/school-scene/14732/righetti-highs-warrior-writers-club-donates-books-to-liberty-elementary-school/
http://www.santamariasun.com/school-scene/14732/righetti-highs-warrior-writers-club-donates-books-to-liberty-elementary-school/
http://www.santamariasun.com/school-scene/14732/righetti-highs-warrior-writers-club-donates-books-to-liberty-elementary-school/
http://www.santamariasun.com/school-scene/14732/righetti-highs-warrior-writers-club-donates-books-to-liberty-elementary-school/
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Round Tables Update
When we started with our roundtables at the general meetings a couple of years ago, we 
were certainly hoping to spark some interest, but the ever-expanding attendance has 
surpassed our expectations. We are so pleased that you enjoy them! 
! In order to accommodate the growing demand, we have to make certain 
adjustments. 
! Our critique round table now will prioritize the SLO NightWriters members' work, 
at no charge. This is a service that we are happy to offer as a perk that comes with the 
membership. If time permits, non-members can have their work critiqued for $5. 
! Also, the instruction round table will welcome the SLO NightWriters members free 
of charge, and accommodate non-members for $5. 
! Our main program that starts at 6:30pm and features a guest speaker is still free of 
charge and open to public! 
! We hope that this arrangement will allow us to provide the best services to our 
members. Thank you for your continuous support and we look forward to seeing you at 
our future meetings!
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KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS...
Destry Ramey’s children’s book, The Brown Paper Bag, won 1st Runner 
Up at the 2016 Amsterdam Book Festival. Destry’s book placed just below 
the grand prize winner. Both Destry and Feather are so excited to have 
another award for this wonderful book. Congratulations, Destry!

The Brown Paper Bag By Destry Ramey also garnered an Honorable
Mention award at the New York Book Festival. That’s three major awards 
so far for this wonderful little book.

Terry Sanville’s short story, “Blues From the Stepdown Ward,” will 
appear in the 18th edition of Willard & Maple, an annual print journal
put out by Champlain College of Vermont.

“The 90-Mile Run,” a short story by Terry Sanville, will appear online in the Turk’s Head 
Review, a print and online journal published out of West Chester, Pa.

Terry Sanville’s short story, “Yuma,” will appear in the fall 2016 edition of “BorderSenses,” 
an annual print publication that provides a venue for emerging and established writers/
artists from the U.S.-Mexico border area and beyond. Check them out at: 
www.bordersenses.com. 

Judith Bernstein’s editorial, “What the Candidates Aren’t Talking About,” appeared in the 
New Times. It dealt with the obesity crisis in our country and how it is impacting our health 
care system as well as individuals. This issue is  one that no candidate seems to be addressing 
and yet it poses a major challenge to the continuation of private and public health coverage. 
Judith partly blames government subsidies of unhealthy commodities such as corn oil, but 
she also points the finger at manufacturers of sugary products. Judith is thankful to several 
NightWriter critique groups for helping her craft the final version of the article.

The audio version of Susan Tuttle’s indieB.R.A.G.G. medallion-
awarded paranormal suspense novel, Proof of Identity, is 
schedule to be released in mid-June. Look for it on Audible 
and Amazon. The wonderful narration is done by Jan Kennedy.

http://www.bordersenses.com
http://www.bordersenses.com
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A Matter of Identity 
by Susan Tuttle 

A Matter of Identity: American Marina Weston, just turned 
20, is left orphaned and penniless in London, England. Saddled 
with her father’s debt and tainted by the stigma of his  suicide, 
Marina has only three options open to her in 1866: hire out for 
service; become a prostitute, or starve. 

! With the help of caring friends, Marina is offered a 
unique opportunity and begins to build a productive life. But fate 
intervenes when she runs afoul of some very powerful and 
unscrupulous men. Marina finds herself at their mercy, thrust 
unknowingly into a diabolical plot that will put her sanity, and 
her very life, at risk. 

Book Launches!

! She must find the strength to overcome the evil conspiracy, but when one’s very 
identity has been undermined, what is left to hold onto? Will Marina emerge with her sanity
—and her identity—intact, or will she end as a pawn in someone else’s game?

A Matter of Identity is available in print and Kindle from Amazon.com

Death in the Valley
by Susan Tuttle

! Three short stories that won awards in the Dead Bird 
Competition run by the San Joaquin Valley Chapter of Sisters 
in Crime (SinC), from best story from a first-time entrant to 
the Most Murderous Use of Water award. The first two 
stories, entered in the Central Valley Writer’s Workshop 
competition a year later, tied for first place. From a ringing 
telephone to a cooking competition to dehydrated bodies in 
the desert, these eerie Central Valley stories are sure to keep 
you awake at night.
! Death in the Valley is available in print and Kindle 
from Amazon.com.
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Congratulations to SLO NightWriters 
Lillian Brown and Judith Amber!

We are accepting story submissions now!
Find full Tolosa submission guidelines 

at www.slonightwriters.org

Submit your 500-600 word short fiction to 
Meagan at meaganfriberg@gmail.com

Pick up copies of SLO City News, Bay News and 
Coast News at local stores and kiosks.

Visit the Tolosa on-line archives to read other NW stories 
published in the CC Life section of Tolosa Press.

at www.tolosapressnews.com

Meagan Friberg

http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
http://www.tolosapressnews.com
http://www.tolosapressnews.com
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Hospitality Needs Your Help!
! Our Hospitality Committee is doing a fantastic job of making sure we have 
scrumptious goodies for every meeting. But Baxter Trautman and Brian Schwartz 
could use some help. If a few more NW members pitch in, then each committee 
member would be responsible for only one or two meetings a year!
! It’s a fun job. All it takes is some shopping for goodies the day before/day of 
the meeting, spreading the treats out on the table to entice attendees, and cleanup 
after the meeting ends. All money outlaid is reimbursed at the meeting.
! Contact our President if this sounds like something you’d like to help with. 
What better way to get what you’d like to snack on than being part of the committee?
! Dennis Eamon Young:  photodennis44@gmail.com

 Job Opportunity
Dignity Health is looking for a Communication Specialist to help support the 
Foundation mission. If interested in this writing challenge, please contact Jackie 
Schierenberg, Manager of Sourcing, Talent Acquision by making an appointment 
through: www.metime.so/JackieSchierenberg 

Be A NW Greeter!
! Help NW out by becoming a Meeting Greeter. If you attend our monthly 
meetings and can come a little early, we need you! We’d like to form a Greeters 
Committee of 3 to 4 writers who can help out each month.
! It’s a fun and easy job, simply making sure that attendees sign in, either as 
members or guests, and handing out the appropriate name tags. It also entails arriving 
around 4:45 to 5:00 pm, to sign in those who attend the Round Tables, and collecting the 
small fee from non-members who attend the Tables. And about a half hour after the general 
meeting starts, your duties are done!
 If we can get a dedicated group of 3 to 4 people who can take over this essential job, 
then you only need to be available 3 to 4 times a year for this assignment. It’s a great way to 
meet the writers who attend, make connections and network with your fellow writers.
 If you’re interested in this vital NW post, please contact our President, Dennis 
Eamon Young: photodennis44@gmail.com

mailto:lphillips715@gmail.com
mailto:lphillips715@gmail.com
http://www.metime.so/JackieSchierenberg
http://www.metime.so/JackieSchierenberg


NW  WORDSMITHS     JUNE 2016

Page  11

New Facebook Group
Dear NightWriters,

For those of you who would like to socialize and get to know each other better, 
but can't attend our monthly meetings, we have created a Facebook group. 

Facebook groups are dedicated spaces where you can share updates, photos or 
documents and message other group members. Just click on the link below and hit "join 
group" in the top right corner. Once our administrator approves your request, you are 
in!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1701340913423099/

Invite other NightWriters and get going. 
Swap ideas, encourage each other, share 
your events and so on. 

We hope that you will find a group 
of writing peers beneficial!

Sincerely, 
Joanne Feeney
SLONW Social Media Coordinator
joannef007@gmail.com 

“Why does one begin to write? Because she feels misunderstood, I guess. 
Because it never comes out clearly enough when she tries to speak. Because she 
wants to rephrase the world, to take it in and give it back again differently, so 
that everything is used and nothing is lost. Because it’s something to do to pass 
the time until she is old enough to experience the things she writes about.”  
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Nicole Krauss

http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=z9ZWYwfTMoPCKioDPN1HTbDKTRFgoijaEHUSyhznKxukG3dlw4TX5gQ1djLQ8SF1Xi1ytKyq1cq4UFKeTySwcUNfcRQFqcipAh9JpUJYjFg%3D
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=z9ZWYwfTMoPCKioDPN1HTbDKTRFgoijaEHUSyhznKxukG3dlw4TX5gQ1djLQ8SF1Xi1ytKyq1cq4UFKeTySwcUNfcRQFqcipAh9JpUJYjFg%3D
mailto:joannef007@gmail.com
mailto:joannef007@gmail.com
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Getting to Know NightWriter Members

Spotlight On...
If you’d like to be spotlighted, contact Mike at: 

drjakespa@sbcglobal.netby: Mike Price

Book & Author Series Free Event
! The SLO Library Foundation will hold a free event 
on Tuesday, June 21 from 7:00-8:30 pm at the SLO Library 
community room, 995 Palm Street in SLO. (Though this is a 
free event, there is a suggested donation to the Library 
Foundation of $10.00)
! Author George Cotkin will discuss his newly-
released work, Feast of Excess: A Cultural History of the 
New Sensibility. This inventive and jaunty narrative 
captures the excitement of liberation in American culture. 
The roots of this release, as Cotkin demonstrates, began in 
the 1950s, boomed in the 1960s, and became the cultural 
norm by the 1970s. Cotkin uses vignette profiles of prominent figures such as Allen 
Ginsberg, Andy Warhol, Anne Sexton, Bob Dylan, and Erica Jong to place them within the 
historical moment.
! Cotkin is Emeritus Professor of History at CalPoly. All who attend can enter the 
drawing for two tickets to the VIP meet and greet with author T.C. Boyle next year at the 
PAC.

NW Golden Quill Awards Contest 

! The Golden Quill Awards Contest is scheduled to begin in mid-summer. We 
have a fun contest planned, with a great theme, and three categories: Poetry, Short 
Fiction and Flash Fiction. Time to start thinking about your entry. Full details will 
follow in the Newsletter and via email. Watch for it!
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Paul was the first presenter of a LGBT workshop at the 
2015 Central Coast Writers Conference. The class was hailed as 
a fine accomplishment for his contribution and motivation.  

The Lillian Dean Inspiration Award is given by the 
Central Coast Writers Conference to a Central Coast author 
who has demonstrated achievement in his or her field of 
work, facilitated early writers to grow and flourish and is a 
mentor/peer to all who tap the keys. The award is named for 
the Cuesta College instructor who created the Central Coast 
Writers Conference 31 years ago and encouraged writers to 
improve their skills and ultimately publish. Past recipients 

Lillian Dean 2016 Inspiration Award
Recipient: Paul Alan Fahey

include Wendelin Van Draanen, Tom Wilmer, David Congalton and other distinguished 
writers. 

The award ceremony will be part of the Keynote at the Central Coast Writer’s 
Conference on Friday September 30, 2016 at the Cuesta Cultural and Performing Arts 
Center.

About Paul: Paul Alan Fahey writes for JMS Books, a small LGBT press in VA. He is 
the author of Lovers & Liars, an honorable mention in the 2014 Rainbow Awards, and the 
editor of the 2013 Rainbow Award-winning nonfiction anthology, The Other Man: 21 
Writers Speak Candidly About Sex, Love, Infidelity, & Moving On. His first LGBT novella, The 
View From 16 Podwale Street, won a 2012 Rainbow Award. Over the years, his writing has 
appeared in numerous online and print journals such as Byline, Vestal Review, Palo Alto 
Review, Long Story Short, African American Review, The MacGuffin, Thelma, Gertrude, 
Kaleidoscope, and in a variety of anthologies from Cup of Comfort and Somewhere in 
Crime to The Best of SLO NightWriters in the Tolosa Press 2009-2013. 

Central Coast Writers Conference
The 32nd Annual Writers Conference is schedule for September 29-October 1, 

2016. You can study with some of the best writing faculty anywhere; learn valuable 
writing techniques; gain insights; interact with authors, agents, marketing experts, 
and fellow writers; meet one-on-one with editors; return home energized and 
inspired. Early Bird registration ($199) ends July 31st at 5:00 pm Pacific time; after 
July 31st it goes up to $225. 



NW  WORDSMITHS     JUNE 2016

Page  14

A Writer’s Process
! Liz loves to talk about authors and their books and how they 
write them. If you’d like to be featured in Liz’s column, drop her a 
line: elizabethroderick@att.net. All she needs is a copy of your book, 
and your emailed answers to her questions.

by: Liz Roderick

The July NW Meeting
The July general meeting will be held at The Grange in San Luis Obispo, 

because the United Church of Christ will be hosting the homeless during July. 
We’ve found a great hall that will serve our members well for this meeting, 
and there’s a convenient parking lot to make it even easier.

The Grange is located at 2880 Broad Street in SLO. We’ll have a map and 
driving directions in next month’s newsletter, as well as in a couple of email 
blasts, so you can find it easily. It’s on Broad street, just a few blocks from 
Orcutt, going toward downtown.

We’ll be there with the Round Tables and a great speaker, so we hope all 
of you will join us at The Grange for our July meeting. (The June 14th meeting 
is at our regular meeting place.)

Friday Bootcamps offer: Writing for the Screen; Beginning Writing; Marketing; 
Nonfiction; and The Business of Writing. Saturday Tracks include: Beginner, Advanced, 
Master, Everyone, Special Techniques, Marketing, Nonfiction, Earning a Living, Novel 
Writing, Writing for TV, and Screenwriting. Workshops taught by such authors as Brenda 
Knight, Anne Perry, Peter Dunne, Mary Weber, Jonathan Mayberry, Jordan Rosenfeld, 
MIchael Stackpole, Tomber Hawkeye and many more.

The deadline for the writing contest (Short Fiction, Poetry, Flash Fiction, 
Screenwriting) is July 15. All entry fees are $20/piece, except Flash Fiction ($15.00/piece). 
Full details can be found on the website.

Sign up today for the best writing conference around. And it’s here in our own 
backyard. www.cuesta.edu/communityprograms/writers-conference/index.html  

mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
http://www.cuesta.edu/communityprograms/writers-conference/index.html
http://www.cuesta.edu/communityprograms/writers-conference/index.html
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Critique Group Requests
Holly Thibodeaux works in fiction, non-fiction, screenwriting, memoir and experimental fiction. She 
is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange with writers in a more structured environment with 
accountability to boost productivity. Intermediate level preferred; no location restrictions. She would 
also like to find others interested in exploring the philosophy of writing and the psychology of 
storytelling. Contact her at:

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique group, or 1:1 
electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City location. Contact Katie 
at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com.

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or VARIED 
GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is SLO City area.
Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  
Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 
ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  
Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com

“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Janice Konstantinidis (jkon50@gmail.com)  We’ll 
print your specific request in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 
members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find a match for 
your needs, make contacts, or to start a new group or critique partnership. Contact Janice for 
assistance if needed and she’ll get you to the right people. And, if you form a group, please let Janice 
know so she can list it on the website. She can also forward your group’s information to the 
newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at www.slonightwriters.org.
" ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive to 
facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing affiliations. 
While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we hope they 
lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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Critique Group Connections, Continued

Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.
Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.
Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.
Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.
Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  
Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 
FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  
Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

Steve Bowder is seeking a critique group that concentrates on true stories embellished to make them 
interesting, but that stay true to the facts that are known.
Contact Steve at: sbowder@live.com

 

mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:sbowder@live.com
mailto:sbowder@live.com
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SLO NW e✑Line Edit Exchange
! Can’t find a critique group? Don’t have time for meetings? Have specific needs 
for feedback on your work? Our Electronic Peer Review Line Edit Exchange is perfect 
for out-of-town members, or those with restricted time schedules. 
! All E-Exchange Partners are SLO NW members.

• Exchange views with other writers 
• No fees charged, no credit expected or required.
• Participants contact each other, set their own rules and time frames.
• Use your own style of editing/commenting.
• If you don’t find value in the feedback, try someone else on the list.  

" To be added, contact Sharyl Heber (sheber@charter.net) with: Your Name, Email, 
Genre (if you desire a specific one), Skill Level (if you require a specific level). She will add 
you to the list. Then you can reach out on a one-to-one basis and find the right writing partner 
for you.

Word of the Month
“Condign”

Definition: (Adj, L. com + dignus, worthy) 
well-deserved, fitting, adequate; used 
especially of punishment.

Synonyms: deserved, merited, proper, just, 
appropriate, suitable

Usage: Given the nature of the crime, making 
the boys repaint that huge building was seen 
more as condign coreection than arbitrary 
maltreatment.

Quote 
of the Month

! “Writing is my way of 
expressing—and thereby eliminating—
all the various ways we can be wrong-
headed.”
! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ~Zadie Smith
!   

  "Why one writes is a question I can easily answer, having so often asked it of 
myself. I believe one writes because one has to create a world in which one can live. I 
could not live in any of the worlds offered to me—the world of my parents, the world of 
war, the world of politics. I had to create a world of my own, lie a climate, a country, an 
atmosphere in which I could breathe, reign, and recreate myself when destroyed by 
living. That, I believe, is the reason for every work of art."
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Anais Nin

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
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Writer Bee: The Buzz on the Writing Life    

! Will return in September. Stay tuned!
by Leanne Phillips

Making the Most of 
Your SLO NightWriters 

Membership

On the Light Side

! The past, the present and the future walked into a bar.
! Things got tense.

! You can’t run through a campground. You can only ran.
! Because it’s past tents.

! ! ! ! ! ! ~contributed by Aaron Kondziela
! ! ! ! ! ! !        graphic cover designer

! “People on the outside think there’s something magical about 
writing, that you go up in the attic at midnight and cast the bones and 
come down in the morning with a story, but it isn’t like that. You sit in 
back of the typewriter and you work, and that’s all there is to it.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Harlan Ellison
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Social Media Coordinator
Introducing Joanne Feeney, our new Social Media 

Coordinator and Board member. She is now the administrator of 
our Facebook page, Facebook group, Twitter and LinkedIn 
accounts. Members, please share any good news or accolades, and 
information of interest to the writing industry with Joanne by email 
at JoanneF007@gmail.com. Joanne is a non-fiction health and 
wellness writer, focusing on weight loss and weight maintenance.

Murder in a Safe 
Haven
by Sue McGinty

! California Central Coast obituary writer Bella Kowalski, a 
former nun, arrives at the Detroit Airport for a quick stay. She’s here to 
put her late mother’s home up for sale and collect important papers 
from her husband’s safe deposit box. The couple hope the documents 
will remove any suspicion the former DPD detective was linked to the 
Mafia. When the second person in a month from Mike’s past is 

murdered—this time in front of Bella—she must rethink her plans and the future of her 
marriage. 
! Several frightening incidents at her family home force Bella to flee to the convent 
where she took long-ago vows, and she renews a friendship with her former Mother 
Superior. But even Sister Monica can’t protect Bella from forces determined to destroy her. 
! She is severely injured and witnesses yet another killing in a place meant to be a 
safe haven. Isolated and vulnerable, left with only fragments of memory, she is terrorized 
by a strange white-haired woman who carries a raven—a sign of imminent death—on her 
shoulder. Another person from Mike’s questionable past? If so, there can be only one 
reason she is stalking Bella. 
! The dénouement  of Murder in a Safe Haven takes place in a tunnel, a stop on the 
Underground Railway, used to transport slaves to Canada and freedom during the Civil 
War. Murder in a Safe Haven is available in print and Kindle from Amazon.com.

mailto:JoanneF007@gmail.com
mailto:JoanneF007@gmail.com
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Book Signing Event
! NW members Susan Tuttle and Tony Piazza joined 8 other Sisters in Crime from 
the Central Coast Chapter for a book signing event at the Zaca Mesa Winery on Sunday, 
May 29. The weather was perfect, the music inspiring and even though sales were slow, 
it was a fun day chatting about writing and books.

Your NW Board, hard at work: (L-R) Meagan Friberg (Tolosa 
Submissions), Susan Tuttle (Treasury, Newsletter), Carol Schmidt 
(Secretary), Janice Konstantinidis (Programs, Website), Joanne Feeney 
(Social Media). (Photo taken by our President and resident 
photographer, Dennis Eamon Young)
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Review of May Meeting

Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold critiqued three two-page 
pieces at Round Table One.

One of the entries had a slang word from the ‘60’s that very few 
of us
knew.  Terry told us that he relies on an online slang dictionary for 
choosing words popular in the era of his story.
! I learned so much from exploring this website, including:

! ! money! ! drunk!! ! fool
1910! ! scratch ! ! blotto !! ! goof
1920! ! Jack ! ! ! corked ! ! bozo
1930 ! ! buck ! ! ! punch-drunk ! lame-brain
1940 ! ! moolah ! ! soused ! ! fat-head
1950 ! ! loot ! ! ! pickled ! ! turkey
1960 ! ! bread !! ! high ! ! ! dipstick
1970 ! ! cha-ching ! ! wasted ! ! yutz
1980 ! ! paper !! ! loopy !! ! airhead
1990 ! ! bones !! ! bent ! ! ! crackhead
2000 ! ! mail ! ! ! tore-up ! ! asshat
2010 ! ! change ! ! trashed ! ! tool
(http://www.alphadictionary.com/slang/B.html)

Mark mentioned that one of the pieces critiqued was a great example of 
interweaving multi-strand plotlines, in which the writer jumps between storylines at the 
height of the action to keep the reader constantly engaged.

To create multiple-strand plotlines:

1. Analyze your story to determine how you can create separate storylines 
with different characters. 

2. Develop different aspects of your main story. Example, if you're writing 
about the loss of a loved one, tell the same kind of story from different 
family members’ perspective. 

3. Detail each of the seven steps of classical story structure with each 
plotline: premise, problem, desire, opponent, plan, battle, self-revelation, 
new equilibrium.

By Jan Alarcon

http://www.alphadictionary.com/slang/B.html
http://www.alphadictionary.com/slang/B.html
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4. Weave the separate storylines into one 
single story, with jump cuts between each 
storyline. 

5. Emphasize one story or one character over 
the others.

6. Make sure the separate storylines affect one 
another. 

7. At the end of the story, bring everything 
together. End each plotline one at a time or 
all at once. 

(Mark O’Bannon: Multi-Strand Plotlines http://
www.betterstorytelling.net/)

Latino writer Nicholas Belardes spoke at our general 
meeting. He encouraged us to say the unsayable in our fiction: 
write about gritty social topics that others are afraid to 
address.
! Nicholas’ talk got me thinking of great social novels, 
fiction that address a social problem, that I have loved:
! Autism: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time, Mark Haddon
! Bullying:  Thirteen Reasons Why, Jay Asher
! Colonialism: Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe 

http://www.betterstorytelling.net/
http://www.betterstorytelling.net/
http://www.betterstorytelling.net/
http://www.betterstorytelling.net/
http://www.readysteadybook.com/BookReview.aspx?isbn=0141186887
http://www.readysteadybook.com/BookReview.aspx?isbn=0141186887
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! Factories: The Jungle, Upton Sinclair
! Farm Workers: The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck. 
! Prejudice: To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee
! Slavery: Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Harriett Beecher Stowe
! Technology: Brave New World, Aldous Huxley

Beloved Atascadero poet Jane Elsdon passed away on April 2, 2016, surrounded by 
her loved ones. Jane had published over 250 poems, short stories and non-fiction pieces. 
She was a California Poet in the Schools and a San Luis Obispo Poet Laureate. Jane loved 
teaching people the joy and wonder of poetry. She called it "the great healer." Jane founded 
three SLO county writing groups that are still sharing written works today. 

I leave you with Jane’s exquisite poetry:

You are the stuff of your choices/ you eat them/ wear them/ drive them/ live them/ are 
empowered or defeated by them.

With the chisel and hammer of our choices we re-sculpt the world.

Until next month,
Jan Alarcon

http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Uncle-Tom-s-Cabin-Historic-Site/Home.aspx
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/Uncle-Tom-s-Cabin-Historic-Site/Home.aspx
http://www.huxley.net/bnw/index.html
http://www.huxley.net/bnw/index.html
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! Long-time member Claire P. Gordon passed away this 
last week. She was a Los Angeles transplant who moved to 
the Central Coast eleven years ago. Claire was an active 
member of the South County Critique Group.
! In her lifetime, Claire had been a real estate broker, an 
advertising executive, antique importer/retailer, and a jazz 
historian. She was Duke Ellington’s secretary. Her song-
writer husband wrote the song “Unforgettable” for her. Her 

books include The Autobiography of Rex Stewart: Boy Meets Horn, The Autobiography of 
Marshal Royal, Jazz Survivor, My Unforgettable Jazz Friends, and the novel, The Color of 
Music. At the time of her death she was immersed in a historical portrayal of Luis 
de Torres, who sailed with Columbus and was the first man to step foot in the new 
world.
! Claire was truly “Unforgettable” to those of us privileged to know her. She 
will be sorely missed in the NW writing community.

In Memoriam: Claire P. Gordon
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What Do You Write?
! !

A Brief Look at the Evolution of Genre 
in English Literature

Part IV

! The Man Who Made the Novel"

To end our look at the evolution of the novel as a fictional genre, I thought 
Samuel Richardson would be of interest. 

Loving and loathing Samuel Richardson.

BY ADELLE WALDMAN

It’s hard to imagine a more unlikely novelist than Samuel Richardson. The son of a carpenter, 
he attended school only intermittently until he was seventeen, when his formal education ended and 
he was apprenticed to a printer. He didn’t publish his first novel until after he turned fifty. The 
undertaking was almost accidental. He had become the proprietor of a printing press when, in 1739, 
two London booksellers asked him to put together a “letter-writer,” an etiquette manual consisting of 
letters that “country readers” might use as models for their own correspondence.

Richardson quickly expanded the project’s scope. A diligent worker who had risen from 
tradesman to middle-class property owner, he longed to impart what he had learned. He wanted, he 
wrote in the book’s introduction, to teach readers not only how to write elegant letters but “how to 
think and act justly and prudently in the common concerns of life.” Recollecting a true story he’d 
heard years earlier, he composed several letters to and from a pious servant girl whose boss was 
making lewd advances, in order to warn young women of “snares that might be laid against their 
virtue.”

In the fall of 1739, Richardson began to absent himself from his wife in the evenings, after 
work at the printing press. Instead of proceeding as planned on the “letter-writer,” he was quietly 
adding to the stock of letters by the servant girl, bringing her story to a happy conclusion. It took him 
just two months to produce “Pamela,” a book many consider the first modern English novel.

Not that Richardson made this claim. He associated novels with improbable romances, or 
mere entertainments; “Pamela” was intended to be instructive. But a novel it was. More than the 
adventure stories of Daniel Defoe or Jonathan Swift, “Pamela” was concerned with the representation 
of interior life. It is also organized around a single, unified plot, which distinguished it from Defoe’s 
more episodic “Moll Flanders” (1722), a pseudo-memoir that recounts its protagonist’s varied and 
largely illicit pursuits, from her inauspicious beginnings through her late years in the colonies. 
Flanders’s story is told from the complacent perspective of a woman who has achieved wealth and 

Janice Konstantinidis

http://www.newyorker.com/contributors/adelle-waldman
http://www.newyorker.com/contributors/adelle-waldman
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security, and generally adopts the matter-of-fact tone of a case history. Pamela’s letters, in contrast, 
are lively and conversational, their language a reflection of both her native cleverness and her 
inexperience. Richardson was fond of saying that his characters’ letters are written “to the moment”; 
that is, as the characters experience the events they describe. This lends “Pamela” a palpable sense of 
immediacy... 

The novel was so popular that “Pamela”-inspired merchandise, from teacups to fans, quickly 
sprang up, as did spurious sequels, a theatrical version, and even a comic opera. The book also drew 
praise for its edifying story line. (“Virtue Rewarded” is its apt subtitle.) Alexander Pope gave it a jolt 
of publicity when he said that it would “do more good than many volumes of sermons,” a quote that 
may have been solicited by Richardson’s brother-in-law, a bookseller.

Not everyone was won over by the self-taught moralist. A number of “Pamela” parodies also 
appeared, including two by a not yet famous Henry Fielding, then a thirty-four-year-old failed 
playwright studying to be a lawyer. Fielding, whose Tom Jones would gain renown for his cheerful 
sexual exploits, found Richardson’s platitudinous Sunday-school morality unbearable. He launched 
his own novel-writing career with the spoofs “Shamela,” in which the virginal young maid is recast 
as a slatternly schemer who manipulates Squire Booby into marrying her, and “Joseph Andrews,” 
which purported to be about Pamela’s brother. Strapping young Joseph’s impassioned speeches 
about his virtue, though nearly identical in substance to Pamela’s, read rather more comically 
coming from a man’s mouth.

Fielding articulated a squeamishness about Richardson that outlasted either man’s lifetime. 
Though Richardson went on to write two more novels—including the masterly “Clarissa”—he has 
long inspired an unusually intense mix of appreciation and irritation. “So oozy, hypocritical, praise-
mad, canting, envious, concupiscent,” Samuel Coleridge described him in his notebooks. It pained 
Coleridge to admit that he nonetheless admired the man “very greatly.” A self-satisfied bourgeois, 
with a scold’s horror of impropriety, Richardson certainly confounds the image of the writer as 
tortured artist. The bigger problem is that these qualities bleed into his work. His self-serious 
moralizing and the ostentatiousness of his characters’ rectitude make Richardson difficult to 

embrace. Yet, unlike the more urbane and congenial Fielding, 
Richardson has a knack for psychological realism and an ability to craft 
characters whose clamorous inner lives continue, almost three centuries 
later, to feel real to us. He possesses a sometimes dizzying rhetorical 
intelligence—his characters argue with the agility of top litigators—and 
seemingly boundless imaginative sympathy: the figures who populate 
the most winning of eighteenth-century picaresques are cardboard 
cutouts compared with Richardson’s principals.

Even “Pamela,” prudish and didactic as it is, feels far less 
limited or quaint than we might expect. The story is robust enough that 
readers needn’t accept Pamela’s belief that she’ll be “ruined” if she has 
sex (consensual or otherwise) in order to sympathize with her situation; 
it’s enough that she doesn’t want sex on the terms offered. It helps, too, 
that her narration is engaging and tartly comic. If Mr. B, her employer, 
had his way, she writes to her parents, he “would, keep me till I was 
undone, and till his mind changed; for even wicked men, I have read, 
soon grow weary of wickedness with the same person.” Meanwhile, Mr. 
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B—“the finest young gentleman in five counties”—assumed that what he wanted from Pamela 
would not be so very unwelcome, especially since, like any decent “gentleman of pleasure,” he was 
prepared to reward her for her favors. He is baffled by her reaction to his overtures—somewhat 
understandably, given that Pamela says things like “How happy am I, to be turned out of door, with 
that sweet companion my innocence!” (In spite of being on Pamela’s side, we can’t help feeling some 
sympathy with Mr. B when he calls her a “romantic idiot.”) Even as his actions become increasingly 
desperate, he has a coherent rationale for his behavior. He thinks Pamela is overreacting. “I am sure 
you . . . frightened me, by your hideous squalling, as much as I could frighten you,” he says after he 
tries to kiss her.

Richardson’s wit and ability to conceive characters who feel “natural”—as he rather 
immodestly put it in the book’s original introduction—enable the novel to outpace his own didactic 
intentions, to become something far more lifelike and original than a morality tale. But “Pamela” is, 
at bottom, a Cinderella story, and so Mr. B eventually proposes marriage to his former maid. Pamela 
is transported with joy that he is willing to “stoop” so low, but what’s good for the character is less 
good for the reader. With a story to tell, Richardson the writer of instructional material was 
distracted, but when the conflict is resolved, about halfway through, we enter a narrative dead zone 
in which the author’s more irksome qualities come to the fore. Mr. B becomes a mouthpiece through 
which Richardson delivers life lessons (for example, that a woman ought not grow “careless in her 
dress” after marriage.) Lest we forget that Pamela’s happiness is due to her exemplary virtue, we 
watch as she is embraced, one after another, by all the neighboring gentry as “an ornament to our 
sex,” “a worthy pattern for all the young ladies in the county,” “the flower of their neighborhood,” 
etc.—a tedious procession of praise that starts to undermine the good will we felt for Pamela when 
her circumstances were less prosperous. The novel closes with a last word from our zealous author, 
who briefly tears off his epistolary robes to list the various moral teachings the book contains, in case 
we somehow missed them.

“Samuel Richardson and the Art of Letter Writing” (Cambridge), a new book by Louise 
Curran, who teaches at Oxford, looks for fresh insight into this perplexing author and his milieu by 
scouring his correspondence. The premise is an intriguing one. As the English canon’s best-known 
writer of epistolary novels, Richardson would seem likely to be a noteworthy letter writer in private 
life.

It turns out he isn’t. An 1804 piece in the Edinburgh Review that assessed the first published 
edition of Richardson’s letters had it that “they consist almost entirely of compliments and minute 
criticisms on his novels, a detail of his ailments and domestic concerns . . . the whole so loaded with 
gross and reciprocal flattery, as to be ridiculous at the outset, and disgusting in the repetition.” Little 
unearthed in Curran’s sober, academic study contradicts this characterization. Skeptics of literary 
biography have long held that everything worth knowing about a novelist is evident in the work 
itself. Richardson’s correspondence constitutes strong supporting evidence for this proposition.

If, for example, Richardson’s aim in “Pamela,” with the surfeit of overblown compliments 
bestowed on her, was to guarantee that readers knew exactly what they were supposed to think of 
his heroine, he also sought by the same method to ensure that readers thought highly of the work 
itself. For the second edition of “Pamela,” as Curran notes, he took the unusual step of including as 
an introduction twenty-four pages of fawning letters he received about the book. “There was never 
Sublimity so lastingly felt, as in PAMELA,” reads one, by Richardson’s friend Aaron Hill (one of five 
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Give Advice and Get Published!
" Do you have some tips, or have you learned a strategy that could help those just starting out 
on their writing career? Send in 300-400 words to the Great Beginnings column and you can be a 
contributor to both the WordSmiths Newsletter and your fellow writers. It’s a great way to help 
others hone their skills, and a great publishing kudo for your resume. Time to put that thinking cap 
on and then write: What advice would you give a beginning writer? Send to: 
aim2write@yahoo.com, with NW Newsletter in the subject line.

from Hill that were included). Not surprisingly, these “greasy compliments,” as one clergyman 
described them, didn’t go over well with everyone. Fielding took a potshot by beginning “Shamela” 
with several made-up letters composed in much the same style: “How happy would it be for 
Mankind, if all other Books were burnt, that we might do nothing but read thee all Day, and dream of 
thee all Night.”

Richardson’s life might be divided into two phases: before “Pamela” and after. About the 
former period, relatively little is known—he appears to have destroyed most of his letters from these 
days. After “Pamela,” the once obscure businessman became conscious of himself as a public figure. 
He cultivated epistolary relationships with a coterie of admirers, many of whom were women—
several, he bragged to a friend, were women “of Condition”—and he began to preserve his 
correspondence with an eye to future publication. Over the years, this deferential circle of 
correspondents became his most important sounding board. (After his death, Samuel Johnson 
quipped that Richardson “died merely for want of change among his flatterers.”) When Aaron Hill, 
the author of those glowing letters about “Pamela,” delicately suggested ways to shorten “Clarissa,” 
Richardson responded first defensively and then with what appears to have been aggrieved silence; 
his favored correspondents presumably learned over time not to repeat Hill’s error. Richardson’s 
letters, like his heavily internal novels, rarely engaged with events in the outside world or even with 
books aside from his own. He claimed not to have read “Tom Jones,” although in deriding its “bad 
Tendency” to members of his set he demonstrated a suspiciously detailed knowledge of its contents.

It’s surprising enough that this touchy, straitlaced, and rather narrow man wrote a novel like 
“Pamela,” in which he deftly inhabited the turbulent emotional life of a teen-age girl. Even more 
surprising is the fact that he went on to write “Clarissa.” “Pamela” is, for the first half, a crisp, shrewd 
delight of a romantic comedy. But “Clarissa” is of a different order. Johnson called it “the first book in 
the world for the knowledge it displays of the human heart.” Even Fielding admired it.

Next month: A look at how Richardson’s “Clarissa” solidified the novel’s format

Janice Konstantinidis
Bachelor of Arts.
Bachelor of Letters  - English Literature (Litt B.)
Graduate Diploma in Education.

Comments, thoughts, ideas…jkon50@gmail.com

mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
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! This month’s information comes courtesy of Anne R. Allen’s famous blog 
(www.annerallen.com). If you’re not following this blog, you’re doing yourself a disservice as 
a writer. This blog tells about the first 7 Social Media Scams that writers need to be aware of.
1. Friend requests on Facebook from people you know, but which are really coming from 

scammers who have spoofed the real person’s page. Telltale signs of a spoofed page: blank 
except for a header and a headshot, and usually says, “Xx only shares posts with friends.”

2. Friend Requests from Fake Profiles: They usually have two first names (Bob John) or 
reversed names (McGregor Fred) or foreign-sounding names. There may be a picture in 
uniform, before the American flag, etc. He may claim to be a high ranking military officer, 
or a CEO. If you accept, he’ll start sending Direct Messages asking for money or personal 
information. Don’t accept friend requests unless you have a few mutual friends or they 
look like readers. If there’s no mention of books or reading on their page, forget about it.

3. Social Media Romeos: If you’re female and befriend the “officer,” he’ll start sending 
messages about how lovely you are, how he’s smitten by your beauty, etc. It’s the butter-up 
stage before asking for money. Saying you’re married only makes them get steamier. 
Delete, report and block these guys.

4. Extortion via Direct Messages: Most of the fraudsters on social media are male, but 
sometimes a woman sneaks through. Male or female, they will claim a “kinsman” is being 
held hostage and you need to pay ransom. Or someone related to you has lost their ID and 
money and can’t get home from a 3rd world country. Immediately block any requests for 
money and report the abuse.

5. Abused Animal Photos: They send horrible photos of animals being abused, and ask you to 
“share if you care about animals.” But that lures you onto a paid animal abuse site, or they 
install malware if you click the links. Never click a photo or video showing morbid images 
of animals (or humans) being abused. Block and report.

6. Share on Social Media and the Zillionaire will give big bucks to charity: Yes, that old 
chestnut is still making the rounds on social media. It’s chain-letter time; what to do? Break 
the chain. Zillionaires don’t need our help to spend their money.

7. The “I have too many Friends” Post: The ones that say, “If you don’t respond and share, 
I’m weeding you out.” If someone hasn’t commented lately, it’s probably because you may 
have been eliminated from their feed by Facebook’s algorithms—because you didn’t post 
on their site enough. If you get this, don’t get all offended; simply block the message. Do 
not comment or share.

! Anne will share even more next week on her blog. Sign up for it today!

GREAT BEGINNINGS
...Information for Beginning Writers (and everyone else too)

7 Social Media Scams         
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK! 
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Dennis Eamon Young 
Vice-President:  Open
Secretary: Carol Schmidt
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle 
Program Director: Janice Konstantinidis
Contest Committee Chair: Open
Membership Director: Open
Critique Group Coordinator: Open
Social Media/Publicity Coordinator: Joanne 
Feeney
Tolosa Press Submissions: Meagan Friberg
Welcome Committee: Open
Sunshine Chair: Kalila Volkov 
Website Master: Janice Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Steve Derks
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle, Elizabeth Roderick
Art Director: Dennis Eamon Young 
Assistant Secretary: Janice Konstantinidis
Board Assistants: Rebecca Waddell
NW Historian: Open
Hospitality: (Coordinator: Open) Baxter 
! Trautman, Brian Schwartz

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

      Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org  and pay with credit card.

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings: the second Tuesday of 
every month, year round. We encourage interested visitors 
to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission free; refreshments served.
    Next Meeting: June 14th, at United Church of Christ, 
11245 Los Osos Valley Road, San Luis Obispo 93405. 
General meeting begins at 6:30 pm. Round Table 
presentations start at 5:15 pm.
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org

http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
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      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact our webmaster and the 
newsletter editor at slonightwriter@yahoo.com to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW 
Newsletter and on the NW Web site. 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com  with your critique needs and 
genres and we’ll do our best to assist you. 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP
Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet 
can join. Any poet can benefit from input of a 
group, regardless of experience. Call and 
together we can set time and place to meet. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact: " Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
" " irenekooi@gmail.com 

PISMO SATURDAY GROUP
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 
and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 
memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
group meetings. 1500 word limit on 
submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 
location.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:"" " Tom Snow
" " " " coinerbop@gmail.com

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

MEMOIR AND NON-FICTON 
Judith Bernstein is looking for writers 
interested in creative non-fiction, articles, op-ed 
pieces and memoir. Focus is on being 
published. Skill level intermediate to advanced. 
Time and place to be determined. If interested, 
contact the moderator for more information.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact:" " Judith Bernstein
" " " ryewit@live.com
" " " 805-904-6365
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to publish, 
we’ll help you with ideas to improve your 
writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on the 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 
wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:" " Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
" " " " Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

NORTH COUNTY RACONTEURS
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month in 
Paso Robles; the first meeting is in the evening 
from 6:00-8:30 pm, the second in the afternoon 
from 12:00 noon-2:30 pm. We prefer experienced 
fiction writers, short stories, novellas and novels 
for adult and YA. Only genre exceptions are 
nonfiction, memoir and poetry. We were created 
to help writers become better writers, so we 
don’t expect final polished manuscripts, as those 
should be sent to an editor, agent or publisher, 
not to a critique group. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO 2 NEW MEMBERS.

Contact:"        Mikki Sadil
" "        mikkisadilauthor@gmail.com 

SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This group 
thrives on variety, writing short stories, articles, 
poetry and novels, all genres from fiction to 
biography and memoirs. Members exchange 
work by email at least one week before the 
meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques 

aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing 
strengths in everything from plot and character 
development to grammar and proper 
manuscript preparation. Intermediate to to 
advanced writers are welcome.  We meet in a 
casual and fun atmosphere and are serious 
about fully developing each member’s writing 
talent, whether for publication or self-
satisfaction. Visitors are always welcome.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 

Moderator:" " Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           " j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP I 
(Wed. a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in 5 Cities 
area from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 
traditional NightWriter critique group. Work is 
produced in each session, then analyzed 
according to the objective of the day’s goal. 
Based on writing exercises designed to jump-
start the creative process (based on the lessons 
and exercises in the Write It Right Series), these 
sessions take writers through the process of 
writing fiction from inception of idea to the final 
resolution. This group is for all writers who 
want to learn the process of crafting a well-told 
story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 
story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc.  There is a 
small monthly fee involved for this class to 
cover materials.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS.

Contact:" " Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
" " " aim2write@yahoo.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

NORTH COUNTY CRITIQUE GROUP
Meets twice a month on Thursday from 
1:30-4:00 pm at the Atascadero Library. the 
group includes intermediate and advanced level 
writers of fiction and non-fiction, both published 
and unpublished. Our critique process is upbeat 
and constructive. We send around pieces in 
advance, and read aloud at sessions. Potential 
new members are encouraged to visit to see if 
we are a mutual fit. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO A COUPLE OF NEW 
MEMBERS
Moderators:" " Lillian Brown, 215-6107
" " " lilliofslo@aol.com
" " " Mike Perry, 466-8311
" " " dmperry1012@att.net"

THE THURSDAY GROUP 

This group meets at 9:00 am every other  
Thursday at The Coffee Bean in Pismo Beach. 
Anyone interested in joining them can email the 
moderator for full details.
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS, but visitors are always welcome. 
Contact the moderator for details.
Moderator:" " Mark Ruszczyzky
" " " zsur@aol.com
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PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP
New group began Meeting on May 1. All levels 
and genres: short stories, novels, poetry, 
memoir. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
each meeting; 1,500 word limit on submissions. 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
9:00-11:00 am in Pismo Beach. 
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome. Contact 
moderator for location.
Moderator" " Tom Snow
" " " coinerbop@gmail.com

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP II 
(Wed. p.m. Group)

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction, a 
writing instruction class that meets weekly and 
takes about a year to complete. See full 
description under Wed. a.m. Group. Meets from 
3:00-5:00 pm in Los Osos. Current members are 
presently getting their work published after only 
six months or so. CURRENTLY OPEN TO ONE 
OR TWO NEW MEMBERS

Contact:" Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
" " aim2write@yahoo.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit
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LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. Charlie 
Perryess and Anne Allen share hosting 
responsibilities, running a tight ship so that 
everyone can read. No cross talk permitted. At 
the beginning and at our break we socialize. 
We’re all serious but fun-loving. Presently the 
writing covers several genres: YA novels; short 
stories; short stories woven into a novel; 
fantasy; humorous mystery novel; political 
satire novel; and personal essays. We write just 
about everything except poetry.   CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS but 
guests are welcome.  It may happen that space 
could be made for a compatible writer. 
Moderators:"        Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
" "        Anne Allen, 528-1006

LONG STORY SHORT
Flash Fiction/Nonfiction only meets the 2nd & 
4th Fridays every month, from 10 am to 12 
noon in Arroyo Grande.  Bring paper and 
pencil, or your laptop if you are so inclined—
flash pieces, 1000 word strict maximum.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS – call or email Diane to be placed 
on a waiting list.
Moderator:" Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
" " mdcomposes@yahoo.com
 
NOVEL IDEA

Meets twice monthly on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays in San Luis Obispo, dealing with 
book-length works. The group is fully 
committed to helping one another craft 
material in the chosen genres with helpful 
critiques and encouragement. Marketing 

techniques are part of the on-going exchange. 
We are currently full but welcome one-time 
guests to observe how our group functions in 
the hope of encouraging establishment of new 
groups. CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO 
NEW MEMBERS

Moderator:"" Barbara Wolcott, 543-5240       
                                        

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am to 
noon in San Luis. Members bring original work 
to each session and read aloud to the group. The 
group provides constructive suggestions for 
improving the writing and the structure of the 
stories. Prose forms of literature–short stories, 
novels, memoirs, essays, newspaper and 
magazine articles, travel–are this group’s forte. 
It welcomes writers who are serious about 
producing work for publication. Those 
interested in attending or who need more 
information should telephone.   CURRENTLY 
FULL — NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderators:" Terry Sanville, 541-0492 
                    "" Gloria Pautz,   543-2049
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