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Our Oct. 11th Meeting
 Hollywood Techniques and How 

They Can Help Your Writing. 
With Tony Piazza

You know that books can be turned into movies, 
but did you know that the reverse can be true—that  
techniques utilized to make classic films can be 
effectively applied to your writing?

Join us on October 11 as Tony Piazza gives us the 
scoop on how to use movie script techniques to add a 
touch of realism and pizzaz to your narratives. 

Tony knows what he speaks about. He’s a 
mystery writer, film historian, and veteran storyteller 
renowned for his passion for writing and movies. A 
former actor and stand-in for movies and television, 
Piazza has appeared in such notable films as Magnum 
Force and The Streets of San Francisco. From Clint 
Eastwood to Steve McQueen, Piazza’s stories read like a 
who’s who of Hollywood. 

Tony is also a member of Sisters in Crime, 
Mystery Writers of America and SLO NightWriters. He is 
the author of four mystery novels and a non-fiction 
work. Murder is Such Sweet Revenge is his latest novel, 
and a new Tom Logan short story, “Death Wears a 
Mask” appears in volume 2 of the newly-released 
anthology, Deadlines: Murder & Mayhem on the 
California Coast.

Join us on October 11 at 6:60 pm for a truly 
fascinating and memorable evening!
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NightWriters “Round Tables”
Join Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold at the Critique Table as they give feedback on 

pieces brought to the table. Please keep your submission to 2 pages, typed, 12-point font, 
double spaced. Note at the top what the genre is, and the age of your audience.

This is a great—and safe—way to see what the critiquing process is all about, get 
valuable feedback from two fantastic writers, and practice reading your work to a small 
audience. 

More and more writers are coming to the Critique Table. If you want to make sure 
your piece is read, arrive before the start time to get your name on the list. The Critique 
Round Table starts at 5:15 pm sharp.
! The Instruction Round Table will not take place this month, the October meeting. 
Susan is out of town, harassing both her son and his business partner (he’s 6 days older than 
Aaron) for having the nerve to turn 40! She will return for the November meeting with an 
Instruction Table that will focus on creating that all-important conflict/tension in stories that 
keep readers turning pages.
" Critique Round Table begins at 5:15 pm, free to NW members, $5.00 for visitors.

Fellow Writers!
" Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?
" Getting married or having a baby?
" Suffering from the loss of a loved one?
Email me at jandkvolkov@att.net and I’ll send them a 
card from their SLO NightWriters family.
        Kalila

" “Self-knowledge is essential not only to writing, but to doing almost 
anything really well. It allows you to work through from a deep place—from 
the deep, dark corners of your subconscious mind.”
" " " " " " " " " ~Meg Rosoff

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
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Dennis Eamon Young

President’s Message: 
Reach For The Stars

"  When I was struggling to become a professional 
photographer, I met my second mentor. Alberto Rizzo was one of the 
top professional fashion photographers of the 1960’s. As we sat 
talking one night, he asked me, “So what do you want to be in 
photography? What’s your goal?” I answered that I wanted to join 
that exclusive club of published New York photographers. He waved 

his hands in the air and said, “That’s bull. No good. You need to aim at number one. You 
might have enough talent to be one, or ten, or two hundred, but you will never find out if 
you don’t aim as high as you can to begin with.” 

Alberto was one of those rare individuals, a true genius. A large part of my after 
photo school training was due to W. Eugene Smith (Photojournalism) and Alberto 
(Fashion). They were both perfectionists, always dedicated to going well beyond doing 
anything that was only ‘good’. I have spent a lifetime living up to the path they laid out for 
me, as best I could. It’s not easy to tread in the footsteps of giants, but it beats stumbling 
around in the dark!

“Aim at number one.” That sounds great, but whether it is photography, writing, 
artwork, singing, or any other pursuit, you must figure out what the particular components 
of such a lofty attitude must entail, in general and then in particular. You alone can decide 
what genre calls to you the most. What draws you to read more than anything else? What 
type of characters do you most identify with or wish you were? Do you see yourself as the 
lofty artist, meant only to write literary fiction, or the down and dirty street brawling 
detective type? Perhaps you are a sexy vampire.

Jonathan Maberry stopped by the SLO NightWriters table during the Central Coast 
Writer’s Conference and we had a nice casual chat. He described how much energy goes 
into his writing and editing, although once achieving a certain level, it gets a bit less hectic. 
He has been able to take a breath here and there. His class on writing fight scenes was a 
real hoot. You can feel the enjoyment he gets from his craft. Once you know his 
background, it’s easier to see where some of his writing comes from.

Anne Perry is working on her ninety-something novel. She and Victoria Zackheim 
spoke at a recent NightWriters meeting and she stressed the importance of growing and 
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learning along with your characters. She takes nothing for granted. You can see and feel 
her drive as she speaks. That was a magical evening, as they both shared so much about 
the personal side of our profession.

A perennial NightWriter favorite is Mara Purl. She went from acting to creating a 
radio show (based on Cambria) which had the honor of being the first American radio 
show to be picked up by the BBC. That became the basis for her series of popular 
novels. Mara will be back with us next year to share a new program she is working on 
for writers. 

All of these writers follow the same star as Hemingway, Faulkner, Fitzgerald and 
so many others whom we have come to know and admire. It is the same star that 
beckons us all. Will we trust ourselves to follow it as far as we can? Why would we do 
otherwise? Have you shed first blood—your very first rejection? That’s where we all 
start and we must keep going, for beyond those rejections that star calls to us. In 
closing, I will leave you with something that Anne Perry disclosed. Even after over 
ninety books to her credit, she said, “There are never any guarantees. You must just 
keep on writing.”

" Excelsior,
! Dennis

" " " " "

NW Member Authors, Sell Your Books!
	


	
 Sell your books at our general monthly meetings! If you are a member of the SLO 
NightWriters, we encourage you to take part. We will have a table set up for you to display, 
discuss and sell your books.
" Please note—SLO NightWriters holds no liability in this process. All authors 
participating are responsible for their own money exchanges and for the security of their 
own funds and books. Your dues with the SLO NightWriters must be current in order to 
participate.
" We hope that you will welcome this opportunity. For more information about our 
meeting, please visit our website.
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KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS...
" Deadlines: Murder and Mayhem on the California 
Coast, Volumes 1 and 2, are now available on Amazon.com 
as print books. These anthologies, published by the Central 
Coast Chapter of Sisters in Crime (SinC), contain stories 
that range from flash fiction to short stories to long short 
stories. In these volumes you’ll find works by SLO 
NightWriter members Paul Alan Fahey, Judythe 
Guarnera, Susan Tuttle, Sue McGinty, Ruth Cowne, and 
Tony Piazza, among other local SinC writers. These are the 
perfect little volumes to have on hand for those times 
when you only have a little time to read; stories can be 
finished in 10 minutes to about an hour. Find the books 
here:https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_23?
url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-
keywords=deadlines+murder+and
+mayhem&sprefix=Deadlines%3A+murder+and+m

" “Some say I’m an overnight success. Well, that was a very long night that lasted 
about 10 years. But while I do, of course, no feel the pressure of having had books that 
have been very successful, I just know that I have to concentrate on writing for myself. 
I can’t worry about genres or markets or what might be commercial or not. That never 
works.”
" " " " " " " " " " ~Kate Morgan 

" Terry Sanville’s short story “City Hall” appeared in the September 15th edition 
of The Wagon Magazine, a print and online journal published in Chennai, India.

" "A Work in Progress," a short story by Terry Sanville, will appear in the 
upcoming issue of The Blue Mountain Review, a quarterly online and yearly print 
journal published by The Southern Collective Experience, a group of 23, you guessed 
it, southern writers.

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_23?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=deadlines+murder+and+mayhem&sprefix=Deadlines%3A+murder+and+m%2Cstripbooks%2C240
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_23?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=deadlines+murder+and+mayhem&sprefix=Deadlines%3A+murder+and+m%2Cstripbooks%2C240
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_23?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=deadlines+murder+and+mayhem&sprefix=Deadlines%3A+murder+and+m%2Cstripbooks%2C240
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_23?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=deadlines+murder+and+mayhem&sprefix=Deadlines%3A+murder+and+m%2Cstripbooks%2C240
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_23?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=deadlines+murder+and+mayhem&sprefix=Deadlines%3A+murder+and+m%2Cstripbooks%2C240
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_23?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=deadlines+murder+and+mayhem&sprefix=Deadlines%3A+murder+and+m%2Cstripbooks%2C240
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_23?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=deadlines+murder+and+mayhem&sprefix=Deadlines%3A+murder+and+m%2Cstripbooks%2C240
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_23?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=deadlines+murder+and+mayhem&sprefix=Deadlines%3A+murder+and+m%2Cstripbooks%2C240
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Congratulations to SLO NightWriters 
Brandy McKay and Anne Schroeder

We are accepting story submissions now!
Find full Tolosa submission guidelines 

at www.slonightwriters.org
Submit your 500-600 word short fiction to Meagan at 

meaganfriberg@gmail.com
Meagan Friberg

Pick up copies of SLO City News, Bay News and Coast News at local stores and 
kiosks. Visit the Tolosa on-line archives to read other NW stories published in the CC 

Life section of Tolosa Press at www.tolosapressnews.com

http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
http://www.tolosapressnews.com
http://www.tolosapressnews.com
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Review of September Meeting 
Seven writers read their work at Round Table One. Mark 

Arnold cautioned us about British terms when writing for an 
American audience, unless of course they are integral to your plot. For 
example: 

British English Term" American English Term

Anti-clockwise" " Counter-clockwise
Barrister" " " Lawyer
Biscuit"" " " Cookie
Flat" " " " Apartment
Car Park" " " Parking Lot
Chemist’s Shop" " Pharmacy
Chips" " " " French Fries
Drawing-pin"" " Thumb Tack
Dustman" " " Garbage collector
Flyover" " " Overpass
Holiday" " " Vacation
Lift" " " " Elevator
Maths"" " " Math
Motorway" " " Freeway
Naughts and Crosses" Tic-Tac-Toe
Pub" " " " Bar
Rubbish" " " Garbage
Spanner" " " Wrench
Tin" " " " Can
Torch" " " " Flashlight

By Jan Alarcon
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Terry Sanville encouraged us to eliminate false 
starts: introductory paragraphs that have too much 
background information and unnecessary components. 
False starts can overpower your piece. In your first 
paragraph, the reader needs be told about at least one 
character who seeks love, fortune, recognition and how 
they will be stymied by the married suitor, cunning 
rival, vicious rumor. 

OK, James A. Michener did get away with this 
first paragraph:

MILLIONS UPON MILLIONS of years ago, when 
the continents were already formed and the principal features 
of the earth had been decided, there existed, then as now, one 
aspect of the world that dwarfed all others. It was a mighty 
ocean, resting uneasily to the east of the largest continent, a 
restless ever-changing, gigantic body of water that would 
later be described as pacific. 
" But that was in 1959. (Michener: Hawaii)
" Susan Tuttle taught us how to Craft Enticing 
Subplots at Round Table Two. The purpose of a subplot 
is to support and advance the main plot. Subplots 
should have their own story arc; increase tension; and 
wrap up satisfactorily. Subplots can be linear with 
parallel plots that run alongside the main plot, and may 
or may not interact with it, or with bookend plots that are 
mainly the beginning and ending, with maybe a slight 
clue in the middle, or subplots can be interwoven with 
tapestry plots that weave in and out of the main plot or 
hopscotch plots that hop in and out along the length of 
the main plot.
" When writing a series, always wrap up the main 
plot and most of the subplots. A subplot regarding the 
main character’s private life is often kept open to from 
book to book.

Anne Perry and Victoria Zackheim spoke at our 
General Meeting. Anne Perry is the bestselling author of 
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two acclaimed mystery series set in Victorian England: 
William Monk and Charlotte and Thomas Pitt. She also 
publishes an annual Christmas novella. Victoria Zackheim 
is known for her anthologies on topics such as faith, 
death, and betrayal.

Anne Perry’s words mesmerized me: 

1. “You are responsible for what you could have 
stopped and didn’t try to.”     

2. “Every sentence should take the reader to the next 
one.” " " "                         

3.  “If the reader has to go back and reread something, 
you have lost them.” 

4.  “A character cannot be the same person on first 
page that they are at the last one.”        

5.  “Heroes and villains are not different in what they 
want, they are different in the lengths they will go 
to get it.”                         " " " "              

6. “Too many people in the world are saying, ‘Obey 
my God of love and mercy or I will smash you in 
the face.’” "             "          

7. “Solitude can weigh you down; the writer needs to 
fill their life with people.”                            

8. “Good fiction is universal truth; good non-fiction is 
specific truth.”      

9. “It is a wonderful privilege to have people listen to 
you.”

10. “All stories must make moral sense.”                           

11. “You may be writing for every person on the earth 
for as long as the earth will last.”  

12.  “Assume your reader is extremely bright.”
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I leave one with an excerpt from Anne Perry’s favorite poem: “The Battle of the White Horse” 
by G. K. Chesterton. “If I were granted only one poem to read the rest of my life, it would be this 
one.”

I have a vision, and I know
The heathen shall return.
They shall not come with warships,
They shall not waste with brands,
But books be all their eating,
And ink be on their hands. 
— Book VIII: 246–251

Until next month,
Jan Alarcon
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Getting to Know NightWriter Members

Spotlight On...
Beryl Reichenberg

by: Mike Price

This month’s spotlight is on Beryl Reichenberg. Beryl has been with NightWriters 
for quite a while, but I, for one, do not know her as well as I should. I’m sure this is true for 
our newer members. So with great pleasure, let’s get acquainted with, or re-acquainted 
with Beryl. 

NW: Who are you?
BR: Thank you for this opportunity to introduce myself. Many of you probably 

know that I write and illustrate children’s books. You may not know that I am also a fiber 
artist. I have lived in San Luis Obispo for nearly 50 years, spending most of my life in 
California. 

" NW: Who is your greatest inspiration?
" BR: My greatest inspiration is my grandfather. As a young child, I remember 
listening to his stories about the adventures of the three jolly fleas as we sat in an old 
rocking chair by the fireplace. Sadly, none of these stories were preserved. They only 
survive as warm memories from my childhood.

" NW: Do you have a blog or website?
" BR: My author website is www.berylreichenberg.com. My other website is devoted 
to my paper craft and art pieces at www.berylreichenbergart.com. My blog site is 
www.wordpress.com. 

" NW: What genre do you like to write?
" BR: I write and illustrate children’s picture books both fiction and non-fiction. 
Recently I began writing a chapter books for older children, ages seven to ten. Although I 
usually illustrate my books, I do collaborate with other artists. One of my most talented 
illustrators is an eleven-year-old girl. Her delightful drawings in my picture book, A Real 
Dragon, are particularly well liked by my readers.

http://www.berylreichenberg.com
http://www.berylreichenberg.com
http://www.berylreichenbergart.com
http://www.berylreichenbergart.com
http://www.wordpress.com
http://www.wordpress.com
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A small publisher, Oak Tree Press, published six of my books, and I self-published the rest of 
my stories.

" NW: Tell us about your favorite story that you have written.
" BR: My favorite picture book is Ants on a Log, partly because it is a retelling of my 
son’s childhood and his dislike for vegetables. In my rendition, a young rabbit named Jack 
also hates vegetables until he eats a school snack, called ants on a log. (For those who don’t 
know, ants on a log is a celery stick, with peanut butter inside and raisins on top.) Eventually, 
Jack learns to like salads, vegetable pizza and even cooked carrots. 

 
" NW: Tell us about your latest project.
" BR: I usually have several projects going at once. I am reworking a picture book to 
self-publish with CreateSpace. Dancing Critter in the Trees is written in rhyme for young 
children three to six years old.  In writing this story, I was inspired by watching a squirrel 
swinging through the trees attempting to grab peanuts from a bird feeder. 
" I am also a co-author of another picture book, Slideville Critters Become Champs. This 
story is about a unique baseball team, featuring a kangaroo, a cheetah and an elephant. These 
animals use their special skills to help their team win a championship.  Our manuscript is 
finished, and we are currently collaborating with an illustrator. 
" My third project is a chapter book for children, ages six to ten.  My Secret Kid Sister is a 
ghost story. It is a retelling of my nine-year-old granddaughter’s recent visit to the Claremont 
Hotel in Berkeley. Like several other hotels around the country, this hotel is said to be 
haunted. 

" NW: Do you have a day job?
" BR: Fortunately, I am retired and can create to my heart’s 
content, although writing, publishing and marketing can seem like 
a full-time job.

" NW: How does your family support you in your 
writing?"
" BR: Charlie, my husband, is my in-house editor. He once 
worked for McGraw Hill. His experience is of tremendous help, 
especially with proofreading my manuscripts and discussing story 
ideas. 
" My four grandchildren, ranging in age from six to eleven, 
are my biggest inspirations for stories. Sometimes I ask them to 
read my manuscripts and offer suggestions from a child’s 
perspective. They are my biggest fans.
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" NW: How does NW help you?
" BR: NightWriters is invaluable. Early on, I joined a 
NW critique group and met several talented children’s 
book authors. They provided both useful advice and 
support. The general meetings are important learning 
experiences, especially the pre-program critique group. I 
also find the Cuesta Writer’s Conferences and the Society 
of Children Book Authors and Illustrators helpful.

" NW: How do you handle rejection letters?
" BR: At first, I dreaded rejection letters. But over 
time, I realized that I had a number of options: I could send 
the manuscript to another agent/publisher, let the story 
ferment, revise my manuscript or publish it myself. 

" NW: Tell us something surprising about yourself.
" BR: I have a twin sister, but we are not identical. 

" NW: Besides writing, what are your other hobbies?
" BR: I am a fiber artist working mostly in paper. I 
usually create three-dimensional, sculptural and book-art 
pieces. I belong to both the San Luis Obispo Museum of 
Art and the Gallery at the Network participating in many 
of their exhibits and juried shows, and also exhibiting in 
other galleries and museums. On a regular basis, I teach 
local children paper craft and bookmaking. 
I enjoy traveling to foreign countries and have been all over 
the world. Charlie and I usually take two or more trips a 
year. For relaxation, I like to read, usually mystery stories 
or non-fiction history, archaeology and science. 

" NW: Thanks for jumping into the Spotlight. 
Everyone has a story and, I might say, yours is fascinating.

Beryl Reichenberg



NW  WORDSMITHS     OCT 2016

Page  14

SLO NW e✑Line Edit Exchange
" Can’t find a critique group? Don’t have time for meetings? Have specific needs 
for feedback on your work? Our Electronic Peer Review Line Edit Exchange is perfect 
for out-of-town members, or those with restricted time schedules. 
" All E-Exchange Partners are SLO NW members.

• Exchange views with other writers 
• No fees charged, no credit expected or required.
• Participants contact each other, set their own rules and time frames.
• Use your own style of editing/commenting.
• If you don’t find value in the feedback, try someone else on the list.  

" To be added, contact our webmaster, Janice Konstantinidis, (jkon50@gmail.com) with: 
Your Name, Email, Genre (if you desire a specific one), Skill Level (if you require a specific 
level). She will add you to the list. Then you can reach out on a one-to-one basis and find the 
right writing partner for you.

Word of the Month
“Revenant”

Definition: (N, Fr revenir (to return) one who 
returns after a lengthy absence; one who returns 
after death; a person who returns as a spirit; Adj,  
coming back.

Synonyms: apparition, ghost, phantom, shade, 
specter, recurring, continual

Usage: He walked in the door as though he’d 
left yesterday, shocking everyone, this revenant 
long since forgotten by those who lived in the 
valley.

Quote 
of the Month

" “There are worse crimes than 
burning books. One of them is not 
reading them.”
" " " " " "
" " " ~Joseph Brodsky
"   

  "Either write something worth reading or do something worth writing."
" " " " " " " " " " " ~Benjamin Franklin
" " " " " " " " " "          

mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
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 This feature will return next month.
(If you would like me to feature your book, please contact me at 

elizabethroderick@att.net!)

In the meantime, enjoy these photos of both the Book and Author Fair 
and the just-concluded CCWC

A Writer’s Process

by: Liz Roderick

Tony Piazza and his wife Susan enjoy 
shade under their booth canopy

The Book & Author Fair

Susan Tuttle displays all 12 of 
her books at her booth

mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
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Meagan  Friberg, Patty Moreno, Destry 
Ramey (and Feather) and Beryl 

Reichenberg laugh it up at the NW table

Judythe Guarnera and Destry Ramey 
at the NW Booth

Sharing our balloons...

Brian Schwartz and Beryl Reichenberg 
took a turn at the NW Booth
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Susan Tuttle joined Mara Purl and two other 
writers for a discussion on Creating Believable 
Characters

The Central Coast Writers Conference
Meagan Friberg joined volunteer Becca 
in registering NY Times Best selling 
author Dianne Emley

Author Jonathan Mayberry at the NW Booth
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Baxter Trautman and Carol Schmidt (wo)man the 
NW Booth

Destry Ramey and Feather take serious notes

Susan Tuttle extols the virtues of joining NW

Mary Weber offered 
pearls of wisdom in 
her sessions

Mara Purl joins Steve Kliewer, Judythe Guarnera and Tina Clark 
at the NightWriters Booth to share some writing stories
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Anna Unkovich, volunteer 
coordinator extraordinaire Eldonna Edwards Anna and Eldonna

Andrea Chmelik

Tony Piazza with Lida Sideris

Judythe Guarnera and Judy Salamacha with Mara 
Purl and Victoria Zackheim
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Call for Candidates for Fall 
Election

SLO NightWriter Board
As a long-time member of SLO NightWriters, who has served on the organization’s 

board in various capacities, I’ve become aware of something important that needs a 
response from the membership.
If you’ve been coming around for a while, you see a few familiar faces, who you might note, 
are the ones doing all the work.

♫" It’s time to give those board members a break.

Although many good things have happened under the current leadership, and the 
group has grown and thrived, it’s time to give NW a shot of adrenalin.
Non-profit organizations which run under volunteer power risk burn-out. On the opposite 
side of that risk are the benefits derived from adding new blood, fresh ideas, new directions.

Consider the skills you possess and make an appointment with current board 
members to compare your skills to board positions and offer to run for office or to be 
appointed to one of the exciting committees.

I can assure you that serving on the board is a privilege loaded with experience. It’s 
fun to be on the planning and implementing ends of a vital organization like NightWriters.

You can be as involved as you want to be. There’s something for everyone. 
Elections and appointments are coming up. Now is the time to put your name forward.

♫" Contact Dennis Eamon Young at: photodennis44@gmail.com

♫" Susan Tuttle at: aim2write@yahoo.com

Judythe Guarnera
NW Anthology Editor

mailto:photodennis44@gmail.com
mailto:photodennis44@gmail.com
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
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Sue McGinty (wo)manned the SinCCC Booth

Mary Weber and Rebecca Waddell (center) enjoyed 
some time with agents

7 Truly Spectacular Words to Use 
Regularly

" From earthables.com comes this fun listing of seven truly spectacular words. As 
earthables.com notes, words are the way we express ourselves. To be understood clearly, we 
need to expand our vocabulary. Start with these (thanks to Mark Arnold for the link):
1. Imbroglio: a very complicated, confusing or embarrassing situation. “The police officers 

found it hard to understand the imbroglio that caused neighbors to throw rotten eggs at 
each other.”

2. Limerence: the intense infatuation felt at the beginning of a romance. “She felt an incredible 
sense on limerence toward her new boyfriend.”

3. Ephemeral: something that lasts for a short time: “My feelings about him were ephemeral; 
they left as quickly as they’d come.”

4. Petrichor: that wonderful smell that follows the rain. “The air was ripe with the pleasant, 
dewy petrichor of the post-rain afternoon.”

5. Mellifluous: a smooth, pleasant, musical sound. “The mellifluous notes issued from the 
throat of a scarlet bird above us in the tree.”

6. Velllichor: that strange wistfulness of used bookstores, infused with the passage of time. 
“The moment the scent of lignin hit her nostrils she was overcome with vellichor.”

7. Propinquity: nearness in place or time. “The propinquity of Emma’s bedroom to her 
parents’ made it hard for her to sneak out of the house at night.”
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Join The NightWriters 
Facebook Group

Dear NightWriters,

For those of you who would like to socialize and get to know each other better, but 
can't attend our monthly meetings, we have created a Facebook group. 

Facebook groups are dedicated spaces where you can share updates, photos or 
documents and message other group members. Just click on the link below and hit "join 
group" in the top right corner. Once our administrator approves your request, you are in!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1701340913423099/

Invite other NightWriters and get going. 
Swap ideas, encourage each other, share 
your events and so on. 

We hope that you will find a group 
of writing peers beneficial!

Sincerely, 
Joanne Feeney

" “Inspiration comes from so many sources. Music, other fiction, the non-
fiction I read, TV shows, films, news reports, people I know, stories I hear, 
misheard words or lyrics, dreams… Motivation? The memory of the rush I get 
from a really good writing session—even on a bad day, I know I’ll find that 
again if I keep going.”
" " " " " " " " " ~Trudi Canavan
" " " " " " " "

http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=z9ZWYwfTMoPCKioDPN1HTbDKTRFgoijaEHUSyhznKxukG3dlw4TX5gQ1djLQ8SF1Xi1ytKyq1cq4UFKeTySwcUNfcRQFqcipAh9JpUJYjFg%3D
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=z9ZWYwfTMoPCKioDPN1HTbDKTRFgoijaEHUSyhznKxukG3dlw4TX5gQ1djLQ8SF1Xi1ytKyq1cq4UFKeTySwcUNfcRQFqcipAh9JpUJYjFg%3D
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Critique Group Requests
Holly Thibodeaux works in fiction, non-fiction, screenwriting, memoir and experimental fiction. She 
is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange with writers in a more structured environment with 
accountability to boost productivity. Intermediate level preferred; no location restrictions. She would 
also like to find others interested in exploring the philosophy of writing and the psychology of 
storytelling. Contact her at:

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique group, or 1:1 
electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City location. Contact Katie 
at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com.

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or VARIED 
GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is SLO City area.
Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  
Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 
ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  
Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com

“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Janice Konstantinidis (jkon50@gmail.com)  We’ll 
print your specific request in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 
members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find a match for 
your needs, make contacts, or to start a new group or critique partnership. Contact Janice for 
assistance if needed and she’ll get you to the right people. And, if you form a group, please let Janice 
know so she can list it on the website. She can also forward your group’s information to the 
newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at www.slonightwriters.org.
" ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive to 
facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing affiliations. 
While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we hope they 
lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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Critique Group Connections, Continued

Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.
Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.
Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.
Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.
Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  
Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 
FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  
Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

Steve Bowder is seeking a critique group that concentrates on true stories embellished to make them 
interesting, but that stay true to the facts that are known.
Contact Steve at: sbowder@live.com

 

mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
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Hospitality Needs Your Help!
" Our Hospitality Committee is doing a fantastic job of making sure we have 
scrumptious goodies for every meeting. But Baxter Trautman and Brian Schwartz 
could use some help. If a few more NW members pitch in, then each committee 
member would be responsible for only one or two meetings a year!
" It’s a fun job. All it takes is some shopping for goodies the day before/day 
of the meeting, spreading the treats out on the table to entice attendees, and 
cleanup after the meeting ends. All money outlaid is reimbursed at the meeting.
" Contact our President if this sounds like something you’d like to help with. 
What better way to get what you’d like to snack on than being part of the 
committee?
" Dennis Eamon Young:  photodennis44@gmail.com

Be A NW Greeter!
" Help NW out by becoming a Meeting Greeter. If you attend our monthly 
meetings and can come a little early, we need you! We’d like to form a Greeters 
Committee of 3 to 4 writers who can help out each month.
" It’s a fun and easy job, simply making sure that attendees sign in, either as 
members or guests, and handing out the appropriate name tags. It also entails 
arriving around 4:45 to 5:00 pm, to sign in those who attend the Round Tables, and 
collecting the small fee from non-members who attend the Tables. And about a half 
hour after the general meeting starts, your duties are done!
" If we can get a dedicated group of 3 to 4 people who can take over this 
essential job, then you only need to be available 3 to 4 times a year for this 
assignment. It’s a great way to meet the writers who attend, make connections and 
network with your fellow writers.

NW Needs a Presidential Candidate! 
Elections are coming up in November and we need new blood on the Board of 
Directors. NightWriters meetings, events, etc. don’t just happen. It takes a 
concerted effort on the part of dedicated members. The President is retiring; we 
need a new President to take office in Jan. If you’re interested in exploring this 
vital role, contact Dennis Eamon Young via email: photodennis44@gmail.com

mailto:lphillips715@gmail.com
mailto:lphillips715@gmail.com
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Give Advice and Get Published!
" Do you have some tips, or have you learned a strategy that could help those just 
starting out on their writing career? Send in 300-400 words to the Great Beginnings column 
and you can be a contributor to both the WordSmiths Newsletter and your fellow writers. 
It’s a great way to help others hone their skills, and a great publishing kudo for your 
resume. Time to put that thinking cap on and then write: What advice would you give a 
beginning writer? Send to: aim2write@yahoo.com, with NW Newsletter in the subject line.

Newsletter Editor To “Retire”
" This could be the final NW Newsletter… It’s finally come, time for the editor of 
Wordsmiths to retire from the position. Life—and writing—needs dictate this move. 
We need someone willing to take over this vital position of getting out the information 
the membership needs to have each month.
" The new editor is free to change/adjust/rearrange/re-format the newsletter into 
whatever form he or she deems best. It can be fancy, like it is now, or very simple and 
plain—or anywhere in-between. The length, departments, etc., are also determined by 
the editor.
" Being the editor of the newsletter for a large organization like SLO NightWriters 
is a fantastic addendum to a writer’s resume. It goes a long way to establishing him/
her as a professional—someone other editors, agents and publishers want to deal with.
" If you’d like to try your hand at our newsletter, contact Susan Tuttle for 
complete details: aim2write@yahoo.com

" Take a look at the listing of Board Members on page 28. How many “Open” signs do 
you see?  Seven? How many Board Members are doing double duty, taking on more than 
one board position?
" It takes a lot to run an organization like NW, but no one has to be overburdened if all 
board positions are filled. Dennis will be stepping down as President; we still need a VP. 
And a membership director, a historian, a greeter, a hospitality coordinator, a critique 
group coordinator… and soon a newsletter editor.
" If you have ideas to help NW be the best it can be, and a little bit of time, we need 
you! It’s time to step up and help make it happen… before NW has to stop offering all the 
wonderful benefits you now enjoy.
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" Dani Shapiro, author of the beautiful memoir Devotion, writes: “Grace Paley used to 
tell me that she wrote in the bathtub. When I was her student, I thought this meant she wrote 
in the bath. Years later, I realized that it was great advice about knowing when to step away 
from the desk and dream.”

Christina Baker Kline, New York Times best-selling author of Orphan Train, says: ”I have 
these words taped to my bulletin board: If you don’t put it in, you can’t take it out. It’s such a 
freeing statement: you have to put the words on the page in order to shape them, or change 
them, or remove them. You have to write your way into the story, knowing that mostly you’re 
going to fail to get your vision on the page. For a while, at least.”

Bonnie Friedman writes: “Successful writers are not the ones who write the best sentences. 
They are the ones who keep writing. They are the ones who discover what is most important 
and strangest and pleasurable in themselves, and keep believing in the value of their work, 
despite the difficulties.”

Author Amy Ferris recalls something her publisher told her: “Dig deep, and then, dig 
deeper.”

Phil Cousineau, one of outmost prolific writers and authors, remembers what Joseph 
Campbell told him in 1984: “Make it your own.”

Constance Hale, of Sin and Syntax fame, shares: “Finding the right teacher or editor is often 
as much a matter of simpatico as it is of your ‘talent.’ Realize that every writing teacher (or 
editor) is different and has different taste. Don’t be discouraged when one just doesn’t seem 
to get what you do. When you find someone who clicks in to you, your voice, your mission—
stick with that person. He or she will help you do your best work.

Grant Faulkner, Executive Director of NaNoWriMo, recalls how a writer once told him to 
always have something in the mail (or out on submission). Grant says: “It was good advice, 
because if you always have something in submission, you naturally exist in a state of 
hopefulness, which, like a lotto ticket, buoys you through the natural down times.”

GREAT BEGINNINGS
...Information for Beginning Writers (and everyone else too)

Writing Advice to Inspire and Encourage

http://nanowrimo.org/
http://nanowrimo.org/
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK! 
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Dennis Eamon Young 
Vice-President:  Open
Secretary: Carol Schmidt
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle 
Program Director: Janice Konstantinidis
Contest Committee Chair: Open
Membership Director: Open
Critique Group Coordinator: Open
Social Media/Publicity Coordinator: Joanne 
Feeney
Tolosa Press Submissions: Meagan Friberg
Welcome Committee: Open
Sunshine Chair: Kalila Volkov 
Website Master: Janice Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Steve Derks
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle, Elizabeth Roderick
Art Director: Dennis Eamon Young 
Assistant Secretary: Janice Konstantinidis
Board Assistants: Rebecca Waddell
NW Historian: Open
Hospitality: (Coordinator: Open) Baxter 
" Trautman, Brian Schwartz

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

      Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org  and pay with credit card.

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings: the second Tuesday of 
every month, year round. We encourage interested visitors 
to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission free; refreshments served.
    Next Meeting: October 11th, at United Church of Christ 
on Los Osos Valley Rd, San Luis Obispo 93401. General 
meeting begins at 6:30 pm. Round Table presentations start 
at 5:15 pm.
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org

http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org


      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact our webmaster and the 
newsletter editor at slonightwriter@yahoo.com to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW 
Newsletter and on the NW Web site. 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com  with your critique needs and 
genres and we’ll do our best to assist you. 

Write Now
These bi-weekly Wednesday critique meetings 
are for more experienced and tech-savvy writers. 
Submit up to 3,500 words of your current project 
to Dropbox by Sunday night, and then, using 
track-changes in Word, upload your reviews of 
each other member’s work to Dropbox by 6:00 
pm Wednesday. Meeting time is used to cover 
discussion-worthy items: logic issues, theme 
problems, etc. Commas, punctuation, and 
spelling are left on the written page. We follow 
these Rules of Conduct. Recommended reading 
is Story by Robert McKee.
" Meetings are every other Wednesday at 
6:00 pm. Email moderator for location and dates.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:"        Cynthia Replogle
" "        cynthia.replogle@gmail.com

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO SATURDAY GROUP
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 
and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 
memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
group meetings. 1500 word limit on 
submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 
location.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:"" " Tom Snow
" " " " coinerbop@gmail.com

MEMOIR AND NON-FICTON 
Disbanded until there is more interest. If you 
would like to explore re-starting this group, 
please contact Judith directly.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact:" " Judith Bernstein
" " " ryewit@live.com
" " " 805-904-6365
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP
Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet 
can join. Any poet can benefit from input of a 
group, regardless of experience. Call and 
together we can set time and place to meet. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact: " Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
" " irenekooi@gmail.com 

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to publish, 
we’ll help you with ideas to improve your 
writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on the 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 
wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:" " Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
" " " " Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

NORTH COUNTY RACONTEURS
This group has disbanded for various reasons 
until further notice. 

SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This group 
thrives on variety, writing short stories, articles, 
poetry and novels, all genres from fiction to 
biography and memoirs. Members exchange 
work by email at least one week before the 
meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques 
aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing 
strengths in everything from plot and character 

development to grammar and proper 
manuscript preparation. Intermediate to to 
advanced writers are welcome.  We meet in a 
casual and fun atmosphere and are serious 
about fully developing each member’s writing 
talent, whether for publication or self-
satisfaction. Visitors are always welcome.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderator:" " Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           " j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP I 
(Wed. a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in 5 Cities 
area from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 
traditional NightWriter critique group. Work is 
produced in each session, then analyzed 
according to the objective of the day’s goal. 
Based on writing exercises designed to jump-
start the creative process (based on the lessons 
and exercises in the Write It Right Series), these 
sessions take writers through the process of 
writing fiction from inception of idea to the final 
resolution. This group is for all writers who 
want to learn the process of crafting a well-told 
story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 
story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc.  There is a 
small monthly fee involved for this class to 
cover materials.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS.
Contact:" " Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
" " " aim2write@yahoo.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP II 
(Wed. p.m. Group)

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction, 
a writing instruction class that meets weekly 
and takes about a year to complete. See full 
description under Wed. a.m. Group. Meets 
from 3:00-5:00 pm in Los Osos. Current 
members are presently getting their work 
published after only six months or so. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact:" Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
" " aim2write@yahoo.com

NORTH COUNTY CRITIQUE GROUP
Meets twice a month on Thursday from 1:30-4:00 
pm at the Atascadero Library. the group includes 
intermediate and advanced level writers of fiction 
and non-fiction, both published and unpublished. 
Our critique process is upbeat and constructive. 
We send around pieces in advance, and read 
aloud at sessions. Potential new members are 
encouraged to visit to see if we are a mutual fit. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO A COUPLE OF NEW 
MEMBERS
Moderators:" " Lillian Brown, 215-6107
" " " lilliofslo@aol.com
" " " Mike Perry, 466-8311
" " " dmperry1012@att.net"
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THE THURSDAY GROUP 

This group meets at 9:00 am every other  
Thursday at The Coffee Bean in Pismo Beach. 
Anyone interested in joining them can email the 
moderator for full details.
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS, but visitors are always welcome. 
Contact the moderator for details.
Moderator:" " Mark Ruszczyzky
" " " zsur@aol.com

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit

PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP
New group began Meeting on May 1. All levels 
and genres: short stories, novels, poetry, 
memoir. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
each meeting; 1,500 word limit on submissions. 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
9:00-11:00 am in Pismo Beach. 
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome. Contact 
moderator for location.
Moderator" " Tom Snow
" " " coinerbop@gmail.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit
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LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. Charlie 
Perryess and Anne Allen share hosting 
responsibilities, running a tight ship so that 
everyone can read. No cross talk permitted. At 
the beginning and at our break we socialize. 
We’re all serious but fun-loving. Presently the 
writing covers several genres: YA novels; short 
stories; short stories woven into a novel; 
fantasy; humorous mystery novel; political 
satire novel; and personal essays. We write just 
about everything except poetry.   CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS but 
guests are welcome.  It may happen that space 
could be made for a compatible writer. 
Moderators:"        Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
" "        Anne Allen, 528-1006

LONG STORY SHORT
Flash Fiction/Nonfiction only meets the 2nd & 
4th Fridays every month, from 10 am to 12 
noon in Arroyo Grande.  Bring paper and 
pencil, or your laptop if you are so inclined—
flash pieces, 1000 word strict maximum.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS – call or email Diane to be placed 
on a waiting list.
Moderator:! Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
" " mdcomposes@yahoo.com
                                              

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am to 
noon in San Luis. Members bring original work 
to each session and read aloud to the group. The 
group provides constructive suggestions for 
improving the writing and the structure of the 
stories. Prose forms of literature–short stories, 

novels, memoirs, essays, newspaper and 
magazine articles, travel–are this group’s forte. 
It welcomes writers who are serious about 
producing work for publication. Those 
interested in attending or who need more 
information should telephone.   CURRENTLY 
FULL — NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderators:" Terry Sanville, 541-0492 
                    "" Gloria Pautz,   543-2049
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