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Our Sept. 13th Meeting
Anne Perry and 

Victoria Zackheim
! Join international bestselling author Anne Perry 
(the William Monk and the Charlotte and Thomas Pitt 
series) and playwright/anthologist Victoria Zackheim as 
these two friends share their love of, and anecdotes 
about, the writing life. 
! How is a subject chosen, a character developed? Is 
the writing life lonely? What about collaboration? How 
does a writer deal with rejection? Or an editor’s 
suggestion that the story doesn’t work…and needs to be 
rethought? Anne and Victoria will cover a lot of writing/
writer territory, and will answer all your questions. 
What is the arc? Is there a benefit to creating an outline?
! So much to ask!  If you think of questions before 
the event, write them on flash cards and bring them with 
you!
! This is one meeting you don’t want to miss! It’s 
sure to be crowded, so get there early to reserve your 
seat! See you at 6:30 pm on September 13 for a truly 
fascinating and informative evening!
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NightWriters “Round Tables”
Join Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold at the Critique Table as they give feedback on 

pieces brought to the table. Please keep your submission to two pages, typed, 12-point font, 
double spaced. This is a great—and safe—way to see what the critiquing process is all about, 
get valuable feedback from two fantastic writers, and practice reading your work to a small 
audience. Round Tables start at 5:15 pm.
! This month at the Instruction Round Table, Susan Tuttle will focus on Subplots. 
Subplots add depth and complexity to our stories. But how do you find and add subplots that 
not only add interest but also enhance the main plot? The Instruction Round Table will focus 
of the 6 purposes of subplots; the 4 elements of subplot structure; the 4 main types of 
subplots, where and how to find subplots, how subplots connect to the main plot, and how to 
deal with an ongoing series. Come learn the secret of subplots to make your stories flow 
seamlessly from start to finish.
! Round Tables begin at 5:15 pm, free to NW members, $5.00 for visitors.
! See you back at UCC at 5:15, or at the general meeting that follows at 6:30 pm.

Fellow Writers!
! Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?
! Getting married or having a baby?
! Suffering from the loss of a loved one?
Email me at jandkvolkov@att.net and I’ll send them a 
card from their SLO NightWriters family.
        Kalila

! This month’s quotes honor the great writing guru, William Zinsser, and 
are taken from his iconic work, On Writing Well. Enjoy!

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
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Dennis Eamon Young

President’s Message: 
A Panoply of Characters For

Our Times and Our Stories
!  Carol and I have been watching the Olympics in Rio 
until the wee hours. It’s been too mesmerizing to even look away, for 
fear of missing some special moment. Michael, Ryan, Katie and 
Simone made history in the pool and my shoulders were sore. An 
American Muslim woman in a hajib made history by being there to 
fence. It’s like a great book brought to life before our eyes.

Then there are everyone’s darlings, The Final Five: Simone B., Gabby D., Aly R., 
Madison K. and Laurie H. They fly through the air, spin on the beam and become the super 
heroines of our collective dreams. We hold our breath, lean too far forward on our couch 
and cry with relief and pride. They are our collective sons and daughters.

They come in all sizes, body configurations and colors. They all have wildly 
individualistic habits and group dynamics. They are, in short, a writer’s dream cast of 
characters. What writer could ask for more? Where did such diversity come from? The 
answer my friends, is your town and mine, from coast to coast. The answer is The United 
States. Not the divided states and divided people some political hacks would have you 
believe in, but united in striving for success, by way of personal responsibility and 
teamwork. This is the powerhouse that we are, at our best.

Our country has always had problems living up to the ideals set in motion by our 
founders. And yet, like these magnificent athletes, if we fail to reach the heights, we pick 
ourselves up and strive further. This is what makes their stories so riveting. These are the 
same elements we must synthesize in the plot lines and characters we create. Cardboard-
cutout, single-dimensional characters without a steady guiding principle will make a 
reader toss your book aside. You must connect with them at a visceral level.

These Olympians are the tip of the iceberg, the point of the spear and cream of the 
crop. Whatever cliché might be applied to them, the truth is striking. Each of them stood 
upon the shoulders of thousands who came before and even more thousands who 
harbored some degree of the dreams that sustain them. So also, whatever story line or 
oddball character you sweat to create stands upon the shoulders of Homer, Euripides, 
Balzac, Milton, Keats, Shakespeare, Dickens, Santayana, Conrad, Poe, Hemingway and so 
many others. 
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We must not lose sight of the fact that though we celebrate the victories of our 
particular tribe, country or culture, these games were not created by the ancients, in 
order to build walls between people, but to bring them together. This experiment called 
the United States is all about celebrating diversity within a universality of being and 
purpose. To strive and win through adversity is a basic Olympics story. It is also the 
basic framework of our writings.

Unwanted children adopted by a loving family, buoyed by kindness against 
seemingly insurmountable obstacles are able to expend their time and hard work for 
years, to finally be recognized as the best in their field. Is that not a story worth writing? 
Add other elements, such as their being immigrants, or people of color, or small stature. 
These are but a few of the stories behind these athletes we celebrate. They could have 
stepped off the pages of your next short story or novel.

Our country stands at the edge of an eternal precipice. Do we leap into a better 
future together? Do we back up, gathering in insular groups, looking for some 
imagined past and lashing out at all others we perceive as different? Do we follow a 
united dream of mutual respect and opportunity? Do we follow the empty dictates of a 
deranged demagogue? What a colossal story for someone to write. Look at all the 
opportunity for insight, pontification, tragedy and pathos. This is such a broad story 
that could be taken in so many directions.

Regardless of what direction your stories take, be sure to retain that Olympian 
view. Though some characters will be knocked down, either they will arise to push 
forward or another will emerge to take their place. Who among you will write the story 
that makes us lean too far forward on the couch, hold our breath or make us cry with 
relief and pride?

! Excelsior,
! Dennis

NW Member Authors, Sell Your Books!
	

	 Sell your books at our general monthly meetings! If you are a member of the SLO 
NightWriters, we encourage you to take part. We will have a table set up for you to display, 
discuss and sell your books.
! Please note—SLO NightWriters holds no liability in this process. All authors 
participating are responsible for their own money exchanges and for the security of their 
own funds and books. Your dues with the SLO NightWriters must be current in order to 
participate.
! We hope that you will welcome this opportunity. For more information about our 
meeting, please visit our website.
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KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS...
Hiking Trail, Treasure Land: A Nature Walk on the California Central Coast, by Kalila Volkov, 
is now available as an ebook. This is a wonderful way to help children ages 2-10, grades 
Preschool-grade 4, safely explore the unique treasures of a seaside hiking trail—without 
having to worry about them wandering off, since they stay 
safely at home while they learn. The book is free to borrow 
with Kindle Unlimited, and only $1.99 to buy.
https://www.amazon.com/Hiking-Trail-Treasure-Land-
California-ebook/dp/B01K5T4C36/ref=sr_1_10?s=digital-
text&ie=UTF8&qid=1471120801&sr=1-10&keywords=hiki
ng+books

! “Think small. Don’t rummage around in your past—or your family’s past—to 
find episodes that you think are ‘important’ enough to be worthy of including in your 
memoir. Look for small self-contained incidents that are still vivid in your memory. If 
you still remember them it’s because they contain a universal truth that your readers 
will recognize from their own life.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~William Zinsser
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! On Writing Well, pg. 291 

“Snow White and Cinderella Can’t Even Slay A Dragon,” a rant by Andrea Chmelik, 
was published on Maximum Middle Age.com on August 16. She delineates the problem 
with traditional fairy tales that depict girls as waiting patiently for a male hero to come 
rescue them, and what that teaches girls in today’s world. It comes complete with video 
images and is well worth the read. Check it out at: http://
www.maximummiddleage.com/hardcore-feminist/fairy-tales-bad-role-models-for-kids

Terry Sanville’s short story, “Cruelties,” will appear in the River River Literary Journal, 
an online magazine put out by the River River Writers Circle that serves the lower 
Hudson Valley, New York, and beyond. Check them out at: http://riverriver.org/river-
river-literary-journal/ 

https://www.amazon.com/Hiking-Trail-Treasure-Land-California-ebook/dp/B01K5T4C36/ref=sr_1_10?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1471120801&sr=1-10&keywords=hiking+books
https://www.amazon.com/Hiking-Trail-Treasure-Land-California-ebook/dp/B01K5T4C36/ref=sr_1_10?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1471120801&sr=1-10&keywords=hiking+books
https://www.amazon.com/Hiking-Trail-Treasure-Land-California-ebook/dp/B01K5T4C36/ref=sr_1_10?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1471120801&sr=1-10&keywords=hiking+books
https://www.amazon.com/Hiking-Trail-Treasure-Land-California-ebook/dp/B01K5T4C36/ref=sr_1_10?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1471120801&sr=1-10&keywords=hiking+books
https://www.amazon.com/Hiking-Trail-Treasure-Land-California-ebook/dp/B01K5T4C36/ref=sr_1_10?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1471120801&sr=1-10&keywords=hiking+books
https://www.amazon.com/Hiking-Trail-Treasure-Land-California-ebook/dp/B01K5T4C36/ref=sr_1_10?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1471120801&sr=1-10&keywords=hiking+books
https://www.amazon.com/Hiking-Trail-Treasure-Land-California-ebook/dp/B01K5T4C36/ref=sr_1_10?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1471120801&sr=1-10&keywords=hiking+books
https://www.amazon.com/Hiking-Trail-Treasure-Land-California-ebook/dp/B01K5T4C36/ref=sr_1_10?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1471120801&sr=1-10&keywords=hiking+books
http://www.maximummiddleage.com/hardcore-feminist/fairy-tales-bad-role-models-for-kids
http://www.maximummiddleage.com/hardcore-feminist/fairy-tales-bad-role-models-for-kids
http://www.maximummiddleage.com/hardcore-feminist/fairy-tales-bad-role-models-for-kids
http://www.maximummiddleage.com/hardcore-feminist/fairy-tales-bad-role-models-for-kids
http://riverriver.org/river-river-literary-journal/
http://riverriver.org/river-river-literary-journal/
http://riverriver.org/river-river-literary-journal/
http://riverriver.org/river-river-literary-journal/
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Congratulations to SLO NightWriters 
Judythe Guarnera and Carroll McKibbin

We are accepting story submissions now!
Find full Tolosa submission guidelines 

at www.slonightwriters.org
Submit your 500-600 word short fiction to Meagan at 

meaganfriberg@gmail.com
Meagan Friberg

Pick up copies of SLO City News, Bay News and Coast News at local stores and 
kiosks. Visit the Tolosa on-line archives to read other NW stories published in the CC 

Life section of Tolosa Press at www.tolosapressnews.com

http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
http://www.tolosapressnews.com
http://www.tolosapressnews.com
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Review of August Meeting 

Mark Arnold and Terry Sanville critiqued six two-page original 
writing samples at Round Table One.

Mark stressed the importance of killing your darlings: getting rid 
of your most precious and self-indulgent passages for the greater 
good of your literary work.

If you here require a practical rule of me, I will present you with this: 
‘Whenever you feel an impulse to perpetrate a piece of exceptionally fine 
writing, obey it—whole-heartedly—and delete it before sending your 
manuscript to press. Murder your darlings.’

-Arthur Quiller-Couch. 1914
Kill your darlings, kill your darlings, even when it 

breaks your egocentric little scribbler’s heart, kill your 
darlings. 

-Stephen King                                                                                                          
(Forrest Wickman: Who Really Said Kill Your 

Darlings? 10/18/13)    
Terry mentioned that one Nightwriter’s 

submission deftly blended two literary genres: police 
procedural and creative non-fiction.  I am fascinated by 
crime fiction’s distinct sub-genres:

1. The Cosy. The detective, usually an amateur, 
uses observation, deduction, and excellent 
general knowledge to solve the crime. The 
violence is never described in detail, the 
setting is often a small town.  Agatha 
Christie’s Miss Marples.

2. The Hard-Boiled. The private investigator 
works in a large city and follows clues in its 
dark underbelly. The violence is explicit. 
Mickey Spillane’s Mike Hammer.

3. The Legal Thriller. The detective, a 
policeman or lawyer, often experiences a 
crisis of legal conscience.  John Grisham’s 
Theodore Boone

4. The Modern PI. The private investigator, 
with police background, is a wise-cracking 

By Jan Alarcon

http://books.google.com/books?id=8yD6wK7jE4gC&printsec=frontcover&dq=stephen+king+on+writing&hl=en&sa=X&ei=QV5hUtOwL_Ow4AP7oYHgBQ&ved=0CFIQ6AEwAg
http://books.google.com/books?id=8yD6wK7jE4gC&printsec=frontcover&dq=stephen+king+on+writing&hl=en&sa=X&ei=QV5hUtOwL_Ow4AP7oYHgBQ&ved=0CFIQ6AEwAg
http://books.google.com/books?id=8yD6wK7jE4gC&printsec=frontcover&dq=stephen+king+on+writing&hl=en&sa=X&ei=QV5hUtOwL_Ow4AP7oYHgBQ&ved=0CFIQ6AEwAg
http://books.google.com/books?id=8yD6wK7jE4gC&printsec=frontcover&dq=stephen+king+on+writing&hl=en&sa=X&ei=QV5hUtOwL_Ow4AP7oYHgBQ&ved=0CFIQ6AEwAg
http://books.google.com/books?id=8yD6wK7jE4gC&printsec=frontcover&dq=stephen+king+on+writing&hl=en&sa=X&ei=QV5hUtOwL_Ow4AP7oYHgBQ&ved=0CFIQ6AEwAg
http://books.google.com/books?id=8yD6wK7jE4gC&printsec=frontcover&dq=stephen+king+on+writing&hl=en&sa=X&ei=QV5hUtOwL_Ow4AP7oYHgBQ&ved=0CFIQ6AEwAg
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loner who usually carries a weapon. Sue Grafton’s 
Kinsey Milhone.

5. The Police Procedural. The police detective faces a lot 
of pressure at work and in his personal life. His boss 
wants the crime solved now. Michael Connelly’s 
Harry Bosch.

6. The Medical Thriller. The protagonist is usually a 
doctor or a nurse. The mystery involves a unique 
medical diagnosis. Tess Gerritsen’s Jane Rizzoli.

7. The Forensic Thriller. The lead character is usually a 
female scientist or pathologist. The action takes place 
at the crime scene or morgue. Patricia Cornwell’s Kay 
Scarpetta.

8. The Suspense Thriller. The hero is an ordinary person 
often compelled to solve a crime after proving their 
innocence.  Gillian Flynn’s Libby Day.

9. The Military Thriller. The protagonist can be a 
member of the military, CIA, or FBI. The criminals are 
usually crooked politicians or terrorists. Tom Clancy’s 
Jack Ryan.                                  (Taken from Amanda 
Peterson, Writer’s Write).

Susan Tuttle taught us about Scenes and Scene Structure 
at Round Table Two. Scenes are the building blocks of your 
stories. They are the muscles and skin that cover the basic bones 
of your plot and hold it all together.

Every scene in your story must:
1. Include a complex characters in the midst of 

change and growth;
2. Have a clear point of view;
3. Unfold in real time;
4. Contain dialogue when appropriate;
5. Impart new information that advances the plot, 

deepens the characters and/or drops clues;
6. Test characters through conflict and drama;
7. Evoke a rich setting that allows the reader to see 

and enter the story world;
8. Contain a spare amount of narrative or exposition;
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9. Pose and adequately answer the scene 
question that is answered before the scene 
ends with either an Unqualified No or a 
Qualified Yes until the last scene, when it is 
answered with either a Straight Yes or a 
Straight No.                        (Susan Tuttle, 
August 09, 2016)

Eldonna Edwards, the delightful and inspiring 
author of Lost in Transplanation: Memoir of an 
Unconventional Organ Donor spoke at our general meeting. 
Eldonna’s book chronicles the journey following her life-
changing decision to donate a kidney to an ailing stranger. 
Eldonna is also the subject of the documentary Perfect 
Strangers that follows one kidney patient and one 
potential donor in their search for a possible match.

While Eldonna did inform us that kidney donation, 
as with any surgery, certainly comes with risks and any 
potential donor needs to do their due diligence and be 
well informed about the process and the potential 
outcomes, she also debunked for us the following myths:

1. Myth: A kidney donor will have to take 
medications for the rest of their life.                     
Fact: A donor does not have to take medication as 
a result of being a donor. However, NSAIDS—
anti-inflammatory drugs like Advil and Ibuprofen
—are not recommended due to their tendency to 
inhibit kidney function.

2. Myth: A kidney donor will be on bed rest following 
surgery.                                                  Fact: Typically 
a kidney donor will be hospitalized for two nights. 
A kidney donor will be out of bed and walking 
independently before discharge from the hospital. 
My surgery was on a Thursday afternoon and I 
went home on Sunday morning.

3. Myth: A kidney donor will have to pay for surgery 
and testing.                                              Fact: The 
recipient’s insurance pays for all labs, testing and 
surgery. A few insurance policies also pay for 
other related expenses like travel and lodging for 
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out-of-town donors. As of this time, most insurance does NOT cover lost wages; however, 
short-term disability is often available through the donor’s workplace. There are also 
several organizations who offer assistance to those who would suffer a financial hardship 
as a result of donating.

4. Myth: A kidney donor can no longer participate in sports or exercise.                                 
Fact: A kidney donor should be able to return to regular activities and exercise at 
approximately 4-6 weeks following surgery. I had a very physical job as a massage 
therapist and I went back to work at 3 weeks post-op. I was 51 years old at the time. I’m 
also an avid, albeit not necessarily a skilled, tennis player. Exercise is good for you!

5. Myth: A kidney donor will have to follow a new diet plan following donation.                  
Fact: Like everyone, a kidney donor should eat a healthy, well balanced diet. There are no 
dietary restrictions following donation other than common sense.

6. Myth: I’m too old to donate.                                                                                                         
Fact: Health, not age, is the determining factor when it comes to donating. There are 
young people who are disqualified due to obesity or family history of kidney disease and 
70+ year-old donors who are given the thumbs up because they have the kidney of a 30 
year-old. One my dearest donor-peers was 65 when she donated to her husband 15 years 
ago. 

7. Myth: A female kidney donor should not get pregnant after donation.                                
Fact: A female kidney donor should wait 3-6 months' time after donation to become 
pregnant. The body requires time to recover from the surgery and to adjust to living with 
one kidney prior to pregnancy but after that you can go ahead pull the goalie. I know lots 
of donors who went on to have healthy pregnancies!

8. Myth: If something goes wrong with my remaining kidney I’ll have to wait years and 
years to get one.                                                                                                                                        
Fact: The average wait for a kidney for a living donor is 145 days as opposed to 
approximately 4 years for the average kidney patient. The chances of a Living Kidney 
Donor ever needing a Kidney Transplant are very slim because potential Kidney Donors 
are rigorously evaluated to ensure that they are healthy enough to donate in the first 
place. US Transplant policy offers priority to living donors, moving them up the waiting 
list.

 
I leave you with the following quote inspired by Eldonna’s presentation:
We must always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the 

tormentor, never the tormented. (Elie Wiesel, Nobel Laureate and Holocaust survivor.)

Until next month,
Jan Alarcon

9.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Holocaust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Holocaust
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Getting to Know NightWriter Members

Spotlight On...
Hugo Haselhuhn

by: Mike Price

It’s always fun to read the responses of those who step into the Spotlight. This 
month, we can get to know Hugo Haselhuhn better. 

NW: Who are you?
HH: We have lived in Paso Robles for the last 14 years. I enjoy reading, writing stories and 
poetry, cooking and traveling with my bride of 43 years. We have five children and 14 
grandchildren. By day, I am a creative design engineer and by night, a creative story teller. 
Through my books, my goal is to improve the world one child at a time.  !
! When my coauthor and grandson was seven, he asked me to help him write a 
chapter book. Luke Cowdell lives in Tustin and is starting 5th grade. He is an avid reader 
with an active imagination. Luke is also a deep thinker who asks questions seemingly 
beyond his years. The result of our collaboration is Lucas Lightfoot and the Fire Crystal. 

NW: Who is your greatest inspiration?
HH: Inspiration for the book came from my grandson and many of the events in the book 
happened to him. As far as the lessons within the story, for years I listened to tapes and 
read books by Dennis Waitley, Robert Conklin, Tony Robbins, Earl Nightingale, W. Clement 
Stone, Dale Carnegie, Napoleon Hill and Stephen R. Covey. Although the Lucas Lightfoot 
books are not religious, some inspiration comes from the scriptures. 
! For years, I have been a quotation collector. These are short meaningful statements 
that inspire and provide motivation each day. Each chapter in our books begins with an 
epigram that is meant to give the reader insight into a possible lesson that chapter will 
provide. These inspirational epigrams are also a discussion starter between parents (or 
grandparents) and children as they read the books. 
 
NW: Do you have a blog or website?
HH: Yes. The website is: http://www.lucaslightfoot.com/. I have written a few blog posts 
and published them on the website.

http://www.lucaslightfoot.com/
http://www.lucaslightfoot.com/
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NW: What genre do you like to write?
HH: Currently, the genre is magical realism for middle grade readers, 7-12 years old. There 
will be future forays into other genres. 

NW: “Magical realism” sounds like an oxymoron. I love oxymorons. 
Please tell us about your favorite story/article/essay that you have written.
HH: There are several chapters in the books that are favorites because they elicit strong 
emotions when the protagonist learns that “you never know how strong you are until being 
strong is the only choice.” These are the chapters that bring a climax to the end of the book. 
! I recently submitted a short story to the Central Coast Writers Conference entitled, 
“The Last Phone Booth,” which I enjoyed writing.

NW: Tell us about your latest project(s).
HH: I am currently promoting the just released book #1, Lucas Lightfoot and the Fire Crystal. I 
am finishing edits of book #2, Lucas Lightfoot and the Water Tomb, for Morgan James 
Publishing later this month. I have about three more chapters in book #3, Lucas Lightfoot and 
the Sun Stone, which will be released next year. 

NW: Do you have a day job?
HH: Yes. I am an engineering design consultant working for various companies developing 
products. My company is Haselhuhn Design, Inc., and I work with solid modeling software 
to create engineering products.

NW: How does your family support you in your writing? 

Hugo Haselhuhn

HH: My wife, Lydia, is my biggest supporter. She is my primary 
editor and will make corrections, but also remind me that I am 
writing for children and to use age-appropriate language. 
! My daughter, Heather, who is my coauthor’s mother, created 
the illustrations for the first two books. She is also the webmaster 
and set up www.LucasLightfoot.com. And of course, Luke, my now 
11 year old coauthor, collaborates with me on ideas for the books and 
offers edits as well. The rest of my children help with book 
promotion through social media and word of mouth.

NW: How does NightWriters help you?
HH: I am just getting started with NightWriters, but I am learning 
from the speakers each month. I am scheduled to be the NW 

http://www.LucasLightfoot.com
http://www.LucasLightfoot.com
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Presenter on the Nov 8th meeting. I will be discussing my 
fantastic journey of writing a book with my grandson and some 
of the things I learned along the way.

NW: How do you handle rejection letters?
HH: Next!

NW: Tell us something surprising about yourself.
HH: I have been to China on business over 25 times. When my 
daughter, Kristen, was about 12 years old, I took her to a Tony 
Robbins Fire Walk experience and she and I walked across 
burning coals, not once, but twice. I served as a Bishop for the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints for 5-1/2 years.

NW: Besides writing, what are your other hobbies?
HH: One of the most enjoyable “hobbies” that has sprung from 
the books is speaking at school assemblies on the M.A.G.I.C. 
(Mind, Attitude, Goals, Integrity and Choice) within the Lucas 
Lightfoot books. I write and preach a sermon once a month.

NW: Thank you, Hugo, for a rather enlightening Spotlight. I 
can’t wait to hear more about your fire walking.
! I bet if someone were to ask Luke who his greatest 
inspiration is, he would say “My Grandfather.”

How To Use Adjectives 

Adjectives in English absolutely have to be placed in this order: opinion-size-
shape-color-origin-material-purpose-Noun.  So you can have a lovely little old 
rectangular green French silver whittling knife. But if you mess with the word 
order in the slightest, you'll sound like a maniac. It's an odd thing, that every 
English speaker uses that list, but almost none of us could write it out. And size 
comes before color, green great dragons can't exist.  
(Matthew Anderson @ MattAndersonBBC)
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Contributed by Mark Arnold

Luke Cowdell and Hugo Haselhuhn
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SLO NW e✑Line Edit Exchange
! Can’t find a critique group? Don’t have time for meetings? Have specific needs 
for feedback on your work? Our Electronic Peer Review Line Edit Exchange is perfect 
for out-of-town members, or those with restricted time schedules. 
! All E-Exchange Partners are SLO NW members.

• Exchange views with other writers 
• No fees charged, no credit expected or required.
• Participants contact each other, set their own rules and time frames.
• Use your own style of editing/commenting.
• If you don’t find value in the feedback, try someone else on the list.  

! To be added, contact Sharyl Heber (sheber@charter.net) with: Your Name, Email, 
Genre (if you desire a specific one), Skill Level (if you require a specific level). She will add 
you to the list. Then you can reach out on a one-to-one basis and find the right writing partner 
for you.

Word of the Month
“Diurnal”

Definition: (Adj, L diurnis (daily) of or 
pertaining to the daytime; occurring every day.
! (N.) diary, journal, newspaper

Synonyms: daytime, daily, regular, everyday, 
circadian, quotidian

Usage: Given the diurnal makeup of modern 
society, I find it disconcerting to be one of the 
few citizens awake in the dark hours of the 
night.

Quote 
of the Month

! “I am breaking my heart over 
this story and cannot bear to finish it.”
! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ~Charles Dickens
!   

  "Rewriting is the essence of writing well: it’s where the game is won or lost. That 
idea is hard to accept. We all have an emotional equity in our first draft; we can’t believe 
that it wasn’t born perfect. But the odds are close to 100% that it wasn’t."
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~William Zinsser
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !            On Writing Well, Pg. 91

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com


NW  WORDSMITHS     SEPT 2016

Page  15

 This month’s featured book:
The Short and Long of It: Expand, Adapt, and Publish Your 

Short Fiction by Paul Alan Fahey

A Writer’s Process

by: Liz Roderick

Hi, Elizabeth. Thank you for the following questions about my new writing book. I’ll 
do my best here.  

Q: This is a textbook on the basics and intricacies of story structure and how to 
apply it to both short and long pieces, with an emphasis on how to take the themes and 
concepts presented in short fiction and expand them into longer pieces.

Could you tell us a bit about how the book came about? How did you get the idea 
to write it? 

A: I began my fiction-writing career in the early 1990’s when I fell in love with 
reading flash fiction and flash memoir. I thought, “I can do that.” Yes, well, I could, but 
only after months and years of studying models of the kinds of stories I liked. It took me a 
while to figure out the structure of these pieces and how to keep the word count down by 
being concise and succinct. Believe me, it was much harder than it looked! 

Flash forward several years and wow, what a rude 
awakening I had. I found I couldn’t write anything beyond 1500 
or 2000 words max. Hmm. Stretching my writing was literally 
painful. But after trying a lot of techniques borrowed from other 
writers and using screenwriting techniques, I discovered I could 
write longer pieces. These techniques and discoveries are in the 
book.

 I mainly wrote The Short and Long of It for other writers 
who had the same problem I had and struggled to increase the 
word count. I knew they had to be out there. I couldn’t be alone. 
Could I?  
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Q: How long did it take you to write The Long and the Short of It? 
A: Actually it didn’t take long at all. I’d been thinking about writing this book for 

some time and when Teri Bayus, director of the Central Coast Writers Conference, asked 
me if I wanted to teach a workshop at the 2016 conference, I knew immediately what the 
topic would be. So after jotting down a short description of the workshop, I wrote my 
publisher, JMS Books, and floated the idea for a writing resource. She said, “Do it,” and in 
the first week of February I began the draft. I used the workshop description as a guide—
no outline—and asked some of my writer friends if I could feature their 55 fiction and 
flash fiction prize-winning stories in the chapters as models. They said, “Sure.” And I was 
off and running. I finished the manuscript by the end of February, signed my contract, and 
started working with a JMS editor the first week of April. The book was released for a 
three-month period exclusively on Kindle Unlimited with a wider e book release at the 
end of August. The paperback will be released August 27.  

Q: Did you have an outline for the book before you wrote it?
A: I didn’t use an outline, which is unusual for me, as I usually begin a story with a 

short one. Instead, I started with the workshop description and used that as my logline for 
the book. I knew the book would begin with my writing journey from tiny pieces of 55 
fiction through flash of 250-750 words, and then on to short stories of about 2K words, 
longer works like novellas, and even a novel. Along the way I’d present strategies and 
techniques for stretching the word count and adapting short pieces to other forms like 
plays and personal essays. I’d have a chapter on loglines, themes, and three-act structure 
and explain how I used these three aspects of screenwriting for the expansion process.  

Q: Are you a plotter or a pantser with regard to your fiction pieces? If you’re a 
plotter, what is your outlining process? If you’re a pantser, tell us a little about how 
your ideas come to you.

A: Actually I’m a little bit of both, but I always start with what I call my pre-writing 
strategy. This is a short outline. I draft a logline or story throughline, choose a story theme, 
and have a general idea of how the story begins and how it ends. I wrote about this 
technique in a guest post for Anne R. Allen’s blog with Ruth Harris. Here’s the link if you’d 
like to read about it in more detail. http://annerallen.com/why-novellas-are-hot-and-
how-to-write/

The pantser part happens within the larger context of the story. When the 
characters have a mind of their own and tell me what they want to do and what they’d 
never consider. So I give them some latitude but usually rein them in when they stray too 
much from the story’s logline. 

http://annerallen.com/why-novellas-are-hot-and-how-to-write/
http://annerallen.com/why-novellas-are-hot-and-how-to-write/
http://annerallen.com/why-novellas-are-hot-and-how-to-write/
http://annerallen.com/why-novellas-are-hot-and-how-to-write/
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Q: What is your editing process? 
A: Oh boy. This is a great question. While I’m writing a novella, take one of my 

books in the Lovers and Liars gay wartime romance series, I write the chapters in 
chronological order and give each chapter a short title related to the logline or theme (or 
both) for focus. If I think of something for revision, I write it down on a Post-it note and 
place it in a notebook to review later. I try not to stop the forward momentum of the first 
draft. Get thru the first draft at all costs is my mantra. 

When the first draft is done, I make several passes thru the manuscript. I’ll refer to 
the Post-it notes and deal with them one by one as I take the first pass thru the book. 
Then I’ll use three rules for keeping a scene in the story: 1) Does it add new, critical 
information? 2) Does it move the story forward? 3) Does it pull the reader along? If the 
answer is no to any of these questions, I have work to do. If I answer no to ALL three 
questions, then I’ll seriously consider re-writing the entire chapter or tossing it out. 

I do several more passes thru the book looking for different things. I’ll look for 
what I call my “weasel words.” We all have them. Words we normally overuse like 
“that” or adjectives I can delete or adverbs I can replace with stronger verbs. My biggest 
weasel word is “and.” I seem to love compound sentences. (Usually I cut them in two 
and they work much better.) 

Of course I also have to look at the overall three-act structure or story arc. So one 
pass will be a micro approach, looking for little things then a macro approach looking for 
bigger elements like inciting incidents, middles, plot points, tension and suspense 
building to a climax. Is there a climax? If so, do I need to beef it up by increase the stakes 
for main characters? That kind of thing. 

I also do a pass thru for theme. I try to layer the theme into each chapter in some 
way, either through the dialogue, setting, narrative, or back story. 

The really wonderful part of working with JMS Books is we’re all assigned a 
personal editor to catch all the things we miss along the revision way. Then her staff 
reads the book again. 

Q: Could you tell us about your publishing journey? 
A: My background is teaching in higher education, so I’d written and co-written 

several articles for professional journals before I even began writing fiction. I began, as 
previously mentioned, writing very short pieces and publishing them in small literary 
magazines, online zines, and journals. I highly recommend beginning writers start 
writing for these venues and focus on short stories; this is a great way to learn how to 
write scenes, dialogue, use setting as character, apply plot points and three-act structure, 
etc. 

Eventually I stretched to writing short stories of 4-5K words. Then came the 
Internet and by stretching a bit more I wrote and published novella ebooks of 25K or 
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thereabouts. A lot had to do with finding a publisher. On a whim I took a novella I’d 
written with an LGBT focus, one that had won an HM in a literary magazine, and sent 
it to JMS Books. I had no idea she’d like it. She did and I received a contract the next 
day. Hint: When you find a publisher who likes your work, stay with them! And I 
have. 

Q: Tell us about your marketing process. Which is your favorite marketing 
method? 

A: I don’t know one writer, and I know a lot of them, who enjoys the 
marketing. Let’s face it—we all hate it. My publisher only does so much. And to be 
honest it’s quite a lot. She’s smart and savvy and knows e books are now a global 
market so she features her books on several publishing sites including the old 
standbys like Amazon and B and N, along with at least fifteen others that target 
readers of LGBT lit. 

For me, writing isn’t my life’s work. I’ll never be famous, and I really don’t 
care. As long as the writing is fun and exciting, I’m happy. Guest posts on writer and 
reader blogs are great fun to do and probably the best marketing tool I routinely use. 
Find a blogger with followers in your genre, then write and ask them if you can do a 
guest post. Their readers love it when you offer a giveaway. Have the blogger 
randomly choose one of those folks who’ve commented on your post. Offer to send 
that person or persons an ebook of your new book, or one from your backlist. What’s 
fun about guest posts is connecting with readers and other writers and chatting back 
and forth.   

Q: Could you tell us a bit about why you decided to pursue a writing career? 
Any advice or encouragement for those struggling to do the same thing, or 
considering it? 

A: I’ve always loved to write. I wrote my first little book when I was 13 in 7th 
grade. The title? Africa. Our class studied that continent that year. Oddly enough this 
little book about Africa proved prophetic later on.  In my early twenties, I spent four 
and a half years in Ethiopia as a Peace Corps teacher. In school, I always preferred 
essays to multiple-choice tests. In college English Lit courses were great fun. 
Especially when we had had to write critical essays. 

Advice: Follow your dream. Don’t let others deter you from writing if it’s 
something you love doing. When I edited Mindprints, A Literary Journal at Allan 
Hancock College, we had a motto:

“Whatever you can do, or dream you can, begin it.” (Goethe)
I would add, “and stick with it until you finish that first draft.” 
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Q: What else are you working on that you’d like to tell us about? 
 A: Right now I’m in the publishing process for a new book, an anthology of 

personal essays titled: Equality: What Do You Think About When You Think of Equality? I 
have a great publisher with a global focus--Vine Leaves Press in Melbourne, Australia
—and a contributor list of 25 top writers including Anne Perry, Victoria Zackheim, 
Dennis Palumbo, and several Nightwriters and local folks like Eldonna Edwards, 
Anne R. Allen, Baxter Claire Trautman, David Congalton, and Catherine Ryan Hyde. 
If I never edit another book, I’ll be happy. I’m totally excited about it. 

Thank you for your time! 

Thank you, Elizabeth. I really enjoyed responding to the questions.

The Short and the Long of It is available on Amazon:
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Long-Expand-Publish-Fiction-ebook/dp/

B01ETH8V82/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1471875036&sr=8-1&keywords=Paul+Alan
+Fahey#nav-subnav

(If you would like me to feature your book, please contact me at 
elizabethroderick@att.net!)

! “You must find some way to elevate your act of writing into an 
entertainment. Usually this means giving the reader an enjoyable surprise. 
Any number of devices will do the job... These seeming amusements in fact 
become your ‘style.’ When we say we like the style of certain writers, what 
we mean is that we like their personality as they express it on paper.”
! ! ! ! ! ! !        ~William Zinsser
! ! ! ! ! ! !        On Writing Well, Pg. 297

https://www.amazon.com/Short-Long-Expand-Publish-Fiction-ebook/dp/B01ETH8V82/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1471875036&sr=8-1&keywords=Paul+Alan+Fahey
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Long-Expand-Publish-Fiction-ebook/dp/B01ETH8V82/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1471875036&sr=8-1&keywords=Paul+Alan+Fahey
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Long-Expand-Publish-Fiction-ebook/dp/B01ETH8V82/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1471875036&sr=8-1&keywords=Paul+Alan+Fahey
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Long-Expand-Publish-Fiction-ebook/dp/B01ETH8V82/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1471875036&sr=8-1&keywords=Paul+Alan+Fahey
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Long-Expand-Publish-Fiction-ebook/dp/B01ETH8V82/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1471875036&sr=8-1&keywords=Paul+Alan+Fahey
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Long-Expand-Publish-Fiction-ebook/dp/B01ETH8V82/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1471875036&sr=8-1&keywords=Paul+Alan+Fahey
mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
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Time to Speak Up!
NightWriter Colleagues: 

If you have been in the writing business as long as I, you must have had frustrating 
experiences with editors, such as submitted manuscripts that receive no response, non-
returned phone calls, unanswered emails, etc.

Writers are at the mercy of editors because they are the gatekeepers on the road to 
publication. Thus, writers, including myself, tend to deal delicately with editors, no matter 
what ill treatment we receive. 

But I reversed course recently and suggest other writers do the same.  I can be 
somewhat sympathetic with editors of major newspapers who must be deluged with 
inquiries, but I draw the line with our local New Times.

I recently called the New Times editor and left a message about a time-sensitive piece 
I had written. No response. I went by their office two days later and asked to see the editor. 
I explained my purpose and handed her a hard copy of my piece with my phone number 
and email address. No response. Days passed that made the article obsolete.  I emailed the 
editor. No response. I then went by the New Times again and asked to see the publisher, 
Alex Zuniga. 

I described my experience with the New Times’ editor to the courteous and patient 
Zuniga, saying I didn’t mind a polite “No Thanks,” but a no response, particularly in our 
local community among supposed friends, was unacceptably discourteous. 

Later that day I received an apologetic email from the editor. I responded by writing 
simply: “Your apology is accepted and appreciated.” 

I raise this issue because it seems commonplace for editors to treat writers in a 
cavalier and discourteous manner that we accept too often. Speak up! Do not allow yourself 
to be mistreated! Our society has become more coarse in many respects, from crude emails 
to presidential campaigns. I hope writers will strike a blow for decent treatment, starting 
with editors.

Carroll McKibbin
Author of: Lillian’s Legacy
                   Apron Strings
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What Do You Write?
! !
! A writer who came from “Down Under”
! Went back for a visit of wonder.
! Her stay was so saucy,
! She came home speaking Aussie,
! And tore our minds all asunder.

! Stay tuned for more from our esteemed Web Guru when she 
returns from her Australian vacation!

Janice Konstantinidis

Writer Bee: The Buzz on the Writing Life    

! Will return soon. Stay tuned!
by Leanne Phillips

Making the Most of 
Your SLO NightWriters 

Membership

! “If you would like to write better than everybody else, you have to want to 
write better than everybody else. You must take an obsessive pride in the smallest 
details of your craft. And you must be willing to defend what you have written 
against the various middlemen—editors, agents and publishers—whose sights 
may be different from yours, whose standards are not so high.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~William Zinsser
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! On Writing Well (Pg. 298)
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Join The NightWriters 
Facebook Group

Dear NightWriters,

For those of you who would like to socialize and get to know each other better, but 
can't attend our monthly meetings, we have created a Facebook group. 

Facebook groups are dedicated spaces where you can share updates, photos or 
documents and message other group members. Just click on the link below and hit "join 
group" in the top right corner. Once our administrator approves your request, you are in!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1701340913423099/

Invite other NightWriters and get going. 
Swap ideas, encourage each other, share 
your events and so on. 

We hope that you will find a group 
of writing peers beneficial!

Sincerely, 
Joanne Feeney

! “Writing is such lonely work that I try to keep myself cheered up. If 
something strikes me as funny in the act of writing, I throw it in just to amuse 
myself. If I think it’s funny I assume a few other people will find it funny, and 
that seems to me to be a good day’s work.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~William Zinsser
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! On Writing Well, Pg. 242

http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=z9ZWYwfTMoPCKioDPN1HTbDKTRFgoijaEHUSyhznKxukG3dlw4TX5gQ1djLQ8SF1Xi1ytKyq1cq4UFKeTySwcUNfcRQFqcipAh9JpUJYjFg%3D
http://slonightwriters.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=z9ZWYwfTMoPCKioDPN1HTbDKTRFgoijaEHUSyhznKxukG3dlw4TX5gQ1djLQ8SF1Xi1ytKyq1cq4UFKeTySwcUNfcRQFqcipAh9JpUJYjFg%3D
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Critique Group Requests
Holly Thibodeaux works in fiction, non-fiction, screenwriting, memoir and experimental fiction. She 
is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange with writers in a more structured environment with 
accountability to boost productivity. Intermediate level preferred; no location restrictions. She would 
also like to find others interested in exploring the philosophy of writing and the psychology of 
storytelling. Contact her at:

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique group, or 1:1 
electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City location. Contact Katie 
at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com.

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or VARIED 
GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is SLO City area.
Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  
Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 
ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  
Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com

“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Janice Konstantinidis (jkon50@gmail.com)  We’ll 
print your specific request in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 
members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find a match for 
your needs, make contacts, or to start a new group or critique partnership. Contact Janice for 
assistance if needed and she’ll get you to the right people. And, if you form a group, please let Janice 
know so she can list it on the website. She can also forward your group’s information to the 
newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at www.slonightwriters.org.
! ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive to 
facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing affiliations. 
While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we hope they 
lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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Critique Group Connections, Continued

Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.
Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.
Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.
Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.
Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  
Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 
FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  
Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

Steve Bowder is seeking a critique group that concentrates on true stories embellished to make them 
interesting, but that stay true to the facts that are known.
Contact Steve at: sbowder@live.com

 

mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:sbowder@live.com
mailto:sbowder@live.com
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Hospitality Needs Your Help!
! Our Hospitality Committee is doing a fantastic job of making sure we have 
scrumptious goodies for every meeting. But Baxter Trautman and Brian Schwartz 
could use some help. If a few more NW members pitch in, then each committee 
member would be responsible for only one or two meetings a year!
! It’s a fun job. All it takes is some shopping for goodies the day before/day 
of the meeting, spreading the treats out on the table to entice attendees, and 
cleanup after the meeting ends. All money outlaid is reimbursed at the meeting.
! Contact our President if this sounds like something you’d like to help with. 
What better way to get what you’d like to snack on than being part of the 
committee?
! Dennis Eamon Young:  photodennis44@gmail.com

Be A NW Greeter!
! Help NW out by becoming a Meeting Greeter. If you attend our monthly 
meetings and can come a little early, we need you! We’d like to form a Greeters 
Committee of 3 to 4 writers who can help out each month.
! It’s a fun and easy job, simply making sure that attendees sign in, either as 
members or guests, and handing out the appropriate name tags. It also entails 
arriving around 4:45 to 5:00 pm, to sign in those who attend the Round Tables, and 
collecting the small fee from non-members who attend the Tables. And about a half 
hour after the general meeting starts, your duties are done!
! If we can get a dedicated group of 3 to 4 people who can take over this 
essential job, then you only need to be available 3 to 4 times a year for this 
assignment. It’s a great way to meet the writers who attend, make connections and 
network with your fellow writers.

NW Needs a Presidential Candidate! 
Elections are coming up in November and we need new blood on the Board of 
Directors. NightWriters meetings, events, etc. don’t just happen. It takes a 
concerted effort on the part of dedicated members. The President is retiring; we 
need a new President to take office in Jan. If you’re interested in exploring this 
vital role, contact Dennis Eamon Young via email: photodennis44@gmail.com

mailto:lphillips715@gmail.com
mailto:lphillips715@gmail.com
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Central Coast Writers Conference
If you haven’t yet signed up for the 32nd Annual Writers Conference on 

September 29-October 1, 2016, there’s still time. You can study with some of the best 
writing faculty anywhere; learn valuable writing techniques; gain insights; interact 
with authors, agents, marketing experts, and fellow writers; meet one-on-one with 
editors; return home energized and inspired. Don’t miss out on this “Best Conference 
for the Money” event. Sign up today! www.cuesta.edu/communityprograms/
writers-conference/index.html  

Give Advice and Get Published!
! Do you have some tips, or have you learned a strategy that could help those just starting out 
on their writing career? Send in 300-400 words to the Great Beginnings column and you can be a 
contributor to both the WordSmiths Newsletter and your fellow writers. It’s a great way to help 
others hone their skills, and a great publishing kudo for your resume. Time to put that thinking cap 
on and then write: What advice would you give a beginning writer? Send to: 
aim2write@yahoo.com, with NW Newsletter in the subject line.

Newsletter Editor To “Retire”
! It’s finally come, time for the editor of Wordsmiths to retire from the position. 
Life—and writing—needs dictate this move. We need someone willing to take over this 
vital position of getting out the information the membership needs to have each 
month.
! The new editor is free to change/adjust/rearrange/re-format the newsletter into 
whatever form he or she deems best. It can be fancy, like it is now, or very simple and 
plain—or anywhere in-between. The length, departments, etc., are also determined by 
the editor.
! Being the editor of the newsletter for a large organization like SLO NightWriters 
is a fantastic addendum to a writer’s resume. It goes a long way to establishing him/
her as a professional—someone other editors, agents and publishers want to deal with.
! If you’d like to try your hand at our newsletter, contact Susan Tuttle for 
complete details: aim2write@yahoo.com
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! Here is a listing of 15 publications that are happy to hear from writers who may or 
may not have had their work published before. Be sure to follow their submission guidelines 
carefully:

1. The City Quill—Exclusively for those never before published. Fiction of up to 2,500 
words; poetry and nonfiction, too.No fee, but for a small charge you can have your work 
critiqued by a City Quill editor within 2 weeks. www.cityquill.com/submit-2/ 

2. Spry—features undiscovered writers as well as more established voices. They seek 
work that is concise, experimental, hybrid or flashy; submissions read blind. 
www.sprylit.com/guidelines/

3.  The Stinging Fly—Publishes new, previously unpublished work by Irish and 
international writers with emphasis on the short story. Each issue includes poetry, book 
reviews and essays. www.stingingfly.org/about-us/submission-guidelines 

4. The Broken City—Pub’d twice a year, primarily for new writers, welcomes poetry, 
fiction, essays, comics, illustrations, photography and music/book reviews. Winter issue 
submissions open mid-July until November. www.thebrokencitymag.com/
submissions.html 

5. Headland—New Zealand based, short fiction and creative non-fiction, welcomes 
overseas submissions, and seeks to publish an international story in each issue. 
www.headland.org.nz/guidelines/ 

6. Verity La—online journal with a mission to publish as many new writers as 
possible. Looking for short fiction, poetry, cultural comment, photomedia, reviews and 
interviews. No word limits. www.verityla.com/submission-guidelines/ 

7. Wasafri—Britain’s premier mag for international contemporary writing. Aims to 
promote both new and established work; articles, essays, fiction and interviews less than 
6,000 words. www.wasafri.org/submit.asp 

8. Green Mountains Review—award-winning literary mag of poetry, fiction, creative 
non-fiction, literary essays, interviews and book reviews by promising newcomers and 
experienced writers. Submissions open all year. www.greenmountainsreview.com/submit/ 

9. The Hudson Review—A major forum for the work of new writers and the 
exploration of new developments in art and literature. Publishes fiction, poetry, essays, 

GREAT BEGINNINGS
...Information for Beginning Writers (and everyone else too)

15 Literary Mags for New & Unpublished Writers
And Established Ones, Too
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book reviews, criticism of literature, art, theatre, dance, film and music. 
www.hudsonreview.com/about-us/submission-guidelines/ 

10. The MacGuffin—A 160-page perfect-bound collection of poetry, short fiction, 
creative non-fiction and visual art published 3 times a year. It aims to give a voice to 
deserving new writers alongside well-known writers. Fiction and creative non-fiction 
up to 5,000 words. www.schoolcraf.edu/a-z-index/the-macguffin/submission-
guidelines/ 

11. Sycamore Review—from Purdue University, publishes poetry, fiction and non-
fiction, interviews, book review and art. Strives to publish the best by new and 
established writers. Unsolicited submissions accepted Sept. 1 through March 31. 
www.sycamorereview.com/submissions/

12. Glass Mountain Review—Considers submissions from undergraduate and 
emerging artists provided they have not attended an MFA or creative writing PhD 
program. Will consider fiction, creative non-fiction, poetry, art, and “everything in 
between.” Submissions accepted year-round. www.glassmountainmag.com/submit/ 

13. The Daphne Review—Publishes work of young writers aged 14 to 18. All forms 
of original writing considered, submission welcome from around the globe. Now 
accepting submission for the Winter 2017 edition. www.thedaphnereview.org/
submissions/ 

14. Antic—An online literary mag of new writing in fiction, non-fiction, poetry 
and criticism, featuring works or Australian writers as well as a smattering of 
international ones. Issue #2 deadline: September 30, 2016. All contributors paid a small 
fee. www.anticmagazine.com.au/submissions/ 

15. Willow Springs—Publishes work by unknown and up-and-coming writers, US 
Poet Laureates and Pulitzer Prize winners. Accepts poetry submission between Sept. 1-
May 31, fiction between Sept. 1 and April 1, and non-fiction all year-round. They have 
a $3.00 reading fee (month of Feb. is free for non-fiction submissions). Pays 
contributors for accepted pieces. www.willowspringsmagazine.org/submit/ 

    “Many writers are paralyzed by the thought that they are competing with 
everybody else who is trying to write and presumably doing it better... Forget the 
competition and go at your own pace. Your only contest is with yourself.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~William Zinsser
! ! ! ! ! ! ! On Writing Well, Pg. 77
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK! 
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Dennis Eamon Young 
Vice-President:  Open
Secretary: Carol Schmidt
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle 
Program Director: Janice Konstantinidis
Contest Committee Chair: Open
Membership Director: Open
Critique Group Coordinator: Open
Social Media/Publicity Coordinator: Joanne 
Feeney
Tolosa Press Submissions: Meagan Friberg
Welcome Committee: Open
Sunshine Chair: Kalila Volkov 
Website Master: Janice Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Steve Derks
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle, Elizabeth Roderick
Art Director: Dennis Eamon Young 
Assistant Secretary: Janice Konstantinidis
Board Assistants: Rebecca Waddell
NW Historian: Open
Hospitality: (Coordinator: Open) Baxter 
! Trautman, Brian Schwartz

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

      Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org  and pay with credit card.

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings: the second Tuesday of 
every month, year round. We encourage interested visitors 
to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission free; refreshments served.
    Next Meeting: August 9th, at United Church of Christ 
on Los Osos Valley Rd, San Luis Obispo 93401. General 
meeting begins at 6:30 pm. Round Table presentations start 
at 5:15 pm.
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org
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      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact our webmaster and the 
newsletter editor at slonightwriter@yahoo.com to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW 
Newsletter and on the NW Web site. 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com  with your critique needs and 
genres and we’ll do our best to assist you. 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP
Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet 
can join. Any poet can benefit from input of a 
group, regardless of experience. Call and 
together we can set time and place to meet. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact: ! Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
! ! irenekooi@gmail.com 

PISMO SATURDAY GROUP
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 
and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 
memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
group meetings. 1500 word limit on 
submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 
location.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:!! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

MEMOIR AND NON-FICTON 
Disbanded until there is more interest. If you 
would like to explore re-starting this group, 
please contact Judith directly.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact:! ! Judith Bernstein
! ! ! ryewit@live.com
! ! ! 805-904-6365
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to publish, 
we’ll help you with ideas to improve your 
writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on the 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 
wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:! ! Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
! ! ! ! Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

NORTH COUNTY RACONTEURS
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month in 
Paso Robles; the first meeting is in the evening 
from 6:00-8:30 pm, the second in the afternoon 
from 12:00 noon-2:30 pm. We prefer experienced 
fiction writers, short stories, novellas and novels 
for adult and YA. Only genre exceptions are 
nonfiction, memoir and poetry. We were created 
to help writers become better writers, so we 
don’t expect final polished manuscripts, as those 
should be sent to an editor, agent or publisher, 
not to a critique group. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO 2 NEW MEMBERS.

Contact:!        Mikki Sadil
! !        mikkisadilauthor@gmail.com 

SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This group 
thrives on variety, writing short stories, articles, 
poetry and novels, all genres from fiction to 
biography and memoirs. Members exchange 
work by email at least one week before the 
meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques 

aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing 
strengths in everything from plot and character 
development to grammar and proper 
manuscript preparation. Intermediate to to 
advanced writers are welcome.  We meet in a 
casual and fun atmosphere and are serious 
about fully developing each member’s writing 
talent, whether for publication or self-
satisfaction. Visitors are always welcome.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 

Moderator:! ! Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           ! j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP I 
(Wed. a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in 5 Cities 
area from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 
traditional NightWriter critique group. Work is 
produced in each session, then analyzed 
according to the objective of the day’s goal. 
Based on writing exercises designed to jump-
start the creative process (based on the lessons 
and exercises in the Write It Right Series), these 
sessions take writers through the process of 
writing fiction from inception of idea to the final 
resolution. This group is for all writers who 
want to learn the process of crafting a well-told 
story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 
story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc.  There is a 
small monthly fee involved for this class to 
cover materials.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS.

Contact:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

NORTH COUNTY CRITIQUE GROUP
Meets twice a month on Thursday from 
1:30-4:00 pm at the Atascadero Library. the 
group includes intermediate and advanced level 
writers of fiction and non-fiction, both published 
and unpublished. Our critique process is upbeat 
and constructive. We send around pieces in 
advance, and read aloud at sessions. Potential 
new members are encouraged to visit to see if 
we are a mutual fit. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO A COUPLE OF NEW 
MEMBERS
Moderators:! ! Lillian Brown, 215-6107
! ! ! lilliofslo@aol.com
! ! ! Mike Perry, 466-8311
! ! ! dmperry1012@att.net!

THE THURSDAY GROUP 

This group meets at 9:00 am every other  
Thursday at The Coffee Bean in Pismo Beach. 
Anyone interested in joining them can email the 
moderator for full details.
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS, but visitors are always welcome. 
Contact the moderator for details.
Moderator:! ! Mark Ruszczyzky
! ! ! zsur@aol.com
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PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP
New group began Meeting on May 1. All levels 
and genres: short stories, novels, poetry, 
memoir. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
each meeting; 1,500 word limit on submissions. 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
9:00-11:00 am in Pismo Beach. 
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome. Contact 
moderator for location.
Moderator! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP II 
(Wed. p.m. Group)

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction, a 
writing instruction class that meets weekly and 
takes about a year to complete. See full 
description under Wed. a.m. Group. Meets from 
3:00-5:00 pm in Los Osos. Current members are 
presently getting their work published after only 
six months or so. CURRENTLY OPEN TO ONE 
OR TWO NEW MEMBERS

Contact:! Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
! ! aim2write@yahoo.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit
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LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. Charlie 
Perryess and Anne Allen share hosting 
responsibilities, running a tight ship so that 
everyone can read. No cross talk permitted. At 
the beginning and at our break we socialize. 
We’re all serious but fun-loving. Presently the 
writing covers several genres: YA novels; short 
stories; short stories woven into a novel; 
fantasy; humorous mystery novel; political 
satire novel; and personal essays. We write just 
about everything except poetry.   CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS but 
guests are welcome.  It may happen that space 
could be made for a compatible writer. 
Moderators:!        Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
! !        Anne Allen, 528-1006

LONG STORY SHORT
Flash Fiction/Nonfiction only meets the 2nd & 
4th Fridays every month, from 10 am to 12 
noon in Arroyo Grande.  Bring paper and 
pencil, or your laptop if you are so inclined—
flash pieces, 1000 word strict maximum.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS – call or email Diane to be placed 
on a waiting list.
Moderator:! Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
! ! mdcomposes@yahoo.com
                                              

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am 
to noon in San Luis. Members bring original 
work to each session and read aloud to the 
group. The group provides constructive 
suggestions for improving the writing and the 
structure of the stories. Prose forms of 

literature–short stories, novels, memoirs, essays, 
newspaper and magazine articles, travel–are 
this group’s forte. It welcomes writers who are 
serious about producing work for publication. 
Those interested in attending or who need more 
information should telephone.   CURRENTLY 
FULL — NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderators:! Terry Sanville, 541-0492 
                    !! Gloria Pautz,   543-2049
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